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HE Engliſh Navy has, for many 
\ Ages, been the Bulwark of the 
Nation, the Guardian Angel of its 
| Friends, and the Dread and Ter- 
— ror of its Enemies. In former 
Ti imes, wherever the Royal Fleet appeared, it 
_ brought with it Life, Succour, and Deliverance 
to its Allies, but inevitable Ruin and De- 
ftruftion to thoſe who preſum*d to oppoſe its 
Power. The very Name of a Britiſh Admi- 
ral, in thoſe Days, had the Weight of an 
Army, and in whatever Part of 55 World 
his Broad Pendant was diſplay'd, Homage 
and Reſpect were paid to the glorious Signal. 
Whoever read the Hiſtory of thoſe brave Com- 
manders Drake, Raleigh, Blake, and many 
| Others of our marine Heroes, without Aſto- 
nilhment at their Surprizing Atchievements ? 
They carried the Delight and Terror of the 
A 2 Britiſh 


* 
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1 iv PREFACE. 4 
| . Britiſh Name to the utmoſt Parts of the Globe, N 
i and brought to their own Country, Wealth and F 
1 Glory, both from Friends and Foes. Our 

| Officers in general, had then, the ſtricteſt Re- 

: | gard io their own Honour, as well as to that of 


the Nation; they never ſuffer*d private Piques 
and Quarrels to mingle with their Duty; in 
Time of Action, every Contention was laid 
gde, except that of advancing the Glory of 
the Britiſh Flag, The high Poft of Admiral, 
KS in thoſe Times, was never fill'd, but with a 
| [ Perſon, who arrived at it through a long Series 
1 f faithful Services, by the Dint of his own 1 
x Merits, diſtinguiſhed Abilities, long Experi- :?“ 
4 ance, and approved Conduct; and therefore he | 
„ dad always the'greateſt Regard and Deference 
F "paid bim by his Officers; and as to the common 
E | Fallors, ſuch was their Veneration, I might 

: almoſt. ſay, Adoration, of him, that they knew 
1 ocother' Monarch," and ſcarce any other God, 
| ; Bufades. Our Commanders were then animated 


0 True Glory, and the Love of their Coun- 
14 ty, end our Sailors never flincb d, when the 
z Honour of Old England was The Point in 


F! D [hte. 

Fi Ful was the "OE of our Hneeftors ! 4% 
$ rough and unpolite for the Imitation of their 
1 more delicate and mannerly Deſcendants. Me- 


7it and old Services grow ruſty by lying by; f 
whereas a ſervile Complaiſance, a rich Dreſs, 3 
a taidſome Preſent - qudiciouſiy plac'd, and a 


i! Sat; Attendance at the Levees of the Great, 
| 1 command greater Favuurs, than many 
: 
| 3 Tears 
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Years of hard and faithful Service. I wiſh our 
own Times could not afford many InS$tances of 
this Sort: However, ih the martial Spirit of 
tbe Engiſh, ſeemed a good while to have been 
lofi, and buried in a Dunghil of Corruption, 

yet it looks as if the Time of its Reſurrection 
' was at Hand; ihe Spirit of Enquiry bas 
poſſeſſed our Senators, and the People in general 
ſeem determin'd, without any Regard to Names, 
to beſtow their Favour or their Cenſure, on the 
Object that has the beſt 7. itle 10 it. 

The late inglorious Action in the Mediterra- 
nean, claims our ſtricteſt Attention ; fince by 
that, I may jay, fatal Miſcarriage, we lo the 
only Opportunity that we ſhall, probably, ever 
have, of ruining the combin'd Fleets f France 
and Spain, and thereby diſconcerting their Pro- 
jects upon Italy. By what Means, and in what 
Manner, this happened, has been the Subject of 
a Parliamentary Hnguiry; but what is tranſ. 
atted within the Walls of that aug iſt Alſembly, 
muſt not tranſpire to the Publick, except it be 
by ſome Conveyance of their own, However, 
as there was nothing brought under Examina- 
tion there, but what was before well known to 
all the Officers in the Fleet, and to every Body 
elſe, who were in, or Spectators of the Batile, 
we are as capable of giving as true and 
exact Account of the whole Affair, from 
Eye wilngſſes, as if we had heard the Exa- 
minetion of every Perſon that gave his 
Teſtimony before the Committee of the honour - 


able Hollſe of Commons, Our Materials for 
this 
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this Wark have heen collefted from the mot 


authentick Papers that have heen publiſhed, as 


well as private Intelligences, and original Let- 


ters. In writing this Account, the ftrifeft 
Regard has been. had to Truth, and the utmoſt 
"Imparriality obſerved in ſpeaking of Perſons 
and Things; mothing is exaggerated above, 
nothing liſſewd below its juſt Meaſures ; we 
neither applaud nor cenſure, judge nor condemn, 
and only relate Things in the Manner they 
occurr'd, and leave the candid, unbiaſs d Rea- 
der 10 make his own Reflettions upon ihe 


hole. 
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Of the ME MORABLE 


| SEA-FIGH T. 


IN THE 


Mediterranean, &C. 


HE Miſcarriage of our Fleet in the 
SP Mediterranean is become a general 
Lo pic in Converſation, We have all 

along flatter'd ourſelves, eſpecially 

as ſo much Care had been taken to ſup- 
ply and reinforce that Fleet, till at laſt 
there were not more Ships left at Home, than 
were abſolute ly neceſſary, to diſappoint and defeat 
any Defigns that might poſſibly be attempted by 
the Preſt and Rochfort Squadrons; that ſo great 
2 Force, ſupported at ſuch an immenſe Expence, 
10 great a Length of Time, with the Aid and 
Aſſiſtance of our good and powerful Ally, the 
King of Sardinia, would diſconcert all the Pro- 
Ei Jects 


— nmr 


| 
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18 
jects of our Enemies in that Quarter of the World, 
and infallibly fruſtrate the ambirious Views of 
Spain, in ſettling Don Philip in Lombardy ; and 
if the combined Fleets of France and Spain came 
out to Sea, ſo great was our Dependence on the 
Strength of our Fleet, that we ſeemed to be per- 
fectly ſure that their Deſtruction muſt inevitably 
enſue, Then all Murmuring among the People, 
under Pretence that the public Treaſury was ex- 


hauſted in maintaining uſeleſs Flegts, would have 


cealed, when our Mediterrantan Fleet had the 


Glory to finiſh a War, whereby our Commerce 


has fo much languiſhed, and our Strength dimi- 
niſhed, and brought about an advantageous and 
| honourable Peace, where this Commerce flouriſhed 
again under the Protection of our wile Laws, and 


Plenty became univerſal. But alas! how great is 
our Diſappointment, when we find this Opportu- 


nity loſt, and the ſevere Neceſſity we are under 
of continuing theſe great Expences! Whether this 
Misfortune has proceeded from want of Experience 


in a great Command (agreeable to the late Duke 


of Argyle's Obſervation) or a Capacity to execute 
10 great a Deſi gn, Strength of Judgment, or from 


whatever other Cauſe is has proceeded; yet the 
Nation, thus injured, has an undoubted Right 


to make an Enquiry and cry aloud for Juſtice : 
To puniſh with the utmoſt Rigour is Brutality 


and not Juſtice : But here, where the. Intereſt of 


the Publick is ſo greatly concerned, a too exten- 


five Good-nature, which has not Force to puniſh. 


to much Evil, would not be a Virtue, but a Weak- 
neſs, which might produce the worſt of Conſe- 


quences. 


In order to do Juſtice to the Character of both 


thele Admirals, Malheaes and Leftock (under 
whoſe Conduct the Byitiſh Fleet ſuffered ſo much 


Lots and Diſhonour) and to give the Reader an 


Idea 


as _ 
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Idea of their reſpective Qualifications, as Sea- 
Officers, it will be neceſſary to introduce ſome 
Pieces that have been publiſhed on the Occaſion, 
which will ſet in a pretty good Light the Conduct 
of each of them, and lead us on gradually to the 
great Point in View, that memorable Fight in the 
Mediterranean, in which, by the Miſconduct of 
one or both theſe Commanders, or the Miſunder- 
ſtanding that was betwixt them, our Naval Glory 
ſuffered ſuch an Eclipſe, and the common Cauſe 
ſuch a Prejudice, as muſt be for ever lamented by 
every true honeſt hearted Briton. 

| The firſt Piece, from which I ſhall make ſome 
Extracts for my Purpoſe, is an hiſtorical Account 
of the Proceedings of the Fleet in the Mediter- 
ranean, from the Lear 1741 down to the Engage- 
ment before Toulon. It is written by a Friend of 
Mr. Leſtock, and vindicates and extols the Conduct 
of that Gentleman, not without reflefting, with 
a great deal of Aerimony, on the Behaviour of 
Mr. Mathews. But, that I may keep an even Hand 
between both, I ſhall ſubjoin Extrafts from Pieces, 
which have appeared likewiſe. in Behalf of Mr. 
Mathews 5 and thus by ſetting one againſt the 
other, we ſhall be the better able to find out the 
Truth, and fix the Blame where it ought to be. 
Come we now to the Matter in Hand. 

The Suſpenſion of a Vice- Admiral of the White 
Squadron of his Majeſty's Fleet, and ſending Him 
home in the Salisbuny, with Merchant Ships under 
her Convoy, at fo critical a Conjuncture, when his 
Experience and Knowledge might be neceſſary, 
are extraordinary Inſtances of the Power and un- 
bounded Authotity of an Admiral abroad ; and 
what makes it more ſurprizing, this Vice- Admiral 
was thought to be ſo conſummate and experienced 
a Commander by his Majeſty, that the other Admi- 
ral had Leave lately to come Home for the Ke- 

covery 


fea] 
covery of his Health, and a Commiſſion was ſent 
out appointing him Commander in Chief in the 
Mediterranean ; as appears from the following 
Letter. + | 


_ _ Admiralty Ogice, Decem. 10, 1743. 

MI Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty 
Y having thought proper to appoint you Com- 
mander in Chief of his Majeſty's Ships in the 
Aediterrancan, in the Abſence of Admiral Ma. 
thewws, I am commanded by their Lordfhips to ac- 
quaint you, that a Commiſſion appointing you to 
that Poſt, together with an Order for your obey- 
ing his Majeſty's Orders, ſignified to you by the 
Secretaries of State; and Powers to adminiſter the 
Oaths, and aſſemble Court Martials, are ſent to 
Admiral Mathews, who will deliver them to you, 
on his reſigning the Command of the Fleet te 


you, ; | 5 | 
I am, Sir, Your's, Oc. 
0 JH O. CoR BET. 


P. S. Admiral Matthervs has al ſo a Commiſſion, 
appointing you Vice-Admiral of the White 
Squadron, which he is directed to deliver 


to you. 
ToVice-Almiral LEKSTOCR, Ec. 


Many Perſons are alarmed, and cannot poſſibly 
judge or ſurmiſe any Cauſe for this Proceed ing 
againſt the Vice-Admiral; numberleſs and various 
are the Reaſons given by others; ſome attribute it 


to Trekſon or Cowardice; others are ſilly enough 


to affirm it to be for holding a Correſpondence with 
the Enemy, or being in Concert with the diſaffected 
Perſons, who were to favour the Invaſion in Be— 
half of the Prentender ; nothing leſs flagrant ſay 

they, 
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they, conſidering all Circumſtances, can juſtify 
ſuch a new and unprecedented Stretch of Command 
in a Brother Admiral. It has been obſerved by 
the Sea Officers, that had any Part of the Vice- 
Admiral's Conduct diipleaſed in the late Fight 
with the Spaniards, the Admiral who commanded 
was too good an Oificer to have ſuffered him to 
have continued his Authority after that, and in 
Sight of the Enemy, when a more general Action 
was expected every Moment: Likewiſe it has been 
laid, that he did not obey immediately the Signal 
to give over chaſing the Enemy the ſecond Day 
after the Battle, when they eſcaped with their 


lame Ships; for the Minchelſca, a Frigate of 20 


Guns, was lent after him, whoſe Captain told the 
Vice Admiral, that it was the Admiral's Direc- 
tions to give over Chace, and to come into the 
Fleet, and keep near to him. In ſhort, all that 
we are able to gather from ſo many different Ac- 
counts, 1s the Certainty that theſe Gentlemen ne- 
ver lived in any Friendſhip or Harmony; when- 
ever they met they were Oppoſites, as is manifeſt 
from the following Letters. 


Neptune, Hieres Road, Nov. 9, 1742. 
STR, | 
6 Lovett has told me your good Intentions 
towards him, in removing him into a Fourth 
Rate; at the ſame Time, you think of removing 
Captain Lingen from the El;zabeth to be my Cap- 


tain. The Elizabeth, I think, is as good a Se- 


venty Gun Ship as any the King has; and as 
Capt. Lingen was put into her from the Cambridge 
by his Friend and Relation, Sir Zohn N 1 
muſt ſuppoſe, it he has not been guilty of ſome ex- 
traordinary Crime, it is doing him an Injury; and if 


he has been guilty of ſuch, I ſhould at leaſt know 
it before I can give my Opinion (if my Opinion 
2 


he 
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© ah 
be neceſſary) for or againſt what is propoſed by 
the Meſſage from you by Captain Lover? to, Sir, 
Your's, Ec. =. 


Ric. LESTOcR. 


F S 1 R, a | | 

I Defired Captain Zoverr to acquaint you, that 
he had been ſtrongly recommended to me by 

ſeveral People, moſt of whom I was deſirous of 

obliging, and that I deſigned to give him a Fourth 

Rare, and to appoint Captain Lingen to be Cap- 


tain of the Neptune, judging he would be an agree- 


able Perſon to you, as you had bred him up, con- 
ſequently was well acquainted with him. In An- 
ſwer to which, you are 8 to write me a Jet- 
ter, the Contents of which are paſt my Under- 
ſtand ing; except you mean, that no Perſon ought 
to be appointed your Captain, but by Way of 
Puniſhment for any Crimes he may have com- 
mitted, and you to be acquainted with them, that 
you may judge whether or no thoſe Crimes deſerve 
ſo ſevere a Puniſhment. I am, Sir, 


Yours, Oc. SM 
Taro. MarREWS. 


Neptune, Hieres- Road, Nov. 12, 1 742. 


SIR, 


1 Have the Favour of your Letter of the roth 


Inſtant; I am ſorry I ſhould write any Thing 
to you, not plainly to be underſtood, and there- 
fore I take the Liberty to explain it thus. — If it 
be Preferment, or a Favour conferred on Captain 


Lovett, to remove him from being my Captain, to 


the Command of a Fifty Gun Ship, it is, without 
Poubt, a Preferment to the Captain of a Ferry 
| un 


J ͤ ER ET 
GET * 


E31 
Gun Ship to have the Elizabeth, and conſequently 
in my Opinion, an Injury to the Perſon put to be 


Captain of this Ship from the Elizabeth; for, as 


I underftand it, Captain Lovett is to be removed, 
that Chance may put it in his Power to make his 
Fortune, which by being here it is not, and, by 
the ſame Parity of Reaſon, he who comes here has 
it put out of his Power. 

Captain Lingen I brought up, ard he has been 
always very grateful in his Acknowledgments to 
me, but he has had a Command upwards of 32 
Years, and is now between 50 and 60 Years of 
Age. I need not trouble you with my Age and 
Conſtitution; but I am obliged to fay, for the 
Support of the Honour of the Flag I bear, that a 
young and active Man is abſolutely neceflary for a 
Captain to me, and indeed to all Admirals, and 
when J loſe Captain Lovett, I hope to have ſuch 
a one. I do not point out to you whom you ſhould 
prefer, but the eldeſt Maſter and Commander is 
Beppe Stepney, who is a young and active Man. 
— Not that I know any more of him than on the 
Services he has been employed in ſince I have been 
on this Wee but by what I have ſaid, I do not 
intend to di 


iſpute your Authority, being, Sir, 


: Yours, c. 
R. LESTOck. 


Namur, in Villa Franca Harbour, Nov. 16, 1743. 


STIR, | - 

V OU cannot poſſibly be more deſirous of com- 

manding in chief, than I am of reſigning; it is 
my real Opinion that ore of us two will-go home, 
and that ſoon, but it is not in my Power yet to 
ſay which of us will go; let that be as it may, I 
will take Leave to give you a Piece of good Ad- 
vice; In the firſt Place, treat your Captains with 
7, | more 


141 


more Decency, and in the Manner Officers ought 


tend for Sail makers into his Cabbin, and to ask 
him Queſtions, which, by their Nature, are lead- 
ing to accuſe Captains of indirect Practices, the 
Conſequences of which you are full well acquaint- 
ed with. Indeed it is the firſt Time I ever knew 
that a Flag- Officer gave himſelf the Trouble of 
ending for other Ships Sails to repair them in his 
own Ship, the doing of which (particularly that 
Ship's Sails) appears to me in a very odd Light, 
as does the latter Part of your Letter to Captain 
Ambroſe, in Anſwer to an Officer like, well-bred 
Letter ; all kind of Stores belonging to the Kivg 


are to be made Uſe of for the Good of his Service. 


] am no Store-keeper, but when any Demands are 
brought me, I ſupply them, if any ſuch be in any 
of the Ships under my Command : I do not re- 
member that I ever made thar Reply to any Com- 
wander, nor indeed do I believe it was ever done 
before by any Flag. It 1s the Captain's Duty to 
make known his Wants to his commanding Officer, 
and I take Leave to fay it is his Duty to ſupply 
_ thoſe Wants, if judged to be ſuch by him, and 

they are to be had either afloat or on Shore, Such 
Replics are peeviſh and waſpiſh, and unbecoming 


the Dignity of a command ing Officer. 

I am Yours, E9:. | 
Tuo. MArHEWS. 
Neptune, Hieres Road, Nov. 18, 1743. 


STR, 
Do not underſtand your ſaying that I cannot 


L poſſibly be more defirous of commanding in 


chief than you are of reſigning, and it is your real 
Opinton, that one of us two will go home, and 


that 10032, Ec. 
; am 


to be. It ill becomes a commanding Officer to 


L 

I am always glad to be adviſed, but wyl not 
take up your Time in anſwering the long Para- 
graph in your Letter relating to the Rupert, any 
more than that her Rudder was on her Deck, ſhe 
was caulking, and the Captain ſent to me deſiring 
to heel, when his Rudder was hung, and the 
Caulking compleat; in regard to thoſe Circum- 
ſtances, and to thoſe only, I ſent for the Sails to 
this Ship: And as to my Anſwer to the Captain's 
Letter, I had told him I would, on writing to 
me, ſupply every Specie of Store defired, and to 
be had, but as Demands were Scraps of Paper, I 
would not have them made to me, only ſuch as 
were to be ſent to Mahon to the Commiſſioner: 
This had been told to other Captains as well as to 

him, before the Letter he takes Notice of, 


I am, Sir, Your's, Cc. 


RICH. LEsTOCK. 


After the Fleet got into Aſahon Harbour, there 
was a Paper War carried on between them; where 
it is ſaid, that the junior Flag at laſt was led by 
his Attachment to his King and Country, and in 
9 poem to himſelf, to ſpeak in very ſtrong 

erms, and with too little Reſpect, confidering 
the known Cuſtom and Practice at Sea, which is 
never to ſpeak Truth in Contradiftion to your ſu- 
perior Officer, even if it ſhould happen to be in 
Defence of your own unblemiſhed Repuration, and 
abſolutely neceſſary for the Execution of his Ma- 
jeſty's Service. It is a Maxim only to ſpeak ſuch 
Truths as will be agreeable to him, otherwiſe you 
are never to be forgiven. To conclude, either the 
one or the other muſt be to blame ; the Superior 
in depriving his Majeſty of the Service at this 
Time, of ſo able and brave an Officer, or the In- 
ferior in doing ſomething deſerving of this Cen- 

. ſure: 
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fare : However, it will be doing Juſtice to the 
Publick and to this Gentleman, before we go any 
farther to take a View of his Character. 

We find when the late Lord Torrington, who 
was a great Sea-Officer, introduced him to the 
King, he was pleaſcd to ſay, That he took the 
Liberty to recommend to his Majeſty's Favour one 
of the moſt able, and the beſt Quarter-deck Otti- 
cers that ever had been bred at Sea. This has been 
always the Judgment of every Sea-Officer, even 
Mr. Leftock's Enemies cannot help acknowledging. 
his great Capacity and Underſtanding : That he 
is indefatigable in his Duty, knowing, well qua- 
Iified, and o perfe ly acquainted with every 
Branch of the Navy ; that the Difficulties of the 
greateſt Command cannot exceed the Bounds. and 
Extent of his Genius. It appears, that he has 
been conſtantly employed in his Majeſty's Service 
from his Infancy; never any Length of Time on 
the Halt Pay : Conſequently with. no more than 
equa] Talents, he mult excel thoſe in Knowledge 
and Experience, who have lived aſhore any Num- 
ber of Years, and are but newly returned to re- 
trieve what they have Joſt, by a long Abſence 
from their Trade. ; 

Theſe Talents, both natural and acquired, en- 
deared him to Admiral Vernon; and he no ſooner - 
Join'd him at Jamaica, than that brave Officer, 
in Juſtice to his Merit, gave him a Commiſſion to 
wear a diſtinguiſhing Pendant, and appointed a 
Captain to the Boyne under him. 

When the Fleet returned from Carthagena to 
Port Royal, he was diſpatched home with the three 
Deck-Ships, where he arrived at the Time that the 
French and Spaniſb Squadrons were triumphantly 
carrying on the Settlement of Don Philip in Italy: 
He, therefore, as the propereſt Perſon, was ſent 


with a Reinforcement to the Aid and Aſſiſtance of 
Admiral 


© OM Br 

Admiral Haddock ; but when he got to Mahon, he 
found that Gentleman, from an Indiſpoſition, al- 
together incapable of commanding, with the great- 
eſt Part of the Fleet very ſickly and unfit for Sea; 
while the Spaniards continued to fend, and carry 
on their Embarkations to Taly with all imagina- 
ble Succels. 152 

Admiral Haddock's Indiſpoſition, and his ap- 
pointing Mr. Leſtock to command during his 
Illneſs, appears from the following Extract of a 
Letter from the Former to the Latter: 


Extract of a Letter from Admiral Haddock ro Mr. 
. Leſtock. 


Mahon, 67% March, 1741. 
SIX, 8 1 

Ncloſed goes the Copy of an Order I have 
thought fit to deliver to the Captains of his, 
Majeſty's Ships, for their obſerving ſuch Directions 
as you ſhall give them, during my Indiſpoſition, 
for the more ſpeedy Equipping, and getting their 

Ships reſpectively in a Readineſs for the Sea, c. 


N s Hl d. 


By Nicholas Haddock, Z/q; Rear-Admiral 
of the Red Squadron, &c. and Commander 
in Chief, &c. | | 


| Whereas it is abſolutely neceſſary, from the 
Indiſpofition I am at preſent fubje& to, that the 

Equipment of the Squadron in all Reſpects ſhould 
be carried on by the Direction of Commodore 
Leſtock, the ſecond Officer in Command, you are 
therefore hereby required, and directed, to cauſe 
the Ship you command be kept in a conſtant Rea- 
dineſs for the Sea, and to obſerve Mr. Leſtock's 
Orders, for the preſent, in every Thing that ſha}l 
be moſt conducive to the Equipment of the Squa- 
| C dron, 
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dron, and in Conſequence the Service of his Ma- 


March 6, 1741. 
| N 
To the Captains and Commanders 


of his Majeſiy's Ships and Veſ- 
ſels in Port. | 


No Time was Joſt by this active Officer; and 
by great Diligence and conſtant Attendance, the 
Fleet was equipped and many of the Ships careen- 
ed. The Seamen were recovered from the Hoſ- 
pital, and by reducing every Ship's Complement in 
Proportion, with the additional Help of 500 Sol- 
diers from the Ifland, they were all in a Condition 
to {ail in much leſs Time than could have been 
expected: But ir ſeems, as the Admiral's Health 
eould not permit him to go to Sea, it was judged 
by a Counci] of War, only neceflary to ſend out 
five or fix Sail under the Command of a Captain. 
Theſe Ships were juſt upon ſailing, when the 
Folkſton from Marſcilles brought certain Intellj- 
gence of the Diſpoſition of the Enemy; upon 
which Mr. Leech made a proper Repreſentation 
to the Admiral, with his Opinion of the Conſe- 
quences of ſending ſo ſmall a Force, which pre- 
vailed ſo far, as to cauſe a Council of War tv be 
called, where it was unanimouſly agreed, that it 
was — for the whole Fleet immediately to 

put to Sea. | | 
1742+ Accordingly, the Fleet failed in the 
Reginning of April 1742, under the Direction of 
Mr. Zeftock, who was ſoon after authorized by his 
Majeſty to take the Command upon him. The 
Moment we appeared off Toulon, where the French 
and HHaniſh Squadrons had been ſome Time after 
their Return from {7a/p; a general Alarm enſued, 
the Battectes were repaired with great Diligence, 
; I double 


jeſty. Dated at 
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double mann'd, more Guns mounted, new Fortif. 
cations raiſed, Booms got acroſs. the Harbour's 
Mouth, and all the military and neceſſary Prepa- 
rations made, as if they immediately expected a 
ſudden Attack at that Port. | 

Their Situation, Strength and Forwardneſs be- 
ing perfectly viewed and conſidered; then by an 
excellent, well judged Diſpoſition of the Squadron, 
all along the Coaſt of Catalonia, Provence and 
Italy, chere was the finiſhing Stroke put to the 
Spaniſh Progreſs. Some Veſſels were taken and 
deſtroyed, one of which was burnt in Sight of 
Toulon and the united Fleets ; and the Embark- 
ations then on Foot were entirely fruſtrated, diſ- 
continued, and all the Troops diſembarked; the 
Infant of Hain, who was to have gone by Sea to 
his new Kingdom, being then at Antibes with the 
Royal Galleys of Spain, found it now impracti- 
cable, and did not a tempt it, or indeed any Em- 
barkation. The French continued to be under 
great Apprehenſions, eſpecially in Regard to their 
extenſive Trade, which was not the leaſt of their 
Fears; and they were taught that their Policy, 
which they had ſo long practiſed in amuſing and 
captivating other Nations with Wiles and Artifice, 
could not avail. 

The Spaniſh Army that had been already tranſ- 
ported into {za/p, on board and under the Cunvoy 
of the combined Fleets of France and Spain, with 
ſeveral other Embarkations which ſoon afterwards 
followed, dwindled and moulder'd away : They 
were not only very ſickly, but they deſerted by 
Thouſands, particularly to the Venetians, who 
gave them great Encouragement, and this entirely 
owing to Care that was taken to prevent any Sup- 
ply, Succour, or Re-inforcement reaching them; 
whereby this Army, 1o much the darling Wiſhes 


and Hopes of the Queen _ Spain, was deprived 
| Ys 2 of 


b 


of all poſſible Means of putting her Deſigns in 
Execution, and forced to lie in a State of Inaction 
in daily Expectation ot more Force, the real Souree 
of its Miſcarriage, until at laſt, inſtead of con- 
quering States and Dominions, it was reduced to 
ii {o ſmall a Remnant, that it was neceſſitated to act 
f on the Defenſive, and fly from Corner to Corner, 
| ſeeking a Refuge, and leaving behind it many In- 
f ſtances of Diſtreſs, with more and more Deſerters; 


Oo 


| the common Conſequences of a fugitive Army,with- 
| out a Supply or Recruit, 

j This Diſpoſition of his Majeſty's Ships had its 
deſired Effect; it occaſioned the greateſt Conſter- 
nation to both our public and private Enemies; at 
the ſame Time that it gave Satisfaction and Confi- 
dence to all the King's Allies : 'They ſaw a power- 
ful Squadron employed in the moſt aſſid uous Man- 
ner, annoying the common Enemy, and aſſiſting 
and ſupporting them, under an active Leader, who 
had nothing more at Heart, than the vigilant Exe- 
cution of his Maſter's Commands, and the Service 
of his Country. Our Merchants at Leghorn, who 


were before in a very deplorable, deſpairing Way, 


8 — — rr e 
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diſpoſed of in this Manner, deterred the SHaniards 
from making any Attempt upon that Town, and 
was the Means of preſerving a perfect Tranquility 
there, It was not long before the King of Sar- 
dinia expreſſed his Satisfaction in a particular 
Manner, and not only ſent his royal Thanks to 
Mr. Leftock, for hisj great Zeal, and theſe his 
Services in the Common Cauſe, but cauſed them 
to be repreſented at London: And to compleat 
this Pleaſure, he received a Letter from his Majeſty's 
Principal Secretary of State, congratulating him 
upon the Opportunity which he had to ſhew his 
great Zeal and Abilities for his Majeſty's Service, 
and acquainting him with his Majeſty's entire 

Ap- 


were protected, and the Appearance of ſuch a Fleet, 
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1 
Approbation of his Conduct in the well. judged 
Diſpoſition he made of the Squadron tor an- 
noying the Enemy, and aſſiſting and ſupporting 
the King's Allies; as will appear from the tollow- 


ing. 
Extract of a Letter from the D—— of N——lez 
to Mr. Leſtock, dated Whitehall, the 1ſt of 
July, 1742. 
AIX. 


1 ſhould ſooner have returned you my Thanks 
for the Favour of your Letters of the 28th of 
April and 1it of May, in which you gave me an 


Account of your having taken upon you the Com- 


mand of his Majeſty's Squadron, and your Pro- 
ceedings in Contequence of it, if I could have 
found any ſafe Opportunity of conveying a Letter 
to you. I have now the Satisfaction to acquaint 
you with his Majeſty's entire Approbation of your 
Conduct, in the well judged Diſpoſition you made 
of the Squadron, for annoying his Majeſty's Ene- 
mies, and aſſiſting and ſupporting the King's 
Allies, in which the King of Sardinia has ex- 
preſſed a particular Satisfaction. | 

His Majeſty extremely approved your ſending 
ſome Ships to cruize in the Adriarick Sea, in or- 
der to intercept any Veſſels that might be employ- 
ed in bringing Stores or Proviſions tor the Spaniſh 
and Neapolitan Armies. | 

I heartily congratulate you upon this Opportu- 
nity, which you have had, to ſhew your Zeal, 


and Abilities for his Majeity's Service, which you 


have employed in ſuch a Manner, as bas his Ma- 


Jeſty's moſt gracious Approbation. I moſt ſincere ly 


wiſh you a Continuance of your Health, and ſhall 
be glad of all Occafions, to convince you of the real 
Truth and Regard, with which I am, 
Sir, Yours, Sc. H 8 Nx. 
| Such 
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Seas to protect their Tra 
ſignation to live eighteen Years a ſhore, and ſee 
many junior Captains made Admirals; but now 
ſuch was the Exigency of the State, and his great 


— —— — — — 
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1 
Such was the low, deſpicable State of the Enemy, 
and the flouriſhing Condition of the Hritiſh Fleet, 
and the King's Allies, when Vice-Admiral Ma- 
ther arrived from England at Villa Franca the 


25th of May, and took upon him the Command 


of the Fleet. This able Gentleman, when the 


| Eaſt India Company, in the Year 1721, applied 


for a {mall Squadron of his Majeſty's Ships in or- 
der to deſtroy ſome Pirates who infeſted their 
Trade to the Eaſi Indies, was diſpatched on that 
Expedition, and returned in 1724, after having 
executed the Errand he was ſent on to ſo good a 
Purpoſe, that the Eaſt Ind ia Directors never after- 
adds applied for his 22% Ships to go ro thoſe 

ſe. He he had the Re- 


Experience, that he was prevailed upon to go to 
Sea; and he was appointed Vice- Admiral of the 
Red Squadron of his Majeſty's Fleer, and Com- 
mander-in Chief in the Medirerranean. 

Mr. Leſtock, at the fame Time, was appointed 


Rear-Admiral of the White Squadron of his Ma- 


jeſty's Fleet, and on the firſt of June was {ent by 
Mr. Mat hzwvs with the Body of the Fleet to ob- 
ſerve the Motions of the Enemy, as well as to in- 
tercept any Embarkation, which they might be 
poſſibly carrying on again; but they had given 


over all Thoughts of any ſuch Undertaking; and, 
on the contrary, were preparing to force their Paf- 


fage into Ttaly by Land. | 
While the Vice- Admiral remain'd at Villa. 


Franca on board the Namure, the Rear- Admiral 


kept the Sea; and, at this time, took the Oppor- 
munity of viewing Hieres Road; and having an- 
chored there one Night, he found it to be a ſpa- 
cious, commod ious, fine Bay, ſheitered every 2 

rom 
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[ 23 ] 
from the Wind and Sea, capable of containing the 
Royal Navy of Hritain, and one of the moſt fer- 
tile Spots in Europe, having Plenty of Wood, 
Water, and every Refreſhment; /o good and /efe 
a Situation, as being at an Anchor at Heres, not 
above nine Miles from the Enemy, where every 
thing which went in and out of the Harbour of Tou- 
lon might be very eaſi ly diſtinguiſhed ; and this 
Bay of ſo great an Extent, that it was not in the 


Power of the French Monarchy to fortify in ſuch 


a Manner as to hinder our Fleet at all Times and 


Seaſons from having Recourſe to ſo good a Sanc- 
tuary, was a painful Mortification to our Enemies. 

About the middle of June, the five Spaniſh 
Galleys, which had been prevented on our firſt 


Appearance on the Coaſt from carrying Don Philip 
from Antibes with another Embarkation into Taly, 
now venturing to creep all along Shore 1n their 


Retreat back, were imprudent enough to put into 


St. Tropez (a French Port a little to the Eaſtward 
of Hieres, incapable and unwilling to make any 
great Defence) imagining that being moor'd by 
the Walls of one of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's 
Sea-port Towns, defenceleſs as it was, with the 
Terror of his omnipotent Name, would be a ſufficient 
Protection: But ſuch neutral Maxims did not now 
ſubſiſt; ſuch wiſe Policy was baniſhed ; there are 
Viciflitudes in the Body Politic, as in the Natural; 
and Capt. Norris of the Kingſton, with the Oxford 
and Spence Sloop, did not ler this Opportunity 
elcape ; but with theſe Ships went into thts Port, 
and covered the Duke Fireſhip until ſhe burnt the 
Galleys, in which they had the good Fortune to 
deſtroy ſo many at the Expence of one Fire ſhip; 
a Veſſel perhaps the beſt expended that ever was 


| burnt, conſidering the Importance of theſe Galleys 


to the Enemy, and the Difficulty of gettting more 
ſoon enough for their Purpoſe at ſo critical a 


Juncture, 
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uncture, when they ſtood moſt in need of them : 


Bur, the Spamards indiſcreetly mooring along 3 
Side one another, contributed to the Deſtruction 7 
of them in ſo eaſy a Manner. This Obſervation * 
is not made to diminiſh ſo glorious and well-exe- ; 


i cuted a Piece of Service, which is worthy of the 
wh greateſt Applauſe, and not only added to our 
Wetght abroad, and the Support of his Majeſty's { 
faithtul Allies, bur gave the French their Fears } 
and Apprehenſions: At the ſame Time, that it , 
convinced the Enemy that nothing would be left 
undone which was practicable, to compleat their 
Deſtruction, and render the Aid and Aſſiſtance 
of their Allies abortive. N 
The French continued the ir great Complaiſance 
and Civilities; they were too civil a Nation to 1 
ſthew any Reſentment; they were perfectly re- 
fipned to the Times: Wood, Water and Refreſh- h 
ments, or any thing that was wanted in a moſt 4 
polite Manner were allowed us: It was not a pro- 
per Time, and their Trade was not come home: 
On the contrary, they inſulted the Diſtreſſed, and 
ridiculed the Spaniards at Toulon, on this their 
Lofs, in the moſt outrageous Manner, which added 
Fuel to the Fire, fomented their former Differ- 
ences ; and theſe Antipathies broke ſoon out into 
endleſs Quarrels and continval Duelling, till at 
laſt it was ordered, that a Frenchman and a Spa- 
niard ſhould not uſe the ſame Houſe, in order to 
put an End to theſe Broils. Tho? embarked in the 
lame Bottom, with equally the ſame Caule at 
Heart; yet to ſuch Lengths were thoſe violent Heats 
and Animofities carried, between Officers of the 
higheſt Rank to the loweſt of both Countries, that ; 
they deſpiſed and mortally hatred one another, 4 
taking all Opportunities to teſtify their Abhor- p 


rence ; and never met on any Occaſien but when the 
Service 
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[ 25 } 
Service they were employed on made it abſolutely 
neceflary. | 

But from the Time that theſe Galleys were 
burnt, the French became more apprehenſive, and 
were kept in a continual Panic, inſomuch that 
one of their trading Veſſels having ſailed ſoon 
after from Toulon in the Morning, but meeting with 
ſome Accident was obliged to put back in the 
Night; at which all the Fortifications were im- 
mediately alarmed, their Fears would not ſuffer 
them to believe her to be any thing but an 
Engliſp Fireſhip, with the Fleet following: In a 
Moment they began to fire, employed all their 
Guns, and ſunk her preſently, whereby the whole 
Crew loſt their Lives. An Argument hotv 
much they were over-awed and daunted by our 
Strength. 

July the zd, Admiral Marhews joined the 
Fleet off of the Iſlands of Heres ; and after taking 
a near View of the Fleet in Toulon Harbour, 
which Ships were unrigged, we anchored the fifth 
of the ſame Month in Heres Bay, and on the 20th 
following the Admiral returned to Villa Franca, 
leaving Mr. Leftock with the Charge of the Fleet 
off Toulon. | * £5 8 | 

At this Time the People of Nee were in the 
greateſt Tribulation, for fear Don Philip ſhould 
attempt forcing his Paſſage through that Country, 
having already requeſted the Favour of paſling 
with his Troops of the Commandant, who, con- 
fidering the Engagement of his Maſter, could not 


well be ſo complaiſant. In order, therefore, to be 


the better able to oppole the Infant, the Admiral 


put aſhore the Minorca Detachment under the 
Command of Colone] Hooke, amounting to about 
five hundred Men; likewiſe aſſiſted in lending 
ſome Cannon from the Ships to mount on Redoubts 
that had been raiſed to repulſe and deter the Spa- 

ID | niard. 


1 6] - 
aiard. Moſt part of the Summer was ſpent, and 
during the Stay of the Soldiers on ſhore, we ſu- 
ſtained no other Loſs than by Deſertion, many of 
them having been abroad too long, thought them- 
ſel ves to be in a manner baniſhed, and deſpairing 
to get home, great Numbers were tempted to 
deſert. | 
The Admiral came to the Fleet in the Begin- 
ginning of September at Heres ; as allo did Cap- 
tain Martin ot the Tpſ/wich, who, with the Oxford, 
Panther, Feverſbam, and the three Bomb Ketches, 
had been at Naples, and intimidated his Neapolitan 
Majeſty into that Treaty of Neutrality which had 
a general Approbation: Defence leſs Walls, Can- 
non Balls, Bombs, Men's Fears, Women's Tears, 
the Apprehenſion of a Capital in Aſhes, are pre- 
vailing Arguments: There 1s more Rhetorick in 
them, and they make more Diſpatch, than the 
wiſeſt Policy and Addreſs of the ableſt Miniſter, 
who has no ſuch Expedients ready at hand to ap- 
ply, but muſt entirely depend on his Art of Per- 


ſuaſion in the Oratory, and Elocution of his 


Tongue. = 
The Fleet, in perfect good Order and Health, 


continued to lie at Hieres, a wholeſome Climate, 


the fineſt Centine], Box, and the beft look-out 
Houſe in the World, where they could hear and 
ſee every Motion of the Enemy: Here the dif- 
ferent Cruizers daily reſorted after being relieved ; 
to Wood, Water, take Proviſions on board and 
refit; then, 1n their Turn, according to the Ne- 
ceflity of the Time, were ſent out again. The 
Tenders. alfo occaſionally came from Mahon with 
Proviſions and Stores: This conſtant Sight no 
doubt was an Heart-break to our Enemies, and 
much more to the French, to experience thus daily 
ane of their own Ports, in ſpite of all their Power, 
contribute ſo much to our Safety and their Diſap- 
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L 27 ] 
pointment; yet they kept up the Shew of Friend- 
ſhip, and frankly ſupplied us with whatever we 
demanded, particularly in freſh Meat for the few 
ſick People, which were chiefly on board of the 
cruizing Ships that had laſt come in from a Cruize. 
1742-3—— Nothing of any Conſequence hap - 


pened until February following, when the Tp/- 
Tich, Revenge and Ann Galley Fireſhip we re 
ſent to Hiace in Corſica, where, on preparing o 
attack the St. I/idore, a Spaniſh Ship of War of 


64 Guns (which Ship had lain there about a 


'Twelvemonth for want of Maſts, all other Stores 
and Men) and ſending a Meſſage to Captain De. 


lage de Cuelly to ſurrender the Ship, they, the 


Moment the Meſſenger put off, received a Diſ- 
charge of all her Cannon, and two or three Broad- 
fides paſſed : But as the Spaniſh Captain knowing 
his Weakneſs againſt this Force, had provided a 
great deal of Bruſh, and ſtowed it between Decks, 
intending to ſer Fire to the Ship rather than be 
taken, ſo ſoon as ſuch a Defence had been made as 
he thought adequate to his Honour ; upon crying, 
Fire, Fire, meaning the Guns, the Carpenter, 
with his Crew, who were quartered by this Bruſh 
for that Purpoſe, took the Word of Command to 
be to them, and ſet Fire to the Bruſh, by which 
Means the Ship was ſoon in a Blaze, blew up, 
and many loſt their Lives, having no Time to 
eſcape. 1 
. £728 In April and May the French at Tou- 
lon, began to call in their Men; and it is to be 
hoped it will not be thought an unneceflary Di- 


greſſion to obſerve, that they are a People whoſe 


warlike Genius ard Policy will always make them 
| a for every Event; even in the molt pro- 


ound Peace the young Officers and Guard- Marines 


are perpetually employed (at Breſt, Toulon and 


Rochfort) in thoſe Execciſes that are Images of 
D 2 | War, 


28 

War, where they are carefully inſtructed in the 
different Ways of working a Ship, and learn the 
Structure of Veſſels, with the Names and Ules of 
all their Parts, where they are chiefly taught to 
obey and attain to that Dexterity, indiſpenſably 
neceſſary to attack and ſurprize a vigilant and ſub- 
tile Enemy. To do theſe Academies Juſtice, 
there is nothing neglected to awaken in young 
Perſons the Love of their Duty, and to raiſe an 
Emulation in them to out-do one another : All 
their Thoughts are applied to thoſe kinds of 
Knowledge which help to rectify the Mind, ha- 
bituate it to Attention, and to acquire Penetration 
and Strength of Judgment: Hence that Nation, 
ſupercilious and volatile, as it appears in our Eyes, 
has always a ſufficient Number of regular, well- 
bred Officers to command in their Fleet upon any 
Emergency. | 

Fourteen Xebecks loaden with Ammunition , 
Cannon, and other warlike Stores from Majorca, 
bound to any Part of {zaly, where they could he 
landed for the Uſe of the Spanip Army, having 
got ſafe to Genoa the latter End of une; Admi- 
ral Mathews on board of the Namur, with the 
Barfleur, Norfolk, Princeſs Caroline, Ipſeeich and 


Revenge, went there and concluded a Treaty ; 


wherein it was ſtipulated, that the Republick, at 


their own Expence, {ſhould ſend this Cannon and 
Ammunition in neutral Bottoms to Corſica, where 
they were to be depofited during the preſent War 
in [toly. | 

In July, fourteen more Xehecks with Cannon 
and Ammunition eſcaped our Cruizers, by keep- 
ing along the Coaſt of Barbary, and arrived at 
St. Latwrence, near Civita Vecchia, where they 
were landed, and afterwards conveyed to Viterbo 
tor the Uſe of the Span Army, in ſpite of the: 


Endeavours-.and Menaces of his Majeſty's Ships 


the 
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the Oxford, Diamond, Durſley, and a Bomb- 
Ketch, which Ships were ſent to frighten the 
Holy Father into a Compliance of what was de- 
manded ; who, however, managed Matters very 
well, in equivocating and aſſerting that theſe Veſ- 
ſels were unloaden by Compulſion; and in this 
Manner did the Prieſt baffle the Eugliſß Nation. 

The Guernſey cruizing off Cape de Gatte, much 
about this Time, did a comme ndable Piece of 
Service in deſtroying two Spaniſh Privateers, une 
of which was a Ship of 22 Guns, and 150 Men, 
that run in under the Shelter of a Fort of eight 
Guns, and the Wind blowing very freſh right 
upon the Shore, 1t was with great Danger that 
Capt. Corniſh beat her to Pieces. This Exploit 
ſtruck the Privateers with an extraordinary Panic, 
that for three Weeks or a Month after, none of 
them ſhewed their Faces on that Coaſt, or in the 
Gut, until prefling Orders came from Madrid to 
the Governors of the different Provinces, particu- 
larly to him in the Neighbourhood of Gibraltar, 
who forced them out again; and from the Encou— 
ragement they met with, they became as trouble- 
ſome and impudent as ever. 

Since which, a Sort of Neutrality was con- 
cluded ; the Garriſon at Ceuta being in a ſtarving 
Condition, the Spaniards engaged themſelves not 
to moleſt us in the Gur, provided we would, on 
our Part, admit their Boats to paſs to and fro to 
Ceuta: The commanding Sea- Officer thought it 
too ad vantageous a Propoſal to be refuſed; and 
by an Authority or Credential unknown, which 
not a litele ſurprized ſome, agreed to a Truce, 
which ſaved our Ships a great deal of cruiz ing, 
and for ſome Time perfectly ſecured our Trade; 
and now that the Garriſon is well ſupplied, the 
Spaniards have lately broke this Ceſſation. 

The Merchants complain grievouſly of the In- 

terruption 


Em 
terruption of their Trade here, but they are gene- 
rally drawn away, or blinded by the artful Infi- 
nuations of their Skippers, who never fail in the 
Knack to repreſent Misfortunes of this Kind, in 
the Colours neceſſary to ſhew they are owing to 
the Carclefneſs of others, rather than any Neglect 
of their own, Likewiſe the unthinking People 
of Gibraltar join with them in afluming a very 
great Liberty, who having little to do, have 
Leiſure to animad vert perpetually on the Conduct 
of Sea-Ofticers ; though their Knowledge in Sea 
Affairs is very ſuperficial, yet there is not one 
among them who does not decide with an Air of 
Suificiency and Preſumption; they talk too much, 
and do not hearken at all to others, and are vain 
enough to imagine themſelves infallible. In ſhort, 
nothing can eſcape their Cenſure, their Contumely 
and Obſervation, and the Judgments they form 
rom Appearances, a Smattering in the theory Part 
of an Officer, and the Prejudices they have con- 
ceived, which dazzle their Eyes, are extremely 
ſtupid and ridiculous. 

On the other hand, the Gentlemen of the Navy, 
who are puniſhed with this diſagreeable Station, 
where there is no Pollibility of pleaſing, have 
daily experienced the true Cauſes to proceed from 
an unalterable Obitinacy and Folly in the Maſters 
of the Merchant ſhips, which inconſiderate ſenſe- 
Teſs. Men have often been warn'd of the Danger, 
and earneſtly requeſted to ſtay, perhaps a Day, 
or leſs, when the Orders of the Captain cruizing 
in the Cut, or thereabouts, would have admitted 
him to have ſeen them ſafe through, or into Gzb- 
raltar Bay; nevertheleſs they have continued their 
Courſe in Contradiction to this Caution, raſhly 
depending on their own Strength, and have ſuffer- 
ed for their Contumacy : In like manner the 
er awley Pink was taken. 
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The Situation of the Straits Mouth, with the 


many other Advantages, which the Spantards poli- 


ſeſls in the Extent of Country to harbour theft 
pilfering Veſſels, who are in and out in a Moment, 
all along the Shore from Cape Trafalgar to 
Gibraltar, in ſpite of all the Endeavours and 
Circumſpection in the Power of Man, make it 
morally impoſſible for a ſmall Number of his Ma- 
jeſty's Ships to prevent many of our Trade falling 
into the Enemy's Hands; eſpecially as a weſterly 
Wind, which brings our Ships into the Gut, often 
blows ſo hard, that no Ship can keep that Station: 
But though an entire Succeſs is not to be command- 
ed here, yet it is to be confeſſed that a better Diſ- 
poſition might be made to guard againſt theſe 
paltry Privateers, which would make us the more 
deſerving of it, and entitle the Sea Officers to the 
like Benevolence and Returns of Gratitude, which 


our Merchants, on all Occafions, teſtified in a con- 


ſpicuous Manner to Mr. Haddock, for the Care he 
always took of their Commerce. 

Two Ships off Cape Spartel, two more, or 
Sloops to lie in Tangier Bay, with one or more 
in the Gut to look out, and convoy the Trade as 
the Veſſels arrive, never daring to leave on any Pre- 
tence whatſoe ver thoſe Stations, without a Ship or 
Sloop be ing upon each; and all Maſters of Mer- 
chant Ships upon the ſevereſt Penalties which the 
Law can inflict, be obliged, if they miſs catching 
a Convoy off Spartel, to look into Tangier Bay; 
but in Caſe the Wind ſhould be eaſterly, to ſearch 
for that Protection in St. Jeremy's Bay; doubtleſs 
this Method ſtrictly adhered to, would be of 


greater Service, and anſwer the Intention much 


better than any other that has been hitherto prac- 
tiſed: Beſides which, there ſhould be a prudent 
Otficer of ſome Judgment, directed to lie con- 
ſtantly in Gibraltar Bay, where he could receive 

| | the 


EE 


the beſt Intelligence, and give proper Orders to 
theſe Cruizers, which would be regulated in many 


Caſes by the Wind and Weather, the daily Occur- 


rences which happen, and the caſual Attacks of the 
Enemy. 

Tarife, the Bee-hive, from whence they can ea- 
ſily diftinguiſh a Sail whenever ſhe comes within 
the Capes, where commonly may be ſeen Swarms 
of them at a Time, is a very inconſiderable Place; 
a ſmal] Force would ſoon make a Bonfire of the 


whole Neſt, or deſtroy them effectually, by can- 


nonading, if landing was not thought neceflary to 
lay the Village in Aſhes; a much more notable 
Piece of Service, than any of our late boaſted Feats 
on the Coaſt of Catalonia: It is true, that an Ac- 
tion of this Sort would not totally ſuppreſs theſe 
pernicious Inſects, which, like Muſhrooms, are 
continually ſpringing up and making their Exit; 
but it would bring — a long Interval from their 
Inſult, the Privateers could not fetch Breath im- 
med iately; and if the Cueruſey frightned them for 
a Month, by the Miſchief ſhe did to them; by the 
fame Parity of Reaſon, ſuch a Deſtruction among 
them, would ſtrike a greater Terror, diſcourage 
new Adventurers, and keep them in perpetual 
Fear and Awe, in Proportion to the Importance 
of the Injury done them : For which Reaton this 
Enterprize is worth our Conſideration, as is every 
other where there is the leaſt Probability ot leſſen- 
ing their Numbers, or intimidating them from har- 
bouring in ſo advantageous a Situation, whereby 
they are enabled to do us the Prejudice which has 
given an Occaſion for hideous Clamours and Com- 

aints. 

The King of Sardinia having defeated the Spa- 
niards and French ſhamefully, who did not loſe 
leſs than eight thouſand Men in endeavouring to 


force the Paſſes about Sſa, it was appreher ded, 
that 
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that the next Attempt they made would be in the 
Country of Nice; there fore all poſſible Prepara- 
tions were made to repulte them, and to defend 
this Paſſage into {raly, new Works were raiſed, 
others were added to the old, with great Repairs, 
and the Rocheſter's lower Tier of Guns, and 
ſome others were mounted to the Sea-Side from 
Mount Alban; likewiſe the Barfleur and Nor- 


folk failed from Hieres to Villa Franca, with great 


Part of the Minorca and Gibraltar Detachments 
ſerving on board of the Fleet, in order that they 


might be in a conſtant Readineſs to be landed 
there, whenever any Neceſſiiy appeared; which 


Ships continued with Admiral Mathews, who 
had been there ever fince his Return from Genoa, 
while Admiral Leſtock watched the Spaniſþ and 
French Fleets in Toulon Harbour. | 

All the Prudence, Penetration, Policy or Ad- 
dreſs, which human Nature is capable of, could 
not have prevented the Enemy from facilitating 
and forwarding their Deſigns and Views in Italy, 
had it not been for the Ad vantages that the Fleet 
reaped from lying at Hieres, particularly in the 
Situation of that Bay, in its Nearneſs to Toulon: 
It was impoſſible that the Fleet, or any Force 
ſufficient to, cope with the combined Fleets, could 
have kept the Sea two ſuch ſevere Winters, in 
ſuch extraordinary hard Gales of Wind and great 
Seas, which were ſo frequent in theſe Gulphs : 
Lois of Maſts, crippling and diſabling the Fleet, 
if not loſing ſome of the Ships, would have been 
the Conſequence of endes vouring it: As it was, 
all the Stores which his Majeſty's Yard at Mahon 
could furniſh, barely ſupplied the Exigencies ot 
the Cruizers that were employed. Whether this 
proceeded from the Violence of the Weather and 
Sea, or the Ships being over maſted, eſpecially 
thoſe of the nc! Eitabliſhment, as they did cer- 
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tainly ſuffer the moſt, or want of Diſcretion, it is 
not eaſy to determine; but it is eafy from thence 
to form this Judgment, that bad the whole Fleet 
kept the Sea, and ſuch Accidents happened equal- 
ly alike to every Ship, it would have taken all the 
Stores in his Majeſty's Yards in England to have 
kept the Fleet in good Repair: Beſides, the Ships 
muſt have been refitted after ſuch long Cruizes, 
where many Men would have died (which Louſs 
could by no Means have been made good) fince 
we have experienced, that the greateſt Skill in 
Phyfick cannot provide Remedies againſt the Diſ- 
caſes, which the ſudden Heats and Colds, the 
Inclemency of the Weather, and, above all, ſalt 
Proviſions, unavoidably ſubje&t Seamen to. At 
ſuch Junctures then, when Want of Provifions and 
Water, Sickneſs, Loſs of Maſts and Streſs of Wea- 
ther, or any other Incidents in the Power of Wind 
and Sea, forced the Fleet to go to Mahon or to 
Villa Franca to repair; or even, when we were 
blown off the Coaſt, which muſt have been often our 
Misfortune ; in any of theſe Cafes, it would 
have been practicable for the Enemy, with the 
Aſſiſtance of the French, to have put their fa- 
vourite Schemes in Execution, and laughed at our 
vain, ridiculous Endeavours, in ſtriving againſt 
theſe Impoſſibilities to hinder them. 

Nothing 1s more obvious, than that this Bay 
was the principal Cauſe of preventing the Spa- 
niards from gaining their Point, as it not only 
kept our Strength together, but preſerved it from 


falling into an inferior Force to the Enemy, and 


the French Squadron: It ſaved alſo a great Ex- 
pence, and many Scamens Lives to his Majeſty : 
It kept the Fleet in good Order, and conſtant 
Readineſs for ſailing ; the Officers and Seamen 
fattening in a fine Climate, with Indolence, and 
ſlumbering without Anxiety, enjoying all the 
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Conveniencies and Advantages that could poflibly 
be procured in any Harbour, cxcepnny of 
careening our Ships, which was our only Trouble, 
as no great Number of them could be ſpared at a 
Time, in order to keep the Fleet, in general, 
tolerably clean, allowing for the Force of the 
Toulon Fleets, the Diſtance from Mahon, with 
the Conventency and uſual Diſpatch made there. 
In this Time of Neceſſity we had very few clean 
Ships, all the three Deck Ships were extremely 
foul, ſome of them having been off the Ground 
three Years and an half; however, the Marlbo- 
rough was diſpatched to Mahon, but alarmed back 
again without being able ro heave down ; and the 
Barfleur was on following her, had not Mr. Le- 
ſtock, confidering the Forwardneſs of the Enemy, 


and that there was already more Work to be done 


at Mahon, than the Artificers could poflibly do at 
a Time, taken the Liberty to ſtop her. 

This was a Misforrune, and a great Extenuation 
of our Power, in the Opinion of every Man, who 
— Judge of the Difference of a foul, and a clean 

Up. | 


On the contrary, from the Time that Don PH. 


lip, with the French Auxiliaries, had been 1gno- 
miniouſly defeated by the King of Sardinia, the 
French and Spaniards at Toulon began to fit and 
equip their Ships. | 

In Sprember, Orders came to careen the French 
one after another; ſoon after, an Order to clean 
three at a Time; and afterwards they diſpatched 
no leſs than five: 'Then the French, whenever 
they were done, removed into the outer Baſon to 
make Room for the Spaniards, who likewiſe ca- 

reened all their Ships, and re fitted with all poſſi- 
ble Expedition. 

While theſe Preparations were going on, no- 


thing was more talked of, nothing ſo often repeat- 
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36 
ed in all their Nes Papers, than that they ſhould 
be out very early in the Spring, to ſink, burn and 
deſtroy our Fleet, if we did not leave the Mediter- 
ranean ; but there is little Dependance on what a 
Frenchman ſays; however, much our Fleet wiſh- 
ed for their coming out, yet they had their Fears 
and Doubts, that all this Buſtle and Noiſe would 
prove in the End as uſual, to be meer French 
Boaſt, deſigned to amuſe the Queen of Spain, 
and to gain more Influence in the Courts of Europe, 
or perhaps a Stratagem to harraſs or keep us to- 
gether, in order to prevent the neceſſary Cruizers 
going out to annoy the Enemy, and hinder Em- 
barkations or Supplies getting to Haly; as allo 
to ſtop any Aſſiſtance being given to his Sardinian 
Majeſty, to put him in Poſſeſſion of Final, accord- 
ing to the Treaty of Worms. 

But theſe Apprehenſions were diflipated before 
the latter End of December, when they appeared 
to be ſo much in Earneſt, that all their Ships 
were cleaned, refitted and compleated in Read; 
neſs for the Sea. | 

The Spaniards, conſidering their great Neceſſi- 
ties, had made an unuſual Diſpatch, having been 
obliged to make their own Cables, and a great 
deal of their Rigging; they were forced to unman 
four of their ſmalleſt Ships, which, however, did 
not compleat the Complements of the reſt, but 
they daily expected the Number wanted from Ca- 
ralonia: And theſe four Ships which were to be 
Jeft behind, at all Events, would be getting 
realy to ſteal away the firſt unguard e Opportu- 
nity with Embarkations to Taly. 

The French, notwithſtanding their excellent 
Regulation of the Marine, and the extoll'd Ad- 
rantages of having Recourſe, on every Occaſion, 
to their Regiſter Seamen for the equipping and 
manning a Fleet in the Twinkling of an Eye, or 

in 


1 

in a ſurprizing incredible Jime, gave, at this 
uncture, a Proof, that they were almoſt as {flow 
as their Neighbours, and that the boaſted Value 
of their great Strength in having ſuch Numbers 
Seamen at a Moment's Warning, is rated by Ap- 
pearances, and not in Reality; for it was manifeſts 
after five or ſix Months trumpeting, proclaiming 
Pains and Penalties on the Bick ward and the Fu— 
gitives, with all the Power and Oppreſſion which 
an arbitary King can inflict, as well as laying an 
Embargo on all their Trade (which is exceedingly 
great in the Medirerranenn, eſpecially to and from 
Turky, that there may be ſeen near an hundred 
Sail at a Time coming from thence, bound to 
Marſeilles ; no pleaſant Sight to an Zngliſhman ; 
but what has been frequently obſerved fince our 
Fleet has lain at Zzeres) they were forced to drag 
into their Service Seven thouſand Men not re- 
giſtered ; One thouſand of which were Maſters of 
trading Ships, and imall Veſſels; and to this 
Streight and extream Diſtrels were they reduced, 
only to mann ſixteen Ships of the the Line of 


Battle. 


Our Cruizers were daily reſorting to Hieres; the 
Frigates, as well as thoſe Ships of the Line of 
Battle. Mr. Matthews himſelf arrived in the Na- 
nur the 28th of December, after fix Months Ab- 


ſence from the Fleet; the latter Part of which 


Time he had been at Turin, and was ſaluted by 
all the Ships, being now Admiral of the Blue 
Squadron of his Majeſty's Fleet, and Mr. Leſtock 
Rear Admiral of the Red Squadron. 

1 743-4—The 3d of Zanuary Vir. Leſtock hoiſted 
the St. George's Flag at the Foretopmaſi-head on 
board the Neptune, as did allo Captain Rowley 
the ſame Flag at the Mizentopmaſt- head on board 
of the Barfleur. This Gentleman was firſt ap- 
pointed a Capain in 1716, and commanded a 
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T-venty-Gun Ship for ſome Tears on the Iriſh Ha- 
tion, <ohere, if he had not ſo good an Opportunity 
70 ripen his great Talents, and to perfect his Fudg- 
neut and Experience, as in Fleets, or in the many 
different Expeditions the Royal Navy has ſince 
that Time been employed on, he, however, reaped 
the Sweets of an advantageous Station, from 
Tehence he was paid off, and continued on the half 
Pay, and did not receive a Commiſſion till 1741, 

=vhen he was appointed Captain of the Barfleur. 
Until the 12th of Zanuary, we could not muſter 
up more than eighteen Ships of the Line; conſe- 
uently we were under the moft anxious Appre- 


henfions, leſt the confederate Fleets ſhould hurry 


out of Toulon, and attack us; in which, were we 
to judge from their late Conduct and diſtinguiſhed 
Bravery, they would have certainly obtained a 
compleat Victory; but they let ſlip this Oppor- 
tunity, and our Ships the Elizabeth, Berwick, 

Princeſſa and Marlborough joined the Fleet from 


Mahone. No ſooner than the third of February, 


did the Somerſer and Warwick arrive, two Ships 
looked upon to be unlerviceable, and repreſented 
ro be almoſt ready to drop to Pieces, from being 
abroad fix or ſeven Years, that were juſt then up- 
on failing for England; but on this prefling Occa- 
ſion, luckily enough countermanded. And the 
tame Day the Dragon, Capt. Charles Watſon, un- 
expectedly came to Hieres, which Ship had been 
lately employed on the ſeveral Cruizes between 
Toulon and Gibraltar; and, in Conſequence of 
her Orders, was in her Tour to have cruized ſome 
Time off Cadiz, and then proceed to Lisbon, 
where the Captain of her was ſure of the Benefit 
of eight ved Moidores Freight Money; yet 
the Momen: he heard of the Pre parat ions of the 
Enemy, and the Like lihood of their coming out 


eo Sca, he made no Heſitation. The alluring Ad- 
vantages 
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vantages of a Trip to Lisbon, the darling Wiſhes 
of the Captains in his Majeſty's Fleet, with the 
fair Proſpect of catching an immenſe Fortune, on 
a Station extremely envied and ſought after, did 
not weigh with him, when he found them in— 
compatible with the Service of his King and 
Country- But from the moſt diſintereſted Motive, 
without Orders, he, with the utmoſt Expedition, 
Joined the Fleet at Heres, whereby this Gentleman 
may have poſſibly Joſt that confiderable Prize, 
which was taken by the Solebay, to the Value of 
300000 J. For at that Time he would have been 
on that Station, and the Solebay probably, either 
in Gibraltar Bay, or protecting our Trade in the 
Gut from the Spaniſh Privateers. A Demonſtra- 
tion of his great Eſteem of perfonal Poverty, when 
the true Intereſt of his Country called him ; ſuch 
an ardent Zeal, ſuch juſt and unbiaſſed Sentiments, 
ſo uncommon, nay without an Example in the 
Navy, cannot but raiſe our Admiration to the 
higheſt Pitch, and inſpire us with the moſt fer- 
vent Wiſhes for the Welfare and Happineſs of 1 
much real Merit, which cannot be rewarded with 
too much Diſtinction, nor public Acknowledg- 
ments. 

Captain Graves of the Marlborough, the Senior 
Captain in the Mediterranean, who had wore a 
broad Pendant, during the Time he had been 
Abroad, and repeated Signals, as the Superior of 


the third Diviſion, and commanding in the third 


Poſt ; an Officer of approved Loyalty and Capa- 
city, whoſe firſt Commiſſion, as a Poſt Captain, 
bears date January 1712-13; having been ever 
ſince employed in his Majeſty's Service, always 
contenting himſelf with ſuch Voyages or Services, 


as his Superiors had allotted him; eſpecially on 


the late Expedition at Carthagena, when many 
others ſneaked away from their Duty ro his Ma- 
jelty 
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jeſty and Publick, and got themſelves excufed: 
„ with the greateſt Alacrity, went that Voyage, 
and behaved himſelf with remarkable Bravery and 
Piicretion ; finding on his Arrival at Hieres Mr. 
Rowley, (a Junior Officer) Rear Admiral of the 
White Squadron, he immediately reſigned his 
Commiſſion, and went Home by Land, univerſally 
lamented by all his Officers and Ship's Company. 
He was not Maſter of that Docility and Submiſſion 
to continue ſerving under a Junior; his Spirit was 
0t ramed enough, neither would his Senſe of Ho- 
nour ſuffer him to be thus pliant: He therefore 
thought quitting the Navy the only Reſentment in 
his Power, as he could not bear the Mortification 
which he always faithfully endeavoured not to de- 
lerve; and he apprehended the Injury done to his 
Seniority, Pre-eminence and long Services, entire- 
ly ſet him free from all Subjection, or the leaſt 
Stain and Reproach for leaving the Fleet, when ſo 
fair an Opportunity was juſt ready to offer, to 
make known his further Abilities, Courage and 
Pre tenſion to a Flag. 
The Addition of ſeven ſuch Ships gave us great 
Spirits; and if we were diſpirited, or caſt down 
before, we were now got into the other Extream, 


exulting and defying our Enemies and their Auxi- 


liaries ; a generalJoy was diffuſed all over the Fleet, 
at the ſame Time that the French and Spantards 
did not at all like the Appearance of ſuch a Rein- 
forcement ; and though the Enemy had received 
the Complement of Men expected from Catalonia, 

et it was now given out that they ſhould not ſail, 
until they had farther Orders from Court: This 
Rumour joined to that good Opinion we are al- 
ways inclined to concei ve of ourſelves, and our in- 
viacible Armadas, with a very deſpicable one of 
our Enemy, led us to that Vanity of Conceit, that 


they 
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they durſt not venture: So eaſy are we puffed with 
with any View of Proſperity. | 

The French and Spaniſh Admirals came to 
Hieres, and took a View of our Fleet; Couriers 


were daily diſpatched to Court and arriving from 


thence ; Councils of War, the Reſource of all com- 
ſummate and experienced Commanders were fre- 
quently held * ; in one of which, the Spaniſh 
Officers oppoſed going to Sea, until they were 
reinforced, when the French Admiral, to put. an 
End to the Debate, read his Maſter's Orders, 
which were to proceed immediately to Sea in Con- 
junction with the Spaniſh Squadron, and after 
they had begun the Action, he was directed to 
_— us, or to bring our Fleet into Töulon Har- 

1 

While we were vainly boaſting of our Strength, 


and fooliſhly enough echoing aſhore, the Expec- 


tation we had of more Ships joining us every Day 
from England ; the French had Recourſe to their 
accuſtomed Artifice and Policy, in undervaluing 


and extenuating the Force of our Fleet; and with 


great Art and unwearied Ind uſtry, brought their 

r deluded People to believe that we were vety 
1nconfiderable ; only a few great Ships amongſt 
us, all the reſt Frigates, infinitely diſtreſſed for 
want of Men, Powder, and every neceflary Store, 
requifite to compleat a Ship of War : No Stone 
was left unturned, no Lye untold, however foolifh 
and ridiculous, that could poſſibly ſerve to enliven 
and animate their Men. But though theſe Re- 


* This we negleQed, though the confiant Practice of 
the greateſt Generals that ever lived; who have eſteemed 
it of che higheſt Importance in Affairs of War, to deli— 
berate with many, and to decide with few ; to aſſemble 
their principal Officers, to hear all their Opinions, and 
from thence form a ſecret Refolution to be exccuted with 
all poſſible Speed, | 

| | * pozts 
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ports were credited by the French with as wonder- 


ful a Facility as the. Authors of ſuch Falſhoods 


told them, yet neither the Span; Officers, who 
were equally able with the French, if not their 
Superiors, nor their Men, could be 1mpoſed upon 
in this egregious Manner; nay, even Fruths well 
atteſted by many concurrent Circumſtances, and 
clearly diſcerned by indifferent Perſons, that they 


would not admit of the leaſt Doubt, if told by a 


Frenchman, a Spaniard was ſure to refuſe his Be- 
lief. Truth and Falſhood from that Quarter, 
were alike regarded by the Spaniard, whole De- 


reſtation was become 1nvincible, through the ill 


Ulſage and repeated Inſults they had been conti- 


nually receiving from the French Nation in general, 


ſince their Refidence in Toulon Harbour; and by 
all Accounts, joined to the many Civilities and 


great Reſpect, which, upon every Occaſion, they 


paid to the Engliſh Gentlemen they catually met 
with, either at Marſeilles or Toulon, as well as 


their own Converſation, they would have rather 
joined us to have fought the French, than engaged 


with them againſt us. 
The French had concerted many Projects, to an- 


noy and deſtroy us, which were heartily ridiculed 
and laughed at by the Spaniards ; among which 


were the Bridges that they tryed the Experiment 


of, and exerciſed with wonderful Dexterity and 
Succels in Toulon Harbour, when the Water was 
as ſmooth as a Pond. Theſe extraordinary Ma- 
chines reached from the Laniards of their Shrouds 
upwards, and were intended to be made Ule of in 
boarding our Ships; they were contrived to Jet 
fall in an Inſtant upon us, by which thouſands 
were to enter, to ſwallow up our ſmall Numbers, 
and thereby take our Ships in a Trice. Another 
ſubtle Iavention of Deſtruction was a Contrivance 
to let drop Boxes of Combuſtibles from the Yard 
Arms, 
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Arms, to ſet us on Fire ; Scythes very long to cut 
our Rigging, and the Nettings which they had 


An 


many hard Gales of Wind which happe 


L-43 1 


heard that we had provided to catch the Boarders 
in, if they ſhould inconfiderately attempt this 
filly Stratagem. However excellent theſe Schemes 

4 Devices ſcemed to be in Speculation, it 18 
hardly poſſible that they could be executed 1n 
Fleets, and on Board of Ships much higher and 


loftier than thoſe from whence they were to be 


performed; wherefore the Spaniards very judici- 
ouſly contemned them as illuſi ve and infignificant 


and as the Fruits and Expedients of Brains ac- 


quainted with the Theory, but altogether Strangers 


to Practice. 


About the middle of Fanuary, the WinchsIſea 
was ordered off of Toulon, to obſerve the Motions 
of the combined Fleets; and notwithſtanding the 
ned be- 
tween that Time and the 87% of February, the 


Day that the Enemy got under Sail, yet that Ship 


kept her Station in a moſt ſurprizing Manner; 


keeping continually in Sight of the opening of 


Toulon Harbour, in which Captain Marſi gave 
a fignal Evidence ef his Vigilance and good Con- 
duct, which very juſtly acquired him the Applauſe 
of the whole Fleet as an able Officer, in whom 


might be placed the greateſt Confidence and Truſt. 


who might be entirely depended on in his indefa- 
tigable Look out, and unwearied Purſuit cf Intel- 
ligence. 

The Diamond was ſent ſome Time after to join 
with the Minchelſea in obſerving the Enemy, but 
ſhe was ſoon blown off her Station. | 

Next Day after the Vinchelſea tailed, the Ex, 
Feverſham and Chatham anchored under the Iilund 
of Porquerole (likewiſe the Dunkirk and Kinziun, 
and ſome Days before the Fleet ſailed) and were 
ſtationed there, being about half Way between 
as F 2 the 
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the Admiral and the Winchelſea, in order to ob- 
ſerve and repeat Signals from both ; and as the 
1 moſt convenient Intercourſe for the Paſſage of all 
40 Orders and Intelligence. © - 
14 The latter End of this Month, by the Diligence 4 
of our faithful little Cruizer, we were informed - 
that the Freuch Squadron had got out into the 
great Road at Toulon, but an hard Gale of Wind 
coming eaſterly, prevented the Spaniſh Ships from 
following until a Week after ; theſe Truths were VS: 
ſoon confirmed from the Shore, and ſtill fome of 1 
the Unbelieving, imagined the united Fleets would j 
never come to Sea. 3 1 
Medneſday, February 8, at Three in the After- 4 
noon, the Winchel/ſea came in Sight, in the Weſt- ; 
ern Paſſage of the Bay, and made the Signal that 
the combined Fleets were coming out; upon which 4 
the Eſſex, at an Anchor under the Iſland of Por-. 
qucrole, repeated the Signal, and then the Admi- 4 
ral anſwered them *. Immediately after, the 4 
ublick ard private Signals were made to unmoor 
with all poſſible Expedition, when the Fleet un- a 
moored, hove ſhort, and lay ſo all Night; being : 
little Wind, the French and Spaniſh Ships came 4 
io an Anchor under the Land near Toulon Har- 'I 
our, and the Oxford and Guernſey got under Sail, 
in order to lie without the Iflands to obſerve 


them. | 
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Thurſday, Feoruary 9, at Dawn of Day, little {3 
Wind and almoſt Calm, we ſaw the Real, the Sa. 
1: Admiral, with a French Ship of War over the = 


* Vice Admiral Ze/ock ſays, in the Account he deli- j 
vered to tie Houſe of Commons, that he at this Time þ 
waited of Mr. Mathews, and deſired to know, as he had 
the Honour to command next to him, and the Enemy 
was in Sight, if he had any particular Commands or In- 
ſtructions, but he anſwered No, ſaying it was very cold, 
and bid him go aboard. | 
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low Land ſtand ing off and on. At Nine, the E ere 


made the Signal that the combined Fleets were un- 
der Sail. At Ten our Fleet weighed on a little 
Breeze of Wind ſpringing up Weſterly ; 2when rhe 
Admiral for the firſt Time, ſince he commanded in 
the Mediterranean, made the Signal for the Fleet 


to draw into a Line of Battle, one Ship a-head of 


another; and the Vice-Admiral with his Diviſion 
made Sail a-head, but about Noon the Admiral 
made the Signal for the Van of the Fleet to tack, 
and we continued all the reſt of the Day plying to 
Viindward, between the Iſlands and the main 
Land in the Bay of Hieres, where there was not 
room to form a Line. At Five the Fleet anchored 
in the Bay, the Enemy were employed this Day 
in forming a Line of Battle in the beſt Order, and 
by haling their Wind, they not only ſeemed to be 
ſenſible of the Advantage they already had in the 
Weather- gage, hut they, like able Officers of cool 
Heads — ſolid udgments, were preparing to get 
into the wiſeſt Diſpoſition of Battle in their Power, 


and were unwilling to make an ill Uſe of the Aſſiſt- 


ance of Providence, by making too much haſte to 
bear down upon their Enemy in Diſorder and 
Confuſion. 

Friday, February 10, the Fleet, at Day break, 
weighed with the Land Breeze, and at Seven the 
Admiral having made the Signal for the Fleet ro 
draw into a Line of Battle one aſtern of the other, 
with a large Wind, and for thoſe to lead who 
were to lead with their Starboard * Tacks abroad 

by 


* Tack, is a Rope ſo called, which is faſten'd to the 
Clew, or Corner of the Mainſail or Foreſail, which when 


hauled down, makes the Sail ſtand fairer, and gives the 

Ship more Way through the Water. 
To tack, is to put the Ship about, ſo that her Head 
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by a Wind, the Vice-Admiral and his Diviſion an- F 
ſwered this Signal, by making Sail immediately | 
a-head ; but the little Wind, with an high weſtern | 
Swell, and the unaccountable Impatience of many | 
of the Ships in crowding and preſſing upon one 
another, whoſe unſeaſonable Eagerneſs was not to 
be held in, even by Order and Diſcipline, hin- 
dered the Fleet from getting out of the Bay in the |. 
Diſpofition of Battle, according to the Signal | 
abroad. Inſtead of Obedience, the firſt Habit 
which a military Man ſhould learn, no leſs than | 
twelve or fourteen Ships of the Van and the Cen- 
ter, with both their Chiefs, were got into the |. 
Southern Paſſage where there is no anchorings | 
mixed in an Heap, Heads and Sterns athwart, | 
juſt upon being aboard of one another, entirely | 
governed and conducted by the Swell, with all 
their Boats endeavouring to tow them clear of this 
10 imminent Danger, without any Probability f 
Mt eſcaping a greater Loſs than any in the Power of 
the Enemy to inflict; a pleaſant Sight to them, | 
and an anxious Situation and Concern to us, yet 
beyond the Judgment and Expestation of a Man, | 
who depends not on the coming of Miracles in 
every Exigency of Life, the Ships were extricated 


5A * 3 


from theſe Difficulties, as it were, by the Inter- 
vention ot the Deity. 1 
We diſcovered the Enemy, the Body of their | e 
Fleet bearing about S. W. diſtant four or five | 1 
Leagues, who ſtood towards us, ſeeming to have | | 1 
may look another Way. j 7 
Wen a Man ſtands at the Stern of a Ship, with his | ( 
Face towards the Head, the right-hand Side of the Ship, | Þ 
to him, is called the Starbeard, and the left-hand Side, N ; f 
the Larboard. | | I * 

So that the S'arboard-Tack, ie, when a Ship's Head | 
fands to the Right, and the Larboard-Tack, when it Y 
ttands to the Leſt. | = ©; 
N the 
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the Wind weſterly, while what little we had was 
eaſterly. At Noon, the Boyne and Chicheſter join- 
ed us from England, and ſaluted the Admiral. 
Half an Hour after, the Admira! made the Signal 
for the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle, one 
=_ a-head of another. At Two o'Clock, he 


hoiſted a Blue Flag at the Flag-ftaff on the Mizen- 
top-maſt head, and fired a Gun ; which Signal, 
by the 8th Article of the fighting Inſtructions, is 
for him that commands in- the 3d Poſt, and the 


Ships of the Larboard Quarter to clap by the 


Wind, and to come to their Larboard-Tack ; but 
by the 9th Article of the failing Inſtructions, it is 
for all the Ships of the Fleet to bring to with the 
Larboard-Tack ; the Admiral having brought to, 
the inferior Admirals repeated the Signal, and 
the Fleet brought to with the Larboard-Tack, 
little or no Wind, and the Swell driving us nearer 
and nearer the Iſland of Porquerole. At Three, 
the Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet to 
draw into a Line of Battle, one Ship a-breaſt of 
another, and with a little Air of Wind Eaſterly 
he ſtretched with his Diviſion to the South - weſt⸗ 
ward, the Vice Admiral with his Diviſion to the 
Weſtward, and the Rear Admiral with his Di— 
viſion made all the Sail they could in order to 
extend the Fleet, and to form the Line of Battle. 


But in the Evening we were not at all regular, the 


Rear Admiral's Diviſion was ſtraggled, and a 
great Way a- ſtern of the Center; neither was the 
Center, nor the Vice Admiral's Diviſion formed in 
Order of Battle. On the contrary, the Enemy's 
Fleet ſeemed to be in an excellent Diſpoſition, and 
à good Line, not above the Diſtance of four or 
fire Miles, to the Number of 36 Sail, 28 of 
which formed their Line, 16 French, and 12 
Spaniſh, the other eight were Frigates and Fire- 
Mips. The Trench Admiral, Monſieur de Court 

with 
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14381 
with a white Flag at the Mizen- top- maſt-head was 
in the Center; Monſieur Cabaret, with a Cornet 
or Flag with a Swallow Tail, was in the Van; 
and Don Navarro, the Spaniſh Admiral, with a 
Flag at the Mizen- top- maſt- head, on board of the 
Real, a Ship of 114 Guns, was in the Rear; with 
five of the Spaniſh Ships a-head of him, and the 
other Six a- ſtern. | 
About half an Hour after it was dark, the Ad- 
mira] put abroad four Lights in his Fore Shrouds, 
and fired eight Guns, which 1s the Night Signal 
for the Fleet to bring to, the wind wardmoſt Ships 
to do it firſt, and to lie by with their Larboard 
Tacks aboard; the Fleet accordingly brought to, 
being very near the Enemy, and in Sight of them 
all Night, The Wind variable in the Eaſtern 
uarter. | 
Saturday, February 11, when Day appeared, 
inſtead of being formed in tolerable Qrder, or any 
Thing like a Line of Battle, the Ships were ſcat- 
tered, and extended wide of one another, rather 
more une ven than when we brought to at Night, 
which proceeded from a Line never as yet having 
been formed, and the Current with the Wind be- 
ing variable. The combined Fleets kept in an 
unitorm Line, and had made Sail in good Order, 
ſtretching to the Southward, the Body of their 
Fleet diſtant from ours ſeven or eight Miles. In 
this Diſpoſition, little Wind about N. E. with a 
Swell, the Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet 
to make Sail; ard kept edging. down upon the 
Enemy, the Wings endeavouring their utmoſt by 
crowding Sail to get into better Order, and keep 
up with the Center. Ar half an Hour paſt Seven, 


the Admiral made the Signal for the Rear Ad- | 
miral and his Divifion to make more Sail. And |, 


at Eight, he alio made the ſame Signal for the 


Vice Admiral and his Diviſion; then he made 


the 
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the Signal for the Fleet to draw into a Line of 
Battle, one Ship a-breaſt of another. At nine, the 
Admiral made the Signal for the Fleet to draw in- 
to a Line of Battle, one a-ſtern of another, with 
a large Wind, and the Rear Admiral to lead ; 
and in half an Hour after, he made the Signal for 


the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle, one Ship 


a-head of another, 

It cannot be foreign to the Purpoſe to endeavour 
at the Definition of a Line of Battle, its Uſe and 
Conſtitution, by Way of Explanation to thoſe of 
our Readers that are unacquainted with the mil1- 
tary Diſcipline at Sea. 

ALINE or BATTLE is the Baſis and Foun- 
dation of all Diſcipline in Sea Fights, and is uni- 
verſally practiſed by all Nations that are Maſters of 
any Power at Sea; it has had the Teſt of a long 
Experience, and ſtood before the Stroke of Time, 
Pore, and unalter'd, handed down by our Pre- 

eceſſors as the moſt prudential, and beſt con- 
concerted Diſpoſition that can poilibly be uſed at 

Sea. 

This Order confiſts in a Fleet of Ships ar 


extended in a ſtrait Line, either a-head or a-brea 


one Ship of another; to keep as cloſe together as 
the Weather will permit, that at all Times every 
Ship may be ready to ſuſtain, relieve, and ſuc- 
cour one another: Thus the Fleet muſt move to 
attack, or receive an Enemy, in a firm Body toge- 
ther, as it were united and cemented : A ſtrong 
Bulwark perfectly formed in this Manner, which 
makes all its Motions together, not only prevents 
Diſorder and Confufion, but it is the wiſeſt Pre- 
caution that Thought can ſtart, and a certain Ad- 
vantage which may be look'd upon as the ſureſt 
Token of good Succels. | 

All other Stratagems and Devices avail not ; 
the moſt exalted OO. Superiority of Force, and 
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the moſt intrepid daring Fellows, who fight other- 

wile with more Fire than Order, muſt ſubmit to 

that Side where there is the moſt Diſcipline 1n 

the Uniformity and Cloſeneſs of the Line: How M 
impotent, then, muſt the greateſt Fleet be, when 
ſcattered up and down, equally incapable of ſup- 
porting itſelf, and repulfing its Enemies? Though 
Courage without Conduct, or Raſhneſs may not 
always be diſcomfited; and Fortune, with an 
Inſolence peculiar to herſelf, is fometimes pleaſed 
to exert her Power againſt Prudence, ſhe 1s, how- 
ever, foil'd in the long Run, and forced to yield; 
10 true it is that the Strength of a Fleet conſiſts not 
ſo much in the Number . its Ships, and the Bra- 
very of their Crews, as in the Exactneſs in form- 
ing a Diſpoſition of Battle in this Order, and the 
Experience of him that commands them. 

It is for thele Reaſons that fighting in a Line of 
Battle at Sea, 1s continued to be the conſtant Prac- 
tice of every Nation; a military Maxim by all 
approved, and not to be diſpenſed with upon any 
Confideration, however ſpecious, ſafe, and expe- 
ditious a contrary Conduct, to oppoſe and deſtroy 
the Enemy, may appear in the Execution and Per- 
formance. Hence, by the Inſtructions eſtabliſhed 
by his Majeſty in Council, the Admiral and Com- 
mander in Chief is directed to exerciſe the Ships 
under his Command, and to draw them "wie; 
into Lines of Battle, that, by a long Courſe of 
Practice and Obedience in this their capital In- 
ſtruftion, every Othcer may become perfect, and 
acquire a thorough Knowledge, eſpecially thoſe 
who have arrived at a Command, without any 
other Merit, beſides that of their Birth or In- 
tereſt. 5 
Sir ohn Norris and Admiral Vernon have been 
indefatigable in maintaining this naval Exerciſe, 
this indiſpenſable Leſſon, ſuffering no ſeaſonable 
Oppor- 


Mis 
Opportunity to eſcape whereby the Raw and Un- 
experienced might be properly educated. 

It is the Duty of an Admiral commanding in 
Chief, before he proceeds to Sea, to give every 
Captain, under his Direction, his Order of Bat- 
tle, which, by ſhewing the Station of each Ship, 
no Ship can miſtake, together with the failing 
and fighting Inſtructions ; both which are ſigned 
by himſelf, and are, to all Intents and and Pur— 
poles, expreſs Orders, not on any Pretence or Mo- 
ti ve to be violated. 

Theſe Inſtructions are well concerted; their 
principal Injunction is to enforce Obedience to the 
Order of Battle, when the Signal is made by the 
Admiral, as, next under the Protection of Hea- 
ven, the Succeſs of the Fleet depends on it, in- 
cluding Signals as the moſt expeditious, if not the 
only practicable Method of directing the different 
Ships to keep, or endeavour their utmol: to get 
ioto their proper Station: Among many other Ar- 
ticles which intirely contribute to the Support of 
this Diſcipline and Order, it is directed, that each 
Ship in the Line of Battle ſhall keep within half 
a Cable's Length of one another, which is about 
fifty Fathom : That if his Majeſty's Fleet ſhould 
have the Wind of the Enemy, the Van ſhall ſteer 
with the Van of the Enemy's, and there to engage 
them ; by which means every Ship knows her Ad- 
verſary, and from the foremoſt in the Van to the 
Rear, attack them ſucceſſively: An admirable 
Article to preſerve the Order and Diſcipline of 
the Fleet, The Prohibition is exprefled in the 
ſtrongeſt Senſe that Words can utter, no Room for 
Miſapprehenfion, or the leaſt Plea to evade it, 
that none of the Ships in the Fleet ſhall dare to 
purſue any ſmall Number of the Enemy's Ships 
till the main Body is diſabled, or run; and that 
no Ship ſhall leave her Station upon any Pretence 
| N G2 what- 
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v hatſoever. No Temptation, nor Allurement of 
any ſudden Ad vantage to deſtroy the Enemy, no 
Exploit, let it be ever ſo conſiderable, and well- 
executed, can extenuate the Guilt of Diſobedience, 
and this Breach of Diſcipline. Junior Officers 
are ſtrictly injoined to adhere to theſe Articles, 
they are not proper Judges, paſſive Obedience is 
their Duty; and it is the Admiral alone who holds 
the Power in his Hand that is the Judge; there- 
fore, without Orders, or Signals made by him to 
authorize and juſtify a Ship's breaking the Line 
of Battle, it is a Subverfion of all Command, 
bad in its Example, and dreadful in its Conſe- 
quences, : 
Had the Fleet, agreeable to any of theſe Sig- 
nals, been ever formed into a cloſe regular Line of 
Battle, either a-head or a-breaſt one Ship of ano- 
ther, doubtleſs it would have been an eaſy matter 
to have varied them into either, according to the 
Wind, or the Enemy's Diſpoſition ; like a Rank 
of Soldiers, which after having been formed into 
a ſtrait Line, ſtand ing Side by Side, can, at the 
Word of Command, turn about either a-head or 
a- breaſt one Man of another, wheeling with great 
Eaſe and Dexterity, either to the Right or Left; 
but order theſe Men, to the Number of twenty- 
eight or thirty, mixed and confuſed together, to 
go and engage an Enemy ſome Diſtance off, direct- 
ing them never to ſtop or wait for one another, 
but in their way thither to form a Rank or ſtrait 
Line; this is a Thing impracticable, and aiming 
at an Impoſſibility. In like Manner our Fleet ſer 
out, and continued their Courſe in Diſorder ; and 
tho' it was leſs difficult for the Center to form 
than the other two Diviſions, yet it was far from 
being formed, and cloſed conformable to Diſcipline, 
and the fighting Inſtructions ; as the Center out- 
{ailed the Wings, and did not lay by for _ or 
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allow for the little Wind, the Swell, and a ſuffi 


cient Time for ſo great a Number of Ships, which 


were to compoſe the Line of Battle, to get into 
Order, no Neglect can be imputed to the Wings; 
they could not provide any Remedy, and they 
are not at all anſwerable for the Conſequences X. 
The Royal Oak, which joined the Fleet from 
Mahon, a Ship of Seventy Guns, with two more 
of Eighty the Day before, were no ſmall Addition 
to our Strength; and in this critical Conjuncture 
ſeemed to be a Prediction of our future Succeſs; 
in ſhort, it was very providential, as it were Jead- 
ing Fortune in a String; and what made their 
Arrival more welcome, and the Satisfaction more 


* Mr. Leftock's Account ſays, that before Eight 
o'Clock Lieutenant Jaber, the Admiral's Lieutenant, 
came on board, and told him, that the Admiral would 
lay by until he could get up with his Diviſion to cloſe 
the Line of Battle with Admiral Mathews ; but having 
obſerv'd to Mr. Jaſper that the Admiral had rather made 
more Sail, and went faſter from him, he reply'd, that 
ſoon after he put off from his Ship (the Namur) ſhe had 
made more Sail ; nevertheleſs he thought it his Duty 


[4 not to return, before he had delivered to him Mr. Ma- 
: thews's Meſſage. And ſoon after Lieutenant Kauer 
came on board of Mr. Leſtoct, with Orders for him to 


make more Sail, upon which he bid him look aloft, and 


ſee whether he could make any more Sail: Every Sail 


which could draw being then ſet. Lieutenant Know!er 
acknowledg'd the Truth of what he ſaid, and added, 
that the Admiral was very uneaſy that the Rear Admiral 
and his Diviſion did not make more Sail to get into the 
Line of Battle; and upon Mr. Le/tock's ſaying to him 
that according to the Line, the Rea/ muſt be his Adver- 
ſary, he reply'd, that Admiral Mathews had told him ſo; 
and after giving his Compliments to the Admiral, with 
Affurances that nothing ſhould be left undone that he had 
Power to do to get along ſide of the Real with all poſſi- 


ble Expedition, Lieutenant Azow/er return'd on board 
olf the Admiral, 


general, 
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54 1 
general, was the Apprehenſion we lahoured under, 
fince the combined Fleets had put to Sea, which 
Fear at laſt became extremely anxious and trou- 
bleſome, leſt they ſhould fall in with the Enemy, 
in their Way to Hieres; which Dilaſter would 
have been the Difference of fix Ships to us, and 
the Enemy would have ſpared Men enough to 
have fought them againſt us. | | 

At half an Hour paſt Ten, the Admiral made 
the Signal to engage the Enemy, about the Di- 
ſtance of five or fix Miles, and kept bearing down 
in the ſame Diſorder, unformed and extended, 
wide one Ship of another X. The French Ad- 
miral no ſooner oblerved this Signal, than he 
hoiſted his Colours, as did allo *all the French 
and Spaniſh Ships, and crowded Sail abroad; 
continuing their Courſe to the Southward with 
little Wind, and a Swell ſo high, that moſt of 
our Ships could not bear their Ports up of the 
lower Deck. 

Beyond all Diſpute, this Officer who had diſ- 
poſed of his Ships like an experienced Admiral, 


and kept them in that Order for Battle, bad ir at 


Heart, by this Motion, to deprive us of the Ad- 


* This is the firſt Time that ever the Signal to engage 
was made before the Fleet was form'd in a Diſpoſition of 
Battle, according to the Signal abroad for the Line. 

Mr. Mathews made this Signal about three Hours be- 
fore Action. while the Fleet, ſo far from being form'd in 
a Line of Battle according to his Signal, was in greii 
Confuſton and Diſorder, bearing down on the Enemy, 


who were perfectly form'd, firetching to the Southward, Þ 


whereby it ſoon became impracticable for our Fleet to 
keep the Advantage of the Wind, conſidering the Foul. 
neſs of our Ships, and have Room to form 1n a proper 
Diſpoſition of Battle, before Action, unleſs we had im: 
mediately haled our Wind to gain "Time for that Pur. 
pole, which would have brought the Enemy more a-itern 
ol our Fleet. | 
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' Squadron, and ſeven of the headmoſt of his Ships, 
out of Twelve that compoſed the Rear of their 
Fleet; and according to the Line of Battle, ſhould 
have fallen to the Rear of our Fleet, the Vice 
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vantage of the Wind, and to ſecure it to himſelf; 


whereby he might have it in his Power to make 
a proper Tſe of the Fireſhips, upon which both 
French and Spaniſh Squadrons had great Depen- 


dance. In attempting this he had the greateſt 


Proſpect of Succeſs ; he had experienced that his 
Ships in the general ſail'd three Foot to our one, 
ſo great is the Benefit and Difference between foul 
* clean Ships; and as we kept ad vancing on 


them with a Security ever dangerous, as if we bad 


been going to a certain Victory, he was determin- 


ed to profit from this Conjuncture, foreſeeing what 


would happen from our Impatience, and that it 


would be impoſſible for the Rear of our Fleet to 
come into the Battle: A well judged Feint to gain 
the Wind, and draw us unguarded and inconſi- 
derately on, to engage at ſo great a Diſad vantage. 


Notwithſtanding there. was rather leſs Wind 
than more, yet the combined Fleets ſtole away 


1 ſurprizingly from us; about two Hours after the 
Signal for Battle was made, take the following 
View of the Britiſa Fleet. 


Admiral Mathews on board the Mazur, with 
his Diviſion compoſed the Center of the Fleet; 


| the Ships a-head of him were the Norfolk, Prin- 
\. ceſſa, Somerſer, Dragon, Bedford, and cloſe a+ 


head of them were the King ſton and Berwick of 
the Rear Admiral's Diviſion ; thoſe Ships a-ſtern 


of the Admiral, were the Marlborough, Dorſet- 
hire, Eſſex, Rupert and Royal Oak, in all thir- 


teen Ships, that were all a breaſt of the Spaniſh 


Admiral and his Diviſion. | 
Rear Admiral Rowley on board of the Barffeur, 
with his Divifion compuled the Van of the Fleet. 
| It 
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1 
It is neceſſary to take Notice here, that from the 
Time the Signal was made for Battle, and ſome 
Time before, to that Time when he engaged, was 
not leſs than three Hours and a half; and though 
he went down all the Way quartering, he did not 
looner get within Gun-ſhot of the French Admiral, 
who in great Order in the Line of Battle kept 
ſtretching to the Southward : An undoubted Te- 
ſtimony of our great Diſtance off, as well as the 
general Diſorder we were in, ſince the Signal for 
the T.ine of Battle, one Ship a head of another, 
had been flying from half an Hour paſt Nine, and 
yet this Diviſion was neceſſitated all the Time to 
keep failing before the Wind. The Ships a head 
of the Rear Admiral, were the Boyne, Chicheſter, 
Naſſau, Warwick, and Sterling-Caſtle, with the 
Chatham, a Ship of 50 Guns not in the Line; the 
three laſt Ships with the Frigate were greatly ex- 
tended, and almoſt reached to the foremoſt Ships 
of the Van of the Enemy's Fleet; in courſe left a 
Space for a great Number of Ships between them 
and the Chicheſter, while the Rear Admiral him- 


ſelf was near being a-breaſt with the French Ad- 


miral, and the Prince/s Caroline aſtern of him, 
with two Frigates of 50 Guns, the Salisbury and 
Guernſey at a good Diſtance off. 

It appears by the Signal for a Line of Battle 
abroad, and this View of the Fleet, that the Rear 
Admiral, whoſe ſtraggling Divifion reach'd all the 
Way from the Van of the Enemies Fleet to the 
Poder, a Spaniſh Ship in the Rear; no Jeſs than 
the Extenſion of 19 Ships, was where the Admiral 
ſhould have been, abreaſt of the French Admiral, 
the Center of their Fleet ; conſequently the Rear 
Admiral ſhould have been much farther a-head to 
have been able to attack the French Chef de Eſca- 
dye, the Chief in their Van; and by the ſame 


Rule the Vice Admiral ſhould have been __— 
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of the Spaniſp Admiral, the Chief of the Enemy's 


Rear, where the Commander in Chief and the 
Marlborough were, inſtead of being ſuch a great 
Way a-ſtern, through the Haſte and Expedition 
which the Center had made from him; and in- 
deed, the little Wind, the Swell, and the great 
Probability of a Calm, made it the more dangerous 
and improper in the Time of Action, that any of 
his Majeſty's Ships ſhould have been at that Di- 
ſtance off. — | 

At One o'Clock the Admiral haled down the 
red Flag, the Signal to engage, and hoiſted the 
white Flag at the Foretopmaſt-head, the Signal 


to give over Chace *; upon which ſome of our 


Ships in the Van tack'd, concluding from the 
Weakneſs of their Diſpofition, and the Strength 
and Number of the Enemy's Ships, that this Or- 
der abroad was meant as a Direction to them; 
but the Rear Admiral, their Chief, continuing to 
bear down, they alſo thought proper to follow 
him, as warily as poſſible, and allowing for their 
LINN. - | 

In this Diſpoſition the Admiral made the Sig- 
nal to engage the Enemy, but kept abroad the 


* What this Signal could be made for, no body can 
comprehend : It is certain that there were two Thirds 
of the combined Fleet had got far enough a-head to be 
a-breaſt with our Van, and that it was therefore neceſ- 
ſary to order the Rear Admiral to hale his Wind, to 
prevent the Enemy from taking and deſtroying his Di- 
viſion ; but this Signal did not expreſs any ſuch Caution, 
for it is a general Signal for the Fleet to give over 
Chz:ce ; beſides the Signal for the Line of Baitle was 
kept up, which obliged the Rear Admiral to endeavour 
to get into the Line, and to engage againſt fo great a 
Superiority ; as the Signal far Battle was ſoon hoiſted 
again inſtead of the white Flag, the general S'gnal to 
Live over Chace, 

11 Signal 
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tion, trifling away their Powder and Shot, in a 


VE 
Signal for the Line of Battle, one Ship à-head of 
another, and with the Marlborough bore down 
directly 7 the Real. The Engagement began 
with equal Fury on both Sides; the Admiral and 
the Marlborough having attacked with great Brisk- 
neſs, making extraordinary good Fires; and the 
Real with her Seconds defended themſelves with 
diſtinguiſhed Bravery : The Norfolk, the Admi- 
. ral's Second a-head of him, having alſo bore down, 
engaged the Conſtant the Spaniſh Admiral's Se- 
cond a-head of him. As the three headmoſt Ships 
of the $paniſp Squadron continued their Sail 
abroad, and cloſed with the French, after receiv- 
ing and returning two or three general Diſcharges, 
en r ; there remained then only the Conſtant 
a-hcad of the Real, and the Poder, a Ship of 64 


Guns, that was fir'd at by the Prince, Somerſet, 


Dragon, Bedford, Kingſton, with the Salisbury 
and Guernſey, two Frigates of 50 Guns, that kept 
firing, not within Gun-ſhot, expoſing themſelves 
to the publick Ridicule ; but indecd it did not 
become them to go down nearer than the Ships in 
the Line of Battle, that kept them in Countenance ; 
being mingled and intermixed in the greateſt Con- 
fuſion at a great Diſtance off, incapable of vindi- 
cating their own Conduct, or giving any Account 
of it, much leſs in the Power of a Looker-on, and 
tar more in Danger of one another's Shot, which 
were fired away in this wild fantaſtical Manner, 
than of the Enemy's; nay even the Soerſet's 
People alledged, that ſhe receiv'd many of the 
King ſton's Shot, when the Berwwick bore down 
and gave the Poder Battle, becoming the Britiſh 
Honour, an Officer, and an Eualiſb Seaman. 

The Ships aſtern of the Admiral and 1Marlbo- 
rough were the Dorſetfhire, Bffex, Rupert, and 
Royal Oak, that kept to wirdward of their Sta— 


Manner 
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Manner more idle and inexcuſable : Theſe bold 
intrepid Defenders of their Country's Caule lay at 
a cautious Diſtance off, where not one of their 
Shot reached the Enemy, who were too wile to 
venture caſting many away in Return to them : 

/ze Rupert, heretofore the vigilant Cruisen, eager 
and keen to run after every unreſiſting For, an in- 
conſiderable and defenceleſs Enemy, the Idol of the 
Merchants, the Receiver of thetr Munifcence, and 
the Guardian Angel over their Properties, vhoſe 
Praiſes had been wwantonly blazoned in every News- 
Paper, now out of Reach, and all Pofſilility of 
Danger, poured out her vain, fruitleſs Fires, and 
gore Teſtimony of all her former Puffs, Boaſts, and 
Bragadocioes : Such, O Britons! are the diſimal 
EffeFs of intruſting your beſt Garrijons under the 
Proweſs of thoſe, Who, like fearful Women, lie 
diſtant in a perfect State of Security, waiting «with 
Anxiety for the Event of Battle. 

At Two o'Clock, the Rear Admira! got along 
fide of Monſieur de Court, where one of the French 
Squadron having fired at him, the Engavement 

began between the two Admirals; then the Prin- 
6 Caroline bore down and ſeconded her Ad- 
miral : But the Boyne and Chicheſter, agreeable to 
the Humour which prevailed in the Bri7ifh Fleet, 
kept to Windward, and plunged their Shot into 
the Sea. The Naſſuu, Warwick, and Sterbing- 
Caſtle, the three extended Ships 1n the Van, kept 
allo out of the Reach of the Freach, as if they 
were reſol ved not to go within Gun-ſhot of them, 


and did not throw away the King's Stores, (con- 
trary to the famed Douglas, who, according to 
Burchett's Naval Hiſtory, died a Martyr to Dif- 
cipline, leaving an Example behind him worthy 
* of the great Name, in chuling rather to be con- 
* ſured with his Ship in the Flames, which was 
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become paſt Redemption, than deſert her, when 
he had no Orders to do it.“) They judiciouſly 
{aw their Chief in the Heat of Battle, yet kept to 
Windward from it, believing it to be the only 
Means left them to ſave themſelves, and prevent 
the French Squadron from tacking and ſwallowing 
up the Van. Undoubtedly the dreadful Conſe- 
- a1 i which would have otherwiſe happened 
rom keeping in the Line of Battle, and engaging 
the Enemy according to theſe Signals abroad, 
which are Orders that admit of no Heſitation, 
make this a noble Exploit, even in Oppoſition to 
the Faculty of Obedience, the Baſis of the military 
Trade, and in preferring the Safety of his Majeſty's 
Ships to that of their own Commiſſions, Tho' a 
keen Diſciplinarian complained grievouſly at firſt 
of this Conduct, yet he ſoon changed his Opi— 
nion, and turn'd from the moſt violent Keſent- 
ment to Sentiments of the ſtrongeſt Approbation; 
highly applauding this Diſobedience as the moſt 
skilful Stratagem to fruſtrate the Deſigns of the 
Enemy, in ſaving the Van from unavoidable De- 
itruction. | | 

The Marlborough kept pouring in her Fires 
very faſt on the Hani Admiral, who, with the 
Sccond a-ſtern of him, maintained the Fight with 
extraordinary PFierceneſs and Obſtinacy. The 
Marlborough, armed with the Reſolution of the 
amiable Gentleman that commanded her, in full 
Purſuit of Glory, forced herſelf a-head between 
the Namur and the Real, determined to ſave the 
Admiral altogether from this Prodigy of inceſſant 
Fire; dauntleſs in the midſt of Danger, inflamed 
with-Eagernets to give and receive all the Fire; an 
uncommon Example, truly noble and meritorious: 
What Pity it is, that ſuch matchleſs Heroiſm 
ſhould fall a Victim? 


The 


611 

The Admiral ſoon clapt up a Wind, No doubt 
zo give the neceſſary Orders ſuitable to the preſent 
Exigencies, and the Diſpoſition of both Fleets, as 
avell as having been avout half an Hour in the 
Heat of an Action, where eight of his Men were 
killed out- right; ſome of which were by the blow- 
ing up of a Cheſt of Musket Cartridges upon the 
Poop. 

ue two or three o Clock the Marlborough's 
Main and Mizen-Maſts were ſhot away by the 
Real, and her Second a-ſtern of her; which laſt 
Ship lay on the Marlborough's Quarter, and 


clear'd her Decks, having no other Adverſary to 


take her up; nevertheleſs the Marlborough, with 


great Firmneſs, after clearing the Maſts and Rigging 
away, continued to make good Fires on the Ene- 
my, unprotected, unaſſiſted, and deſtitute alone 
for near two Hours, not one Ship out of thoſe 
that were Neighbours in the time of Battle coming 
near enough to take a {mall Share. Let us exa- 
mine whoſe Power it was in? The Anſwer is eaſy, 
in the Center, beyond all Contradiction. In what 
manner were thoſe Ships employed ? the Reader 
muſt take a View of them. The Namur had been 


in Battle, beſides ſhe was the c -mmanding Ship; 


the Norfolk a-head of her in the Line of Battle, 
now lay idle, having engaged the Conſtant, the 


Spaniſy Admiral's Second a-head of him, very 


{martly for about three Quarters of an Hour, and 
bear her out of the Enemy's Line ; and though 
the Real and her Second a-ſtern, had warm Exer- 
ciſe againſt the Marlborough, yet they found ſome 


ſpare Guns to fire at her, in order to call her back, 


but ſhe never more returned to Battle: The Dya. 
gon took a ſmall Run after her, but the Captain re- 


flecting on the Conſequences of breaking the Line, 


and giving Chace without Orders, was excecd- 
ingly glad to return to his Stat ion; and ſhe with 
| | 1 
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the Bedford, King ſton, Guernſey and Salisbury, 
kept barking at the Poder, while the Berwick 
was engaging her like a Britiſb Man of War. 
The Prenceſſa had fir'd two or three Broadſides 
at the Span;ſp Ships when they paſſed on to the 
Southward with the French, and likewiſe at the 
Poder, but now lay on the other Tack, with her 
Fore-top-gallant Maft gone, and Main-top Sail 
ſplit. The Somerſet, as the Princeſſa lay, inſtead 
of being the next Ship to the Norfolk, conform- 
able to the Line of Battle, as that Signal was ſtill 
kept abroad, had now, by a wonderful Regard to 
Diſcipline, and an uncommon Dexterity, fought 
herſelf, how, or in what Manner is paſt Compre- 
henſion, into the Nerghbourhood of the Rear Admi- 
ral, who, wanting Aſſiſtance very much, ſometime 
afterwards pelted ſome Shot at her to come down, 
ro his Succour : But the Dorſerſbire, Ee, Ru- 
pert and Royal Oak, tho' they were Ships juſt 
ready at Hand, yet they kept to Windward, and 
beheld the Marlborough's Diſtreſs with Uncon- 
cern, and perfect Tranquility, perſevering in fling- 
ing away their Shot, not within Reach of rhe 
Enemy. 

Good God ! what Subterfuges or Evaſions can 
abe Fertility of their Brains furniſh them with, 
to extenuate or gloſs over this pretty toying away 
their Time until Night came, which denores. a Pue- 
rility of Mind, and a Weakneſs nnpardonable. 

eaven ! is it poſſible, that five Sail of 5 r 
Ships that have ne ver been uſed to conquer, ſhou 
out- brave, and withſtand the Power of thirteen 
Britiſh, beſides two fifty Guns Ships? For four 
Ships of the Enemy were nor yet got up, and three 
were gone with the French, which were ſeven out 
of the twelve! * The 


* Admiral Mathewy's Account publiſhed by Autho- 
rity, ſays, Ihat Monſieur de Court left moſt of the Spa- 
5 1165 


=: 
The Signal for the Line of Battle was flying, 
and we were better Diſciplinarians in the Center, 


than 


aſh Ships a-ſtern of him, which admits, that ſome of 
the Spaniſh Squadron elos'd with the French to the ſouth- 
ward: This Account alſo mentions, that the Norfolk 
engag'd Don Nawarro's Second a-head, and that the 
Somerſet, Princeſſa, Dragon, Bedford, King ſton and 
Berwick, omitting the Guernſey and Salisbury, engag'd 
the Spaniards à head; conſequently, as the Spaniſh Ad- 
miral had fix of his Ships a-ſtern, and five a-head of him, 
three of which having gone with the French, even from 
this Account, it appears there were only two of the 
Enemy that the Ships above-mentioned engaged, being 
the Conſtant that ſoon bore away from the Norfolk, and 
the Poder that ſtruck, and was aiterwards retaken by the 
French. The Berwick, the next Ship in the Line of 
Battle te the Princeſs Caroline, is ſaid to engage the Po- 
der by Mr. Mathews's Account; It is not evident then 
that all the Ships between her and the Norfo/k, no leſs 
than eight, 3 the two fiſty gun Ships, were thus 
employ d, that the Norfolk lay idle after ſhe beat away 
the Conſtant, is cer ain, and that the Marlborough was 


left in Diſtreſs by the Namur, againſt the Rea! and her 


Second a- ſtern: —— And had the Dorſetſbire, Efſex, 
Rupert and Royal Oak bore equally down with the Marl- 
borough at the Beginning of the Action, theRea/ mult have 
fallen into her Hands, as the Spaniſb Admiral's Second 
(the Ship that diſtreſs'd the Marlborough, and clear'd her 
Decks) would have been then overpower'd or mateh'd; 
and the ſternmoſt Ships that were laid to the Vice- Admi- 
ral's Charge, tho' they never got near enough to fire at the 
Marlborough ; by this Means would have been ſtopt from 

etting a-head for our Rear, the Vice Admiral's Diviſion. 
= Falſhood and, Malice have aſpers'd without Controul ; 
but we now call on Mr. Mathers, and his Adherents, or 
the Advocates for the Dor/etfhire, Effex, Rupert and 
Royal Oak to prove otherwile, than that the Marlborough 
was ſacrific:d ; and the Cauſe that the Real, and her Se- 
cond a- ſtern did not fall into our Hands, was for want of 
that Aſli ſftance which was ſo near at Hand, and not any 
Wavs owinz to che Conduct of the Vice Admiral. 
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64 
than the foremoſt Ships in the Van, that pru- 
ey forbore coming into the Line, and engaging 


accor 
Foreſight they conceived, that the French in that 
Caſe would have been ſoon enabled to have dou- 
bled upon them, and deſtroyed all the Ships in 
the Rear Admiral's Diviſion. But here in the 
Center theſe Caſuiſts would ſooner ſuffer the 
Marlborough to be facrificed than fall to Leeward 
of the Tine: Admirable Policy! How came it at 
this Time to ſubſiſt? becauſe their Chief in the 
Center was cloſe haled upon a Wind, from whence 
they were directed to take their Diſpoſition of Bat- 
tle; but let theſe cool, conſiderate Men anſwer 
the Nation, why they did not obſerve the ſame Or- 
der when he was in the Heat of Action: Sure, 
there 1s not one among them, adventurous enough, 
in Oppoſition to Demonſtration, and the Con- 
viction of the whole Fleet, to advance that they 


were not to Windward of him all that Time f. 
Boats 


+ The Articles of the fighting Inſtructions that ſeem 
to be violated by the Mar/borough's not being ſupported, 


are: | 
INSTRUCTION I. 


When the Admiral would have the Fleet draw into a 
Line of Battle, one Ship -a-head of another (according 
to tie Method given to each Captain) he will hoiſt an 
Union Flag at the Mizen-peek, and firea Gun ; and eve- 
ry Flag Ship in the Fleet is to make the ſame Signal, and 
every Ship is to obſerve and keep the fame Diſtance, thoſe 
Ships which are next the Admiral always taking it from 
the Center. | 


STRUCT, XN. 


As ſoon as the Admiral ſhall hoiſt a red Flag on the 
Flagſtaff at the Foretopmalt Head, and fire a Gun, every 
Ship in the Fleet is to uſe their utmoit Endeavour to en- 
gage the Enemy, in the Order the Admiral has preſcribed, 
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[ 65 ] 
Boats were perceived to go on board of the 


Dorſetſhire, Eſſex and Anne Galley Fireſhip from 
the Admiral, with ſuch Orders, it is to be ſup- 


poſed as the general Inſtruction Book has not pro- 


vided any Signals for; an infinite Loſs, as it is 
the perfect Soul of Battle, to be able, in every 
Situation, with the Caſt of an Eye to correct and 
reform Abuſes in it; to puſh on the Backward, 
the Timid and Slow, or to recal the Raſh and In- 
conſiderate, who often, by the Heat of a falſe 
Courage, are inſenſibly carried on to Confuſion, 
are Points of the greateſt Importance towards the 
conducting of a Fleet, and cannot be ſo ſuddenly 
inſtructed and executed, as by the Uſe of Signals, 
which, in many Caſes, might be brought to ani- 
mate, forbid, threaten and reproach *. 
Nothing 


and ſtrictly to take Care not before the Signal be given 
by the Admiral. f | 1 
INSTRUCT. XX. 

Every Commander is to take Care that his Guns are 
not fired till he is ſure he can reach the Enemy upon a 
Point Blank ; and by no Means to ſuffer his Guns to be 
fired over any of our Ships. 


| INSTEUCT. XX. 

If, any of the Ships in the Fleet are in Diſtreſs, and 
make the Signal, which is a Waft with the Jack or En- 
ſign, the next Ship to them them is ftrictly to relieve 
them. | | 

What could be greater Signals of the Mar/borough's 
Diſtreſs than loſing her Maſts ? 


* It has been pretended that Fire and Smoak cb- 
ſtructed the Admiral's Sight; Had he continued longer 
in it, he would have been till able to judge of what was 
doing, as he was to Windward : And it will be allowed, 
that Smoak always goes to Leeward. — Nothing is more 


: certain, than that he left the Marlborough long before ſha 


loſt her Maſts. He was then in a Situation to diſtingniih 
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[ 66 | 
Nothing is ſtable and permanent in this World : 
The Marlborough, that had fignalized herſelf 
from the Beginning, ſoon after ſhe Joſt her Maſts, 
had gathered Breath, and alone ſtood the Shock of 
all the Battle, could not perſevere thus for ever ; 
She now began to ſlacken, her Fires were neither 
ſo fierce, nor ſo frequent ; on the oppoſite Side, 
the Real became quite filent, fickened and weary, 
her Rigging greatly ſhattered, and torn to Pieces, 
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what was doing from the Van to the Rear of the Fleet. 
He had done with fighting his own Ship, where his Per- 
ſon was not wounded, in which all the Plan of Opera- 
tion was center'd (as the Vice Admiral was not truſted 
with any Part of it) therefore he could ſee and jud 
how to make proper Signals for the Deſtruction of the 
Enemy: And it is well known that he ſent Boats on 
board of the Dor/et/ire, the Eher and Anne Galley Fire- 
ſhip, that this Truth cannot be diſputed — Nay, we 
have Authority to ſay, that Lieutenant Bentley, now a 
Captain, carried a Meſſage on board of the Dor ſeiſbire, 
and, at the ſame Time, called on board of the E/zx. 
This he declared to the Vice Admiral when he came 
from Mr. Mathews on the third Day to call him off Chace. 
After ſo glaring a Truth in Defiance of Malice, can it 
be ſaid with the leaſt ſhew of Reaſon, that as the Dorſet- 
ſhire, Efſex, Rupert and Royal Oak were far enough 
a-head from the Beg nning of the Action to attack the 
Spanih Admiral, and the Ships a-ſtern of him, Mr. Ma- 
the dos had it not in his Power to correct and reform any 
Abuſes from their ſcandalouſly trifling and throwing 
away their Shot, or order'd them to a cloſe Engagement 
with the Enemy He was at Leiſure, his Stern lay to 
the Marlborough, and it was impoſſible for him not to ſee 
how the Ships a head and a-ftern of him in the Line of 
Bitt!e were employed : He alone who held the Power in 
his Hands, was in this Particular the ſole Judge, the 
only Perſon who could authorize and indemnity ; and 
What are we to think, when we find that the Conduct of 
theſe four Ships is Part of Admiral Matheaus's Charge 


againſt the Vice Admiral? a 
| Topfail 


LF 1 

Topſail Yards ſhot down to their Slings, Main- 
yard down upon the Gunnel, and by her Main- 
topfail hanging right up and down, her Main- 
ſtay muſt have been gone. 

in this deſperate Condition ſhe had Jain ſome 
Time, muzzled, without being able to command 
her any Way, with her Stern to our Line of 
Battle. 

At half an Hour paſt four, the Anne Galley 
Fireſhip made all the Sail ſhe could croud, and 
ſteer'd directly for the Real, that lay thus defence- 
leſs and diſabled. Here Imagination ſtartles at 
the Boldneſs of this Enterprize, and 1s ſeized and 
tranſported at the Manner in which it was to be 
accompliſh'd : The immed iate Diſſolution of 1350 

Souls, though Enemies, by this ſudden Incendiary, 
make a rationa] Creature feel a generous Pity, and 
turn from the moſt violent Fury to Sentiments of 
Compaſſion. | 


But theſe extraordinary Commiſſions of De- 


ſtruction are not ſo eaſily executed; the Fireſhip 


was neither covered nor conducted ; a Deſign of 
that dangerous Kind cannot be too well guarded 
with every neceſſary Precaution, elſe it is in vain 
to expect Succeſs, Two or three Ships a- ſtern of 
the Real, that were come up nearer, and were 
croud ing on this dreadful Occaſion with a ſmall 
Air of Wind, kept firing at the Ann Galley, 
though at a Diſtance, where none of their Shot 
could reach her; ſhe paſt daringly on until about 
five, when ſhe came within Piſtol-ſhot of the 
Real, and then blew up without doing Execution. 
Though the ReaPs Diſtreſs was ſuch that ſhe 
could not bring many Guns to bear on her, yet 
ſhe kept an inceſſant Volley of ſmall Arms firing 
at her, which induced the Captain to order the 
Lieutenant, Mate, Gunner, with two Hands more 


to leave the Deck, while he ſtood it with a March 
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[ 68 
in his Hand; and the Boatſwain, with the Re- 
mainder of the Crew, in all eleven Men, were in 
the Yaul along Side (the Barge having not yet 
returned from carrying the Reſt of the Comple- 
ment on board ſome of the Ships) ready to re- 
ceive the Captain, and the others, who ſteer'd 
the Ship below, the Moment their important Er- 


rand was finiſhed. 


The Spaniſh Admiral, after a noble Defence, 
and giving the moſt ſignal Proofs of an invinci- 
ble Bravery, ſuperior to all Dangers, now unſhaken 
and immoveable, in the Conſternation his Ship 
muſt be in, from the Expectation of being ſwal- 
lowed every Moment in the Flames, neglected no 
Expedient in the Power of Man, to overcome the 
impending Ruin. It was all he could do to bring 
fix or ſeven Guns of his lower Tier to bear, and 
aimed them, when ſhe was within Piſtol-ſhot, ſo 
ture, that every one of them took Place, beſides 
two Guns that were fired afterwards ; ſo that, b 
this Account, in which the Men that were "ef 
all agree, ſhe muſt have ſunk before ſhe could 
have burnt the Rea}, had ſhe not blown up. 
This is not all, a Launch full of Men were ſent 
to take her, which otherwiſe muſt have happened ; 
conſequently, if ſhe could have been kept above 
Water, the Enemy would have made her fire the 
Ar lorouzh. Tn that imminent Danger, where 
the Real kept pouring in ſmall Shot, firing 
thele great Guns, and the Launch almoſt on braod 
ot the Firethip, the Captain unaided, his Otficers 
ali drunk, without any other Reliance than on his 
impotent felt, and the Support of his own per- 
loual Courage, kept firing Blunderbuſſes at the 
Launch, and, at laſt, was reduced to the fatal 
Neceſſity of venturing to fire the Guns in the 
Walte ; by which Means, with the many Matches 
nawaiily placed, Hatches unlaid, 8 uttles open, 

| Funnels 


1 


Funnels, uncapt, running down unprepared, and 


rimed with a great deal of looſe Pouder, plunged 


in inex tricable Diſtreſs and Deſpair, no room for 
the leaſt Glimpſe of Hope; every Ship (except- 
ing the Marlborough) and every Friend far off, 
the ſetting the Fireſhip ſo ſoon on Fire is accounted 
1 | 

The People that were in the Yau), affirm, that 
ſhe did not receive any Hurt from the other Ships 
that fired at her, for they ſaw every Shot fall 
ſhort of them; that ſhe ſeemed to fink down by 
the Head, and blow up by the Stern, with the 
Captain, Lieutenant, Mate, Gunner, and two 

uarter Maſters; one of the laſt was taken up 
alive, and lived a ſhocking SpeQacle about a Fort- 
night: There was only a Boy killed in the Boat 
by the Exploſion ; after which the Lanuch endea- 
voured to take the Yaul, but their own Barge te- 
turning very opportunely, took her in Tow, and 


delivered her from that Danger. 


Had any Ship gone down with the Aue Gal- 
ley, conſidering the helpleſs Situation of the Real, 
ſhe could have run no manner of Riſque, but 
have been more than a Match, by raking her fore 


and aft, while the Real could not bring any great 


Number of Guns to bear, and in that Cate the 
Fireſhip would have been protected until ſhe had 
burnt the Real, and the Captain's Retreat with 
his People would have been ſecured ; and real! 

without ſuch effectual Meaſures agreeable to Pric- 
tice, and the Conception of this Duty in all its 
Conſequences, Attempts of this dangerous Kind 
are not ſeaſible, but deſperate, building Cables in 
the Air, and defeated with Jets Difficuity than can 
be imagined. The deceaſed Captain AMackay, who 


fell thus a Sacrifice, was generally beloved; he arriv- 
cd to this ill-fated Command, by a long Courte of 


Obedience, Diligence, and a thorough knowledge 
of 
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[ 70 ] 
of his Duty, which was his whole Study, the In- 
ſtruction and 8 he gave to others; yet it 
has been aſſerted, that at this Time he was ex- 
tremely backward and ſlow in priming his Ship, 
which ſhould have been done before, in Readineſs 
at the firſt Moment's Warning ; and had he gone 
ſooner down, the Enterprize could not have fail'd. 
Inhuman, to endeavour to blaſt the Memory of a 
Man who has ſo bravely loſt his Life in his Ma- 
Jeſty's Service; one who gave ſuch Proofs, that 
he neither feared the Enemy nor Death ; and that 
in the Inſtance of keeping the Deck himſelf, while 
he ordered every Body elſe below, puts it beyond 
all Doubt, there was no Labour nor Danger in 
War, that he would not have expoſed himſelf to, 
in Duty to his King and Country. | 

Inconfiderate Men! he had no Orders to prime 
conlequently could not be ready at the time he 
was order'd down ; for thoſe who are Judges will 
readily allow, that a Fireſhip cannot be primed 
in Jeſs time than an Hour and a Half; and to be 
directed upon Service before he had Authority to 
get ready for it, is enough to confound a Man: 
Hurry to diſpatch, Fear of diſpleaſing, Concern 
to fee] what he never had felt in all his Service, 
Re proofs and Menaces, Eagerneſs and Precipitation 
to execute, all help, on ſuch an Occaſion, to ex- 
cite a Guſt of Paſſions, with which the Conflict 
mult be violent, and the Succeſs uncertain, He, 
poor Man, was forced to go down priming all the 
way thither, and it is evident he had not the leaſt 
Aſiftance ; for o ſevere was his Neceſſity, that 
he was obliged to ſend his own Boat away with 
his People, which did not return before the un- 
happy Blaſt f. 


| To 
# As a Proof the Fireſhip had no Orders to prime 


before Ie was wanted, we will quote Mr, Matheæus's 
| Accounc 


je In- 
yet it 
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Flattery of their Slaves. 


. 


To deſtroy Calumny, or expoſe the empty 
Speeches of Vanity or Ambition, who catch at the 
Jeaſt Pretence to blacken others in their own Vin- 
dication, is due to Merit under Perſecution, and 
the more, that this Merit has bid us an eternal 
Adieu ; and it is to be hoped that a Juſtice of this 
Kind will not be thought any Interruption to our 
Relation. It often happens, that Men, when 
they commit Faults in an exalted Station, when 


| they ſuffer themſelves, by their Negligence, 


to be ſurprized by an Enemy, or their Mea- 
ſures are fruſtrated or diſconcerted, the Credit, 
Cabals of their Friends, their Swarms of Crea- 
tures cover all; the Loſſes they occaſion are con- 
niv'd at and diſguiſed, or thrown upon ſubaltern 
Officers : The Truth never pierces the Cloud, 
form'd by the Authority of the Great, and the 


This 


Account, publiſhed by Authority, which ſays, © That 


after the Span; Admiral was totally diſabled, and his 


© Second had bore away, he made the Signal for the 
& Ann Galley Fireſhip to burn the Real; but that her 


Commander was ſo tedious in priming her, and coming 


down, that the four Ships a-ſtern got ſo near to her to 


prevent her Succeſs ; when by ſome of their Shot, or 


* ſome unlucky Accident ſhe blew up, (being then within 
<« Piſtol-Shot of the Rea/) with her Captain and ſeveral 
* of her Men; and alſo the Span; Admiral's great 
* Launch full of Men, which had been ſent to prevent 
* the Fire-ſhip from boarding him; that the Admiral 
© was at the ſame time within Muſket-ſhot of the 
% Real Had Admiral Matheaws been within Muſket- 


Shot of the Rea/ when the Fireſhip miſcarried, he would 


have ſeen that the Span; Launch did not blow up with 
her, but that ſhe endeavoured to take the Yaul, and was 
prevented by the Barge returning. The Diſtreſs of the 
Fireſhip was ſuch, that when ſhe went under the Dirſet- 
ſhire's Stern, the Captain hail'd her, deſiring the Affiit- 

ance 
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This was a narrow Eſcape, an happy Delive- 
Tance to the Real; her Boats were ſeen to take 
Men up all round her, whoſe Hearts and Reſolu- 
tions having failed them, in the moſt terrible 
Apprehenfions that Men can labour under; had 
jumpt into the Water for fear of the Fire. 

- The Rear Admiral, and his Second, the 
Princeſs Caroline, had been engaged very warmly 


ance of a Boat, and ſaid he was going down to be ſacri- 
ficed, as no Ships were ordered to cover him, At this 
time there was neither Fire nor Smoke on either Side ; 
indeed the Namur a little before had fired à Shot at the 
Fireſhip to hurry her down ; and it ſeems very extraor- 
dinary, that the Dorſelſbire, Efſex, Rupert, and Royal 
Oa4, ſhould be ſuffered to keep to Windward to look on, 
where the Danger and Neceſſity of their Country's 
Cauſe called them: But what is ſtill more aſtoniſhing, is, 
after ſuch Neglect and notorious Miſconduct, that the 
Fireſhip's Miſcarriage ſhould be another Part of Mr. 
Mathews's Charge againſt Mr. Leſtock. It appears that 
Mr. Mathews did not give Orders for the Fireſhip to 
prime before the Fight, according to Practice, and the 
Nature of this Service, otherwiſe he would not have cen- 
ſured the deceaſed, by complaining of his Tediouſneſs in 
priming and coming down, but puniſh'd his Diſobedi- 
ence, ſince ſuch Attempts entirely depend on Readineſs 
and ſudden Execution; for though a Ship may be fo diſ- 
abled as to give a fair Opportunity for burning her, yet 
if the Fireſhip is not primed ready to catch the Occaſion, 
when it offers, the time ſhe will take to prime, may 
very probably put the Enemy in ſuch a Condition as to 
defeat the Enterprize ; for which Reaſon, we find the 
Vice Admiral, not only ordered the Captain of the Mer- 
cury Fireſhip to prime, in the Morning before the Action, 
but to ſend the People on board of him, above what 
were neceſſary for burning the Ship; and likewiſe di- 
rected the Captain to keep a good Look out, and to de- 
pend on all proper Aſſiſtance, particularly that of an 
Officer and Boats to attend him, when burning the Ship 
was thought to be neceſlary and practicable, | 
above 
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above an Hour; that nothing might be left un- 
done, no Skill nor Dexterity unexecuted for the 
Deſtruftion of the Enemy, the Barfleur very po- 
litically cut away her Lee-Anchors. The Sayne 
and Chicheſter neither hurt the Enemy nor receiv'd 
any themſelves; the other _ in the Van, as 


has been obſerved, ſeeing into Conſequences, pru- 
dently kept their Wind *. 

The French Admiral, whoſe Ships only a few 
of them fired, being unwilling, in theſe Circum- 
ſtances, to expend Ammunition unneceſſarily, de- 
icrying Don Navarro to be in imminent Danger ; 
the Center and Rear of our Fleet at the Diſtance 
he was off, appeared to be pretty well cloſed toge- 
ther; he could only tell ſeven of our Ships in the 
Van, where he had himlelt nineteen, including the 
three Spaniſh Ships, but could not make a proper 
Ulſe of them, as we kept to Windward, The 
remaining twenty-one of our Fleet of the Line, 
with the fifty Gun Ships, he apprehended were 
perfecting the Deſtruction of the Spaniſh Squa- 
dron; heretofore the Engliſh were not accuſtumed 
to trifle away their Time in making ineffectual 
diſtant Fires; a terrible Fire and Smoke, a con- 
tinual roaring of Cannon, with all the Ind ications 
of a direful Defeat, preſented themſelves to his 
Mind; he therefore made ſail, and tack'd with 
his 


* Mr. Mathews's Account publiſh'd by Authority, 
ſays, That there were but three of the French Ships 
engaged, the reſt kept their Wind in order to teck 
and weather us; but that our Van keeping the Wind 
of them, prevented their Deſign's taking place? 
As it is notorious that Admiral Matheaus did not direct 
the three foremoſt Ships to keep their Wind, but, on the 
contrary, he kept the Signals abroad for the Line of Bat- 
tle, and engaging the Enemy, the Van then of our Fleet 


was ſaved by theſe Ships Diſobedience, which proves 
_— that 
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his whole Fleet in the fineſt Diſpoſition and Or- 


der, doubling upon our Rear Admiral, who, with 


the greateſt Precipitation, got upon the other 
Tack, making Signals for his Diviſion to follow 
him ; ſome of which tack'd, others wore, juſt as 
the little Wind and the Swell, ftill predominant, 
would let them. . | 
In this Sate, the French Squadron had it in 
their Power, by their great Superiority, to over- 
throw our Van; but they ranged within Piſtol 
Shot of four or five of them, where they could 
have raked them fore and aft, and did not fire one 
Shot. The Redemption of their Rear, in the 
deſperate Situation they ſeem'd to be then in, was 
the important Cauſe in View, and any Interrup- 
tion to that, let the Bait be ever ſo alluring, was 
not to be regarded, or put in Competition 
with it: To ſubdue our Van, while their Rear 
was vanquiſhed, could be no Incitement to an 
eminent Officer, truly ſenſible of the thorough 
Diſtreſs of his Maſter's Friends and Allies com- 
bined in one Fleet together; whereas the reſcuing 
them would not only acquire him Glory, but, by 
attacking us in the Diſorder we were in, would 
. Iikewite give him great Advantages over us. In 
ſhort, the Certainty of diſengaging the Spaniſh 
Admiral, with the Proſpect of ſtriking a general 
Pannick, confounding, diſmaying, or increaſing 


that the Rear Admiral had only ſeven Ships againſt nine- 


teen, more than two Thirds of the combin'd Squadrons, 
yet he was not directed to keep his Wind, as might be 
expected, conſidering his Weakneſs; and if Mr, Ma- 

- theres, with thirteen Ships of the Line, and two fifty-gun 
Ships under his Direction, was not a Match for five, 
ſurely Mr. Roxw/ey, with ſeven, could not be ſuppoſed 
to be a Match for nineteen ; there could not be ſo great 
a Difference in the conſummate Knowledge and Bravery 
of theſe two Commanders, | | 
our 
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EY 
our Confufion, in the perplexed Manner our Van 
and Center would be mixed, were Preſages of a 
Victory, and Points of more Moment than to be 
outweighed by the other Confideration. In this 
Confufton, where there was neither Diſcipline nor 


Command, the Fireſhip's Miſcarriage, our Van 


running to join our Center on the oppoſite Tack to 
the Line of Battle; the French doubling upon them, 
and coming in great Order; the Rear of our Fleet 
not yet cloſed with the Center; the Dunkirk and 
Cambridge a-head of the Vice Admiral, following 
the Example of their Neighbours a-head of them 


in throwing away their Shot; the Vice Admiral 


having tried to reach the ſternmoſt Ship of the 
Enemy, and fired a Broadſide at her, but could 
not ſtop her from going a-head, before his Beam, 
Topgallants lower'd, only under her Main and 
Foretopſails, with her Mizen-Topſail a-back ; not- 
withſtanding which ſhe drew a- head of him, 
though he had all his Sail ſet, and there was ſo 
little Wind, with ſo high a Southern Swell, that 
it was all he could do to keep the Ports open to 
fire his lower Tier of Guns. As ſoon as he fired, 
ſhe returned it, then hoiſted her Top-gallant. ſails, 
filled her Mizen Topſail, and let fall her Foreſail 


and bore away from him: He kept going down 


after her, until] he found he ſhould only be able 
to fetch into her Wake; and all the Ships in the 
Spantſh Admiral's Rear, crouded up to the Re- 
lief of their Admiral, like Officers of Judgment, 
and Men of Reſolution, who knew what to do; 
whoſe Minds were fixed upon what was their im- 
mediate Duty. In this univerſal Terror, where 
every Body being pofleſs'd by Fears, had re- 
rounced the Duties of their Office, or entirely 
ignorant of it; in a perfect Maze, incapable of 
Direction, but as it were, receiving Orders from 
their Apprehenſions, we were no longer the in- 
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trepid Britons, Maſters of the Sea, that we uſed 
to be; the Courage and Wiſdom of our Fleet 
icem'd to be gone over to the Enemy. The Ad- 


miral haled down the Signal to engage the Ene- 
my, likewiſe the Signal for the Line of Battle 


one Ship a-head of another, and made a Signal 
to give over Chace. At half an Hour paſt five, 
the Admiral made the Signal again for the Fleet 
to draw into a Line of Battle one Ship a-head of 


another; and haled down the Signal to give over 


Chace, At that Time it was beginning to be 
duskiſh, very little Wind with the Swell ſtill up, 
and the Ships had hardly Steerage-way, or could 
be . commanded ; unqueſtionably then the Signal 
was made in order to collect the Fleet out of the 
Confuſion they were in, into a proper Diſpoſition 
of Battle, in Defence of any Attack from the 


French, that were now almoſt at Hand to Wind- 


ward, but bearing down to relieve the Spaniſh 
Squadron. The Admiral, in wearing his Ship to 
ſtand the other Way to form the Line of Battle 
on the Starboard Tack, loſt a good deal of Room, 
and near'd the Enemy, as he did not endeavour 
to tack, which, in that Caſe, would have look'd 
more like flying, and been an Indignity to his 
Flag; by which means a Ship a-head of the Spa- 


uin Admiral that had been diſmaſted, and ſtruck, 


was left to be retook by the French Squadron, 
with a Lieutenant, and'twenty-three Men 80 
precipitate was our Flight, and ſo great was our 


Diſorder, that it ſeems there was not Time to 


ſave theſe People. The Dorſerſhire, Efſex, Ru- 
tert and Royal Oak wore when the Admiral did, 
which brought them much nearer to the four 
ſternmoſt Ships of the Enemy than they had ever 
been before ; and in pailing by one another on the 
contrary Tack, the Admiral, Dorſerſhire, Eſſex, 
Rupert and Royal Oak, with the Dunkirk and 
Cambridge, 


L221 
Cambridge of the Vice Admiral's Diviſion, fir'd 
on this Occaſion, as did the Enemy for a few - Mi- 
nutes, without much Injury of either Side; but 


Night-Flaſhes, and violent Reports of Guns, 


made it appear very horrible, but in the Conſe- 
quences altogether inſignificant, only the Exvence 
of ſo much more Ammunition, having in this laſt 
not one Man kill'd that we have heard of +. 

| The 


+ Mr. Mathews's Account, publiſhed by Authority, 


ſays, That the Admiral was himſelf at the ſame Time, 
when the Fireſhip blew up, within Muſket Shot of the 
Real, and was afterwards engaged within leſs than 
** Muſket Shot by the ſame four Shipswhich had paſſed by 
Mr. Leſtock; which Ships the Rear of theAdmiral's Di- 
viſion engaged, but at too great a Diſtance.“ 

But if the Admiral had been ſo near the Rea as within 
leſs than Muſket Shot, he would have ſeen that the Launch 
did not blow up with the Fireſhip, as the Smoak of firing 
one ſingle Gun at the Launch, which was all that he ſir'd 
at this Juncture, could not poſſibly obſtruct his Sight, even 
hid this Smoak, contrary to Cuſtom, paſt to Wind- 

ward :—But his ſaying he was engaged afterwards within 
| leſs than Muſket Shot, by the fame four Ships which 
had paſſed by Mr. Z-fock, was what alarm'd the Nation, 
and exaſperated the People to the higheſt Degree of po- 


pular Clamour and Fury againſt Mr. Leſtocł, as if the 


Vice Admiral had not only looked' with Unconcern on 
bis commanding Officer in the Heat of Battle, and tamely 


] ſuffer'd thoſe Ships, without endeavouring his utmoſt to 


| engage and ſtop them from getting a-head to attack the 
Admiral, who, tho* he was before over-power'd, yet 
continued dauntleſs againſt this ſuperior Farce. In this 
Manner was the Nation impoſed and deluded with the 
firſt Rumour and Noiſe; and this Account (without 
: weighing Jong-liv'd Enmity, Paſſion and Prejudice, as 
well as the Neceflity of laying the Blame ſomewhere, 
to draw a Veil over the moit notorious Miſconduei) cap- 
tivated all Degrees of People: Therefore we think it 
| neceſſary to obſerve, to undeceive our Readers, * as 
| theſe 


781 


The Poder of ſixty- four Guns, and ſix hundred 


Mien, after ſtanding the Fire of the Somerſet, Prin- 


oe ſſa, Dragon, Bedford, Salisbury, Guernſey and 
King ſton; and having loſt. her Main-maſt, and 
Foretop-mait, ſtrucx to the Berwick ; ſeveral 


Officers boarded her, claiming the Honour that 


they had not merited ; but the Captain pointed 


the Ship out to whom he had ſubmitted, and when 


he found her to be the Berwick, he deliver'd his 


Sword to her Lieutenant, proteſting to him at the 


ſame 


theſe four Ships never got far enough a- head to fire at 
the Marlborough, her Diſtreſs could not any ways pro- 
ceed from tbem— And that Admiral Mathews having 
form'd a Line of Battle a-head on the other Tack (on 
purpoſe to get away from the French who were juſt at 
Hand, elſe why was the Poder left with the Beraricͤ's 
People) in ſtanding from the Enemy, and leaving the 
Place of Battle, ſome Shot were exchanged as they paſſed 
one another, which Mr. Mathews calls engaging within 
leſs than Muſket Shot; and alſo that this hindered the 


Real from falling into his Hands, and occaſioned him to 


be torn to pieces, altho* it is evident he had left the 
Real, and he had, beſides the Ships a-ſtern, ſix Ships 
a-head, vis. the Dor/et/hire, Eſſex, Rupert, Royal Oak, 
Dunkirk and Cambridge, that fired on this Occaſion in 
paſſing, and only four Ships of the Enemy fired. As an 


undoubted Proof of what J affirm, J appeal to Mr. Ma- 


thews and his Adherents, whether he did not fire his 
Larboard Guns, the contrary Guns that he firſt engaged 
the Real with? Conſequently that this was a forced Fire, 
in endeavouring to get away. What is more, in ſaying 
the Real of the Admiral's Diviſton engaged theſe Ships, 
but at too great a Diſtance, and aſſerting, they paſſed by 
Mr. Leflocz, Mr. Mathezvs muſt alſo allow, that before 
they got up where he was, they mult neceſſarily paſs by 
the Dorſeiſbire, EJex, Rupert, Royal Oak, Dunkirk and 
Cambridge, which Ships were far enough a-head to have 
bore away, and to have engaged Yard-arm and Yard- 
arm; conſequently had they equally bore down at = 
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the Situation of both Fleets, the Admiral leaving the 


[ 79 ] 
fame Time, that he had held the others in the 


5 Contempt; and had not ſhe come down, 
is Honour would have never ſuffered bim to 


{trike the Saniſh Colours to them. The French 


approaching very near, the Berzvick had no more 
Time than to take out the Captain with ſome of 


the other Officers, and precipitately left behind his 


Fourth Lieutenant, and twenty two Men x. 


The 


with the Marlborough, if they were not all of them able 
to have engaged at the Beginning of the Action, at leaſt 


they would have been in the Way to have attacked them 


as they came up, or obliged them to have put before the 
Wind ; why, therefore, if the Captains neglected their 
Duty, and could not be brought to obey Meſſages ſent 
to them, others were not appointed in this Conteſt of 
their Country's Cauſe, isa Matter of great Surprize : It 
is certain, the ſternmoſt Ship paſſed by Mr. Leach, but 
with Submiſſion to the Admiral that commanded on that 
important Day, ſhe paſſed by out of his Reach, and 
with the ſame Juſtice and Propriety it might have been 
ſaid ſhe paſſed by, had ſhe been in Sight fifteen Miles 
wide of him. | 

* Admiral Matheaus's Account, publiſhed by Autho- 
rity, ſays, © That notwithſtanding the French tack'd 
„upon the Rear Admiral Row/ey, they did not think 
proper to engage him; they, however, retook the 
«© Spaniſh Ship, it being impoſſible to do any thing with 
« her, as ſhe had not a Maſt ſtanding, and as it was 
« near dark, and the whole French Squadron had tack'd 


c upon them; that thereupon Captain Hawke, of the 


« Berxvick, left her, but could not get his Lieutenant, 
. and twenty three Men out of her, his firſt Lieutenant 
« having done all he could to perſuade the Men to quit 
5 her, but in vain.” 

We muſt beg the Admiral's Pardon; the Sparih diſ- 
abled Ship had only loſt her Main and Foretop Maſts; 
therefore ſhe had her Fore and Mizen Maſts ſtanding: 
But the firſt Lieutenant of the Berwick having obſerved 
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The whole Amount of this Fight 1s, that the 
Center, conſiſting of eleven Ships, viz. Namur, 
Marlborough, Norfolk, Somerſet, Dorſetſhire, 
Princeſſa, Eſſex, Bedford, Royal Oak, Rupert, 
Dragon, with the Berwick, Kingſton, Guernſey, 
and Salisbury of the Rear AdmiraPs Diviſion, 
were able to deſtroy rhe whole Spaniſp Squadron, 
much more ſo, as three of thoſe Ships went with 
the French, and four of the ſternmoſt did not get 
up to cloſe with their Admiral before it was 
duskiſh, long after the Fireſhip's Misfortune; ſo 
that the whole Afternoon there were only five, 
out of which the Conant was beat away in lets 
than an Hour; what then fifteen Ships could be 
doing from half an Hour 1 one till paſt five, 


no leſs than four Hours, and theſe Ships not taken, 


burnt and deſtroyed, is the Queſtion which be- 


hoves them to anſwer: But here we declare lies 
the Neglect: For if the Admiral had not thought 
himſelf powerful enough with ſuch a Force, he 
would have had the Prudence and Patience to 
have forborn engaging, until the Rear of out Fleet 


had come up, and been ready at Hand to fuccour 


and ſupport the Center. 

It is certain, that few of the Ships that fired at 
the Spaniſp Squadron, engaged within a Point- 
Blank Mark ; tis true, they fired as many Shot 
as the others; but where, and how, what Damage 


Place of Battle, and going from the Poder and Real, the 
French Squadron drawing near to their Deliverance, his 
Ship the Berwick, making Sail after the Admiral, wiſely 
judged, that neither he, nor his People would be ſafe, 
came away, leaving the Fourth Lieutenant and twenty- 
three Men behind him, recommending Diſpatch; and 
what may ſerve to ſupport this Truth, and prove the 
Hurry our Fleet was in, to get away, the Firſt Lieute- 
nant did not get on board of his own Ship that Night, 
but lay on board the Rozal Oat. dia 
a 1 
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did they do the Enemy, or receive themſelves ? And 
there is not one among them can ſay, they had it not 
in their Power to attack; they were to Windward, 
and up with them from the Beginning, only wanting 
to bear away to a proper Diſtance ; and there was 
the Fireſhip to ſtrike a Pannick withal : In that 
Caſe, all other Aſſiſtance was ſuperfluous ; for there 


were more Ships already than could come to en- 


gage ſo ſmall a Number; and if the ſternmoſt at 
Night eſcaped our Rear by outſailing them, ſtill after 
four Hours to diſpatch Buſineſs in, there were with 
the Duntirł and Cambridge then far enough a- head, 
after the Signal was made to give over Chace, ſeven- 
teen Sail to nine, even including the whole; the 
Poder that had ſtruck, the Real altogether diſ- 
abled, and the Conſtant beat out of their Line. 

If the Apprehenſion of breaking the Line of 
Battle was the Motive which hindered the Center 
from going near enough to attack the Enemy, tho 
a Line was never formed, yet it is certain that the 
Signal was kept abroad, while the Van was left 
expoſed to nineteen Ships of the Enemy, not fo 
much as directed to keep the Wind from that Su- 
periority, at the ſame Time that the Center fell 
upon their Rear, the Syani Squadron and our 
Rear with very little Wind was a great Diſtance 
off a- ſtern, ſurely the Signal had been better haled 
down ; for in that Caſe it ſeemed to ſerve no 
other Purpoſe than as a Bugbear to intimidate our 
Ships from going within Gun-ſhot of the Enemy; 
and as to Diſcipline in the Order of a Line of 
Battle, all that was foregone when the Center bore 
away and attacked the Rear of the Enemy. 

There was little Wind all Night, variable, and 
ſometimes calm; the Fleet ſtood in ſhore, leaving 
the Marlborough under the Care of the Salisbury 
and Feverſham, not without general Fear, that 
the would be burnt, ſunk or taken; but in the 
Morning we had the Pleaſure to ſee her ſafe, 4 

the 
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the great Joy and Satisfaction of the whole Fleet, 
and her own Ship's Company, who had Ja- 
boured under the moſt terrible Apprehenſions all 
Night. 

Sunday, February the 12th, the Namur's Maſts 
having received ſome Damage, at Day light the 
 Admiral's Flag appeared to have been hoiſted on 
board of the Rafe} f: Saw the Enemy in the 
K. V Quarter diſtant four or five Leagues, and 
the Soxzerſet having been wandering in the Night, 
ſomething like her Knight Errantry of Tefterday, tell 
in with one of the Span Squadron in the Morn- 
ing, and exchanged ſome Shot with her, without 
loſing more than two Men in both Battles of 
Yeſterday and To-day. Little Wind about N. E. 
the Fleet bearing down upon the Enemy, ſoon 
met the Somerſet in their Way. Art nine the Vice 
Admiral made the Signal for his Squadron to give 


Chace to the South Weſt and crouded Sail a-head. 
At eleven the Admiral made the Signal for the 


Vice Admiral Lefock's Account, as delivered to 
the Houle of Commons, ſays, that he received this 
Morning a Letter from Admiral Matheaus, directing him, 
when he made the Signal for the Line of Battle a-head 
of each other, to lead with his Diviſion, let it be with 
tlie Starboard or Larboard Tack. How can this be 
practicable? For when a Fleet is once extended and 
form'd in order of Battle, how can the Van on the Star- 
board Tack become the Van on the Larbroad Tack, 
without Confuſion and Diſorder, Loſs of Time, and run- 
ning the Gauntlet of the whole Fleet, to obey this Or- 
der; whereas in the common Courſe of Diſcipline in 
Tacking, or wearing to form on the other Tack, the 
Van becomes the Rear, and the Rear the Van, like 
wheeling about? At the ſame Time the Vice Admiral 
ſent his Compliments to the Admiral, by Captain 
Long, with his Opinion, that we ſhould do nothing, 
unlcis we engag'd the Enemy in a proper Diſpoſition of 
Battle. 


Fleet 


TY 


Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle one Ship 
a-breaſt of another. At Two the Admiral brought 
to with the Fleet, in order o wait for the Rear 
Admiral's Divifion, that was ſome Diſtance 
a-ſtern, but the Rear Admiral having brought to 
alſo, the Admiral made the Signal for him that 
commands in the third Poſt to make more Sail. All 
this Day kept forming into a Line according to the 
Signal, and going down upon the Enemy, who was 
go1ng before the Wind. About five we got into per- 
ect Order and Diſpoſit ion, fit to give and receive 
Battle, ſeeming determined to make a good and pro- 
per Uſe of our Strength, and the Aſſiſtance from our 
ſetting out, which Heaven continued to us. 

The confederate Fleets ſaw our Strength as it 
were united and cemented in its proper Efficacy to 
be invincible; they trembled and were confoundeq, 
the exact Practice of Order and military Diſci- 
pline had forſaken them, they were diſmayed, and 
did not ſeem to know what it was: The Irregu- 
larity and Confuſion of the Britiſßh Fleet had over- 
taken them; we had eſpouſed their Maxims, 
while they, in the Panic of their Hearts, had de- 
generated into ours, with this material Difference, 
they were ſenſible of their own Weakneſs, inſtead 


of running head long to attack, or waiting for our 


coming down, they kept away from us, fluctuating 
and dividing in all their Motions, like Men whoſe 
Minds are filled with Fears, and cannot come to 
any Reſolution. The Spaniſp Squadron was 
a-head and to Leeward of the French, four uf 


their Ships were diſabled, among which was the 


Real, their Admiral, whoſe Flag was ſtill flying 
on board of this Cripple, without a 1 on 
end, or a Yard a-croſs, excepting her Main top- 
gallant and Sprit Sail Yards, under a Sprit Sail and 
Fore- ſtay Sail in tow of a large Ship, ſuppos'd to 
be the //abella, with all the Sail ſhe could ſet. 


A ſecond without a main Topmaſt; a third with- 
| 22 Out 
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out a fore Topmaſt, and the fourth without a 
Bowſprit. Beſides the Poder, another Spanifp 
diſabled Ship, that had ſtruck to the Berwick 
Yeſterday, and in the Evening having been retaken 
by the French Fleet, ſhe had been all Day in 
their Kear ; when on our drawing near ſhe was 
deſerted, and the Ee was ſent to burn her; be- 
ing found already on Firè, and one of her Beams 
almoſt conſumed, they added to this flow Fire, 
and kindled more fore and aft, which ſoon made 
a pleaſant Blaze, ant attracted the Eyes of the 
whole Fleet: This was a delightful Proſpect in a 
fine Moon-light Night, and was look'd upon as a 
certain Preſage of an eaſy Victory next Day, at 
leaſt the Certainty of forcing them to leave all the 
reſt of their diſabled Ships. The Poder burnt 
about an Hour, and at Night blew up in Sight 
of both Fleets, each imagining the Action to 
be their own handy Work ; anda general Shout 
echo'd thro! our Fleet, from the Van to the Rear. 

At half an Hour paſt five the Fleet brought to 
with the Starboard Tack on board, a fine Even- 
ing, little Wind in the N. E. Quarter, the Enemy 


bearing 8. W. by W. fix Miles. In the Morning 


the Marlborough had been ſent to Mahon under 
the Protection of the Oxford ; and in the Even- 
ing the Burford arriv'd from England, and fell 
into her Station in the Line of Battle, which 
Ship having been at Hieres in ſearch of the Fleet, 
obſerving Yeſterday a great Smoak aſcend in the 
_ Offing, concluded from thence that both Fleets 
muſt be engaged, and got under fail immediately, 
leaving her Boar behind, which had been ſent on 
Shore for Intelligence. *. Our 


* Admiral Matheaus's Account puvliſh'd by Autho- 
rity, ſays, That at Break of Day he ſaw the Enemy's 
* Fleet to Leeward of them, and found they had tow'd 
© all the cripled Ships before the Wind all Night; the 


* Admiral chas'd them again ; the French laying 7 a 
ine 
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Our Advantages were conſpicuous and many, 


even admitting that the Day before, the Force of 


both Fleets had been equal. We had only leſt 
the Ule of the Marlborough, in lieu of which the 
Burford very opportunely came, inferior no more 
than 20 Guns, all the other Ships were as able as 
ever to engage the Enemy. On their Side, the 
Poder had been burnt, with the four Ships which 
we had obſerved to be diſabled and incapable of 
making any Defence, much lets of giving Battle, 
eſpecially the Real, their capital Ship, and, in- 


deed, 


* Line of Battle to Windward of the Spaniards, moſt of 
* them Hull to ; but as he drew near them, they made 
* Sail, and left the diſabled 60 Gun Ship. The Admi- 
* ral then ſent the Ee a-head, and order'd Capt. 
Norris to burn the ſaid Ship (not being able to ſpare 
any of his Squadron to carry her to Minorca) which 
* Capt. Norris did, and ſhe blew up at half an Hour 
* after Nine at Night ; that there was great Reaſon to 
believe, that if there had been any Wind, the French 
would have left the Span; crippled Ships, as moſt of 
© them had ſuffer'd greatly. That in the Afternoon 
* Capt. Watkins of the Burford join'd the Fleet; he had 
been in Hieres Bay, and hearing the Report of Guns, 
and ſeeing the Smoak, he made directly for it. That 


| © at Night the Admiral brought to, that the Sternmoſt 


* Ships might get up with them. 
It is ſurprizing as this Account mentions ſo many 


| Circumſtances and Appearances of a fugitive Enemy, 
| diſabled and encumbered with cripple Ships, that Ad- 
| miral Mathexvs ſhould have brought to ſo far to Wind- 


ward of the Enemy, in ſo fine a Moon-light ; if he 


' Imagin'd the Enemy capable of running from him be- 


fore Action, as ſome of his Advocates have given out, 
to palliate Matters, in order to excuſe his engaging them, 
contrary to the Line of Battle, he muſt be truly ſenſible 
that they would, now, more endeavour at it, as their 


only Reſource lay in the enſuing Night, to get away 


with their lame Ships. In the Night before the Action 
he brought to by his own Account, within a little 
| more 
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deed, that of the World, that had been ſo well 
prepared and fortified. in the molt extraordinary 
ſurprizing Manner, that they had the greateſt De- 

endance on her. Her Sides being lined four or 
five Foot thick every where with Junk or old Ca- 
bles to binder the Shot from piercing them Her 
Guns from the Poop, and Patteraroes from her 
Tops (which Places were barricaded with Wool. 
packs) did great Execution, and made great Ha. 
vock among the Soldiers on the Marlborough“ 
Poop. Their Officers and Seamen, all of them, 


more than three Guns Shot of them, and order'd the 
E/Jex to lie a Mile to Leeward of him, and the Vin. 
chelſea a good Muſquet Shot to Leeward of the Eier, 
to watch their Motions, and to make the proper Sig- 
nals, and ſtand after them, in caſe they ſhould make 
ſail ; that he was ſo near that he could count the Ene- 
my's Ships after the Moon was down.” Here were 
all the neceſſary Precautions taken, leſt the Enemy 
ſhould endeavour to eſcape us, when we were not ſo 
much as form'd in Order of Battle, and they were laying 
by for us in good Order ; but when we had gain'd the 
Advant ge of diſabling four of their Ships, and burning 
another, we became more cautious, and brought to at a 
much greater Diltance in Order of Battle, without ſend- 
ing Cruizers to obſerve their Motions. What cou'd oc- 
caſion two ſuch extraordinary Extremes of Raſhneſs and 
Diffidence, equally prejudicial to the Nation, as the 
. eaſt Danger could not ariſe by going nearer at thi: 

uncture, is impoſſible to ſay ? but it is certain they are 
oppoſite to the Rules of War and Prudence, eſpecially 
as it was ſo eaſy for us to have kept Sight of them all 
Night, by making more and more Sail, as the Fnemy 
appear'd leſs and leſs perceptible. It is what we cannot 

allow, conſidering the Diſpoſition of both Fleets, that 
there could not be ſpar'd a Frigate or two to have ſavec 
the Poder, a good Man of War, which would have been 
a Trophy of the Enemy's Flight ; neither can we agree 
that the Admiral brought to, that the ſternmoſt Ships 
might cet up with him, becauſe we were in an excellen! 
Line at the Time we brought to. 
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on this predigious Bulwark had grounded their 
Hopes of Victory; {ſuch a melancholy Proſpect 
could not but diſhearten ; ſuch a Change could not 
fail to throw the moſt daring into a Conſterna- 
tion; however, we put off our Joy till next Day; 
we, with great Circumſpection, ſtopt running 
nearer to a certain Victory, and keeping in Sight 
of them, though to Windward in one of the fineſt 
Moon- light Nights that ever was ſeen; we thought 
ourſelves ſure of the Purchaſe fo ſoon as Day-light 
appeared ; and that then we ſhould attain to the 
Height of all our Wiſhes, It ſeem'd to be 1m- 
poſſible for their crippled Ships to eſcape, and 
from all Circumſtances our Conqueſt was ſecure 
and eaſy to be compleated. 
In this Exceſs of a ſure Victory, we were lul- 
led faſt aſleep laying to, while the Enemy wilely 
took the Advantage, to free themſelves from the 
Danger of being obliged to renew a Fight, where 
they could not but expect to be defeated, in 
making Uſe of the Night to retire with all the 
Precipitation that their Condition would permit ; 
what elſe could they do? They had engaged us, 
according to their peremptory Orders, whether 
ſuperior or inferior; and it is certain, that their 
Conduct all along from our firſt Meeting, to the 
Time that they did, ſhewed it to be their real 


Deſign; but now finding the Superiority to be ſo 
great, the moſt prudent Courſe they could poſſibly 
take was to make the utmoſt Expedition out of 


our Sight to ſave their Fleet. * Monday, 


* The Captain of the Poder, who was our Priſoner, 
inform'd us that before they ſail'd from Toulon, the 
Prench took infinite Pains to make the Spaniards believe, 


that we had only a few capital Ships, and the reſt were 


all Frigates ; that we were in great want of Men, the 
Namur having the higheſt Compliment, which was no 
more than zoo; that we had very little Powder, and 


that the Men we had were ſickly, and enfeebled with 


the Scurvy ; though theſe Reports might ſerve to ani 
mat. 


881 


Monday, February the 13th, the Wind nor— 
therly, at halt an Hour paſt Two in the Morning, 
the Admiral fired Ten Guns, which is the Signal 
to make Sail; a ſufficient Alarm to the Enemy 
if within hearing; and the Fleet continued their 
Courſe to the Weſtward with a freſh Gale of 
Wind f. At Day-break inſtead of being within 


Gun. 


mate the private Men, yet they were not at all credited 
by the Spar Officers; infomuch that in a Council of 
War held the Day before their failing, the Spar 
Members argued againſt their going to Sea, but to end 
all Diſputes, Monſieur de Court, the French Admiral, 


- Produced the King's Order to proceed immediately to 


Sea, and give us Battle; we had therefore no great 
Cauſe to be fo impatient, for from thence it is evident 
that had we ſtay'd till next Day, when we ſhould have 
been in perfe& Order of Battle, that agreeable to their 
Orders before they retreated, they muſt have engag'd; 
and indeed from their Behaviour all along, and Method 
of acting, it ſeem'd to be their real Intention, For had 
it not been ſo, as the firſt Day they had a ſtrong Weſter- 
ly Wind, and at Night our Fleet anchored in the Bay, 
there was nothing to hinder them from paſling to Lal, 
had they been bound there; and had they been bound 
down the Streights, next Day when the eaſterly Wind 
prevail'd, they would have made fail from us, inſtead 
of bringing to, in order of Battle. In ſhort, in Spite of 
Falſhood and Miſrepreſentation, in order to hide ſo no- 


torious a Breach of Diſcipline, nothing is more certain 


than that they came out on purpoſe to give us Battle, 
and that their Deſign by making ſail, on ſeeing us 


make the Signal for engaging while our Fleet were in 


Diſorder and Confuſion, was to have gain'd the Weather 
Gage; an Advantage which every good Officer will en- 
deavour to obtain, and be cautiou: of loſing. 

+ Though this Signal, (the 6th Inſtruction to be ob- 
ſerved in tne Night · time) is the Signal for the Fleet to 
make ſail after lying by, yet we cannot think it a pro- 
per one on this Occaſion, when the Enemy was on the 
Retreat ; therefore we bave the more Reaſon to lament 

| that 


[ 39 ] 
Gun-ſhot of the Enemy, no body could diſcern 
them; they had made the beſt Uſe of their Time: 
Hands were ſent to the Maſt Head, Emiſſaries of 
every Sort, with the keeneſt and ſharpeſt Eyes 
were kept on the Stretch; all employed to look 
out for the Enemy, when the Vice Admiral made 
the Signal for ſeeing above 20 Sail. At Seven 
the Admiral hoifted a Flag ſtriped red and white 
on the Flag: ſtaff at the Fore-top-maſt head, and 
fired a Gun, which Signal, by the 153th Article 
of the fighting Inſtructions, is for the Vice Ad- 
miral and his Diviſion to draw into a Line of 
Battle a-head of one another; but by the 14th 
Article of the failing Inſtructions, it is for the 
Vice Admiral to ſend Ships to chace, upon which 
the Vice Admiral repeated the ſame Signal, and 
with his Diviſion in the Line of Battle one Ship 
a-head of another, gave Chace a head. At Eight 


that other Signals more applicable, were not provided 
and appointed : For this not only alarm'd the Enemy, 
but it was no certain Guide nor Direction: It neither 
pointed out the Courfe the Fleet ſhould ſteer, nor that it 
ſhould fail in a Line of Battle ; and though the Rear of 
tne Fleet might gueſs at the Admirals Courſe, by ſee- 
ing his D.ſtinguiſhing Lights, yet the Van could not 
poſſibly ſee, or make any Judgment, without proper 
Lights (as ſhould have been at the Bowſprit End) for- 
ward. In ſupport of what we have ſaid, in regard to 


Night Signals, we will inſert a Preamble of Admiral 


Vernon's, to one of his additional Signals, viz. Whereas 
the Night Signals, © in the general Inſtruction Book for 
* lying by, or making fail af er lying by, are Signals 
* generally conceived for bad Weather, and ſo for being 
better diſtinguiſhed, are directed to be, made with a 
great Number of Guns, which in moderate Weather, 
and our preſent cruizing Station might be inconve- 
* nient:* And it is certain that ſuch Signals are impro- 
per, within hearing of our Enemy, and fo defective, 
that they can ſerve no Purpoſe but that of bid Weather, 
which is the only Uſe of them. 

"0 the 


i 
the Admiral made the Signal for the Ships to 
Wind ward to bear down into his Wake: And at 
Nine he made the unfortunate Signal to give over 
Chace, which the Vice Admiral anſwered by 
ſhortening 1ail ; and the Enemy ſoon after got out 
of Sight with all their lame Ships. At Ten the 
Wind came to the Eaſtward, a good Wind to give 
Chace, without ſtraining our Maſts, but though 
it continued fo, the Fleet Jay by all that Day, and 
next Night f. 

On Tueſday the 15th, made Cape &. Sebaſtian, 
then bore away for Mi norca, and ſaw the Iſland 
the 197th, when the Sutherland Hoſpital Ship was 
i i{patched into Maꝶon Harbour with the wounded 

len. 

In th's Month we bore away twice more to Mi- 
0704, which, if we had not been ſo unlucky as 
to do, we ſhould have got to Heres, where it 
was judged we were bound, and thereby eſcaped 


an hard Gale of Wind, in which moſt of the Ships 


were greatly diſabled, by loſing their Maſts, fal- 
ling on board of one another, through the Miſ- 
apprehenſion of Signals, as well as ſome of them 

very 


+ Mr. Mathews's Account publiſhed by Authority 
ſays, * That he ſaw the Enemy again next Morning, 
« but at a great Diſtance. That after the Admiral had 
« Jolt Sight of the Enemy's Fleet, he found all his En- 
« deavours to rejoin them, or procure Intelligence of 
them ineffectual, they being gone, as he ſuppos d, down 
© the Streights.” | 

Heie he acknow'edges that he ſaw the Enemy, but 
no: one Word of calling the Vice Admiral off from 
chafing them, who gain'd To much on the Enemy, as 


to make them from the Deck, with a Separation be- 


twe:n the Span; and French Squadrons. Not ſati:fied 
wich the Signal, the Winchelſen was ſent with Orders for 
tie Vice Admiral to come into the Fleet; and if it was 
Weather for her Boat to go on board of the Vice _ 

| | - miral, 
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very near aſhore in the Night in a Storm of Wind 
upon the Ifland of Minorca. From theſe Diſaſters 
the Fleet was obliged to go into the Harbour to 
refit, from whence the Ships did not put to Sea 
till the latter End of March; before which Time 


the Vice Admiral was ſuſpended and ſent Home, 


to the great Surprize and Aſtoniſhment of the 
Fleet. Rear Admiral Rowley, now commaniding 
in the ſecond Poſt, hoiſted his Flag on board of the 
Neptune; on whom the Command in the Mediter- 


ranean has ſince devolu'd, as a conſummate Com- 


nander of great Abilities and perfect Experience. 
In the mean Time the Spaniſh Squadron, in 
the moſt infinite Diſtreſs, parted from the French 


miral, ſurely it was ſuch as might have been employed 


in going after a fugitive diſabled E .emy, without ia- 


juring our Ships that were diſabled. The Day before 
he ſays, * there was great Reaſon to believe, that if 
there had been any Wind, the French would have left 
* the Spany4 crippled Ships, as moſt of them had ſuffered 
greatly.“ And now that there was Wind ſufficient to 
bring him up wich the Enemy to gain theſe Ships, or 
force a general Engagement, he gives over Chace, 
paſſing over this important Particular, in his Account, 


or giving any Reaſon for ſuch extraordinary Conduct; 


at the ſame Time pretending that he us'd all lis En- 
deavours to rejoin the Enemy, or procure Intelligence of 
them, when he acted quite the contrary, and lay by all 
Day and next Ni ht with an Eaſterly Wind. 

Every Conſideration ſeem'd to enforce our Fleet pur- 
ſuing the Enemy down the $Szrezzhts, eſpecially as it was 
reported, they expected Reinforcements from Bre/, and 
not one againſt it, even if it could have been paſſible tu 
have ſtrain'd our diſabled Ships Maſts, by going almoſt 
afore the Wind ; ſo great an Advant ge and fuch 
ſure Omens of Victory were worth running ſome Riſque; 
and as the Enemy eſcaped by the Vice A.mir:!'s being 


call'd from the Chace, Mr. Mathews who g:ve the 
Order is alone anſwerable. 
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the Day after we loſt Sight of them, but after- 
wards they arrived ſafe in Carthagena Harbour; 


while the French had been looking for them at 


the Iſland of Majorca, and did not anchor in Ali. 
cant Road till the 25th of February, N. 8. : 
Nothing can exceed the Severity of this Mis- 


fortune and Diſappointment ; a national Grievance 


and Calamity, what the richeſt and pooreſt Men 
muſt feel, all Degrees from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, Had we purſued them, it is nuw obvious 
and manifeſt to the whole World, that we ſhould 
have reap'd an Harveſt adequate to the immenſe 
Expence of watching their Motions at their Har- 
bour's Mouth above two Years ; the whole Hani ſh 
Squadron mult have been entirely deſtroyed, or 
become ours, and nothing could have ſaved the 
French but their Heel-. Separate or together, 


this irrecoverable Overthrow to our Enemies muſt 


have enſued ; all their Deſigns muſt have been 
fruſtrated and defeated ; our Allies ſupported 
the Spaniards taught to purſue their true Intereſt, 
while the Power of the inſolent Controller of 
Zurope had been pull'd down, and he become 
flexible to our juſt Demands; the Harbingers of 


Peace, Trade, and Plenty, with Glory to the 


Nation and 1ts triumphant Fleet, 


The preceding Account is given by a Friend of 
Ar. Leſtock; we ball next offer to the 
Reader that of Mr. Mathews, as publiſhed 
by Authority; after which we ſhall introduce 
ſome Letters that were wrote upon that Oc- 


caſſon; together with ſome other Matters, 


ail tending lo elucidate the true Cauſe of the 
zl; Succeſs of our Navy in their Engage- 
— ment 
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[ 93 ] 
ment with the combin'd Fleets of France 
and Spain, off Toulon Harbour. | 


The Account publiſhed by Authority runs thus : 
Mahon Harbour, Feb. 3, 1743-4, O. 8. 


him; on the Sth he received Advice, that 
three Expreſſes came to Toulon the Day 
before, in a very ſhort Diſtance of Time one after 
another: That he was likewiſe informed, that 
the Conjunct Fleet would put to Sea the next 


T HE Somerſet, Dragoon, and Warwick join'd 


Morning: That between Three and Four that 


Afternoon, Capt. Marſh, of the Winchel/ea, one 
of the Ships appointed to watch the Conjun& 
Fleet's Motions, made the Signal for ſome of the 
{aid Fleet being under Sail; upon which he made 
the Signal for Unmooring, and putting the Ships 
in a Condition for Action, which was done with 
the utmoſt Alacrity and Expedition: That in leſs 
than Half an Hour, they could fee ſeveral of them 
from their Ships. That the Signal was made by 
Capt. Marſs, before it was dark, for ſeeing nine- 
teen Sail, and about two in the Morning he ſent 
the Admiral Word, that they anchored again un- 


der Cape Set: That as ſoon as it was Day they 
ſaw thoſe, that came out the Night before, under 


Sail, and in a very little Time the reſt coming 
out, their Number in all being 34: That the Ad- 
miral then got under Sail, the Wind biowing ver 
ry freſh Weſterly, expecting they would 3 
come down to him; but ſoon found they had. no 
ſuch Intention, at leaſt for that Day, for they kept 
plying to Windward, tho' there was all the Ap- 


pearance of dirty Weather, and ſome of the Wea- 


thermoſt Ships were, at Night, Hull to: That he 


therefore ſtood to and fro in the Bay till N ieh 
a | an 
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and then anchored, having left Cruizers out tn 
watch their Motions ; during which the Warwick 


touched the Ground, but by ſtarting 30 Tuns of 


Water, was got off about Nine that Night, with- 
Out any other image. | 

That by Brea“ of Day the next Morning, our 
People 2 irom the Maſt head 15 Sail (the 
reſt being hi 
Admiral immed iate ly got under Way, having but 
little Wind, and that at North, and made all the 


Sail he could get to them, they ſtanding at the 


fame Time towards the Eugliſ Fleet with a 
{mall Breeze Weſterly : That after an Hour or 
two's Calm, there ſprung up a ſmall Breeze Eaſter- 
ly, by which Means they neared each other. 'That 
at the fame Time the Boyn?2 and Chicheſter ap- 
peared in Sight from under Zevant Ifland, and 
the Eaſterly Wind prevailing, they, and a Ten- 
der with Proviſions from Mahon. ſoon joined the 
Admiral, having had the good Fortune to fall in 
with the Land to the Eaſtward, without which 
they muſt have fallen into the Enemies Hands. 
That the Enemy brought-to in a Line of Battle, 
but for want of Wind, and having a very ugly 
Sea, it was Night before the Admiral could get 
near them, having had the Signal out all Day for 
the Line of Battle, and kept it out for ſome 
Time after it was Night? At Dusk he brought- 
to, within a little more than three Guns Shot of 
them, and ordered the Ee to lie a Mile to 
Leeward of him, and the Vinthelſea a good 
Musket's Shot to Leeward of the Ee, to watch 
their Motions, and to make the proper Signals, 
and ſtand after them, in Cafe they ſhould make 
Sail: That they were ſo near, that he could 
count the Enemies Ships after the Moon was down, 
but could not at the ſame Time ſee Vice Admiral 
Zeſtock and his Squadron, he having brought 
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to ſo far to Wind ward, that, when it was dawn- 
ing, and the Admiral had made Sail, and the 
Signal for the Line of Battle a-breaſt, the Vice- 
Admiral was full five Miles a- ſtern of him: That 
the Enemy alſo made Sail, and went with their 
Topſails and ſometimes ſet their Forefails. 

That about Eleven, the Royal Oak and two 
Tenders with Proviſions from Mahon join'd the 
Fleet, having luckily fallen in to the Eaſtward. 

That Rear- Admiral Rowley led the Van, but 
could never come near the French Squadron, as 
M. de Court would ſometimes lie to, as if he de- 
figned ſtaying for them, but when they drew near 
him, he made Sail again, till at laſt he had left 
moſt of the Spaniſp Ships a good Way a-ſtern of 
him: That the . was then fully convinced 
he never would come to a general Engagement, 


but judg'd his Deſign was, by this Way of acting, 


to draw him down the Hrreights: That about 
half an Hour after Eleven, the Admiral made the 
Signal for engaging, and ſoon bore down upon the 
Spaniſh Admiral, and ordered the Marlborough 
to do the ſame: That the Action began about 
One : That the Norfolk engag'd M. Navarro, (the 
Spaniſh Admiral's Second) who ſoon bore away, 
and never ſhortened Sail, whilſt they could ſee her. 
The reſt of the Admiral's Diviſion a-head engaged 
thoſe a-head. The Marlborough driving a little too 
near the Admiral, obliged him to fill his Sails ro 

revent her coming on bbard him. That the little 
Time Mr. Mathews was engaged, they greatly 
diſabled his Maſts and Rigging; and that having 
but little Wind, and an ugly Swell, his Mizen 
Topſail handed, to prevent the Maſts and Rigging 
tumbling about their Ears, hindered their 
working the Ship, tho' he reeved new Braces 
three ſeveral Times, ſo that he could not give the 


Marlborough the Aſſiſtance Capt. Cornwall ww 
N ed, 


+ Ox! 


o oi 
wafer * » ts " 


— — — 
2 1 D | 
OE a MS” 4-4 


D 


[ 96 ] 


ed, whoſe Behaviour is mentioned by Mr. Ma- 


thewws to merit all imaginable Praiſe, and whole 


unfortunate Fate he greatly laments. That the 
Enemy were extremely well ſerved with Gunners, 
the French training up a great Number of them, 
and having been exercifing them at a Mark for 
upwards of three Months before the Engagement : 
That the J/arlborough's Main-maſt was brought to 
by the Board, as if it had been but a Twig ; and 
that the Admiral's Main maſt and his Bowſprit 
were ſhot thro' and thro?, and the former had only 
two Shrouds to ſupport it, and all his Topmaſts 
were wounded, That the Enemy fired chiefly at 
our Maſts and Rigging; for tho' the Admiral 
engaged within Piſtol-ſhot, he bad but nine Men 
kill outright, and forty wounded, That his 
Captain's Arm was ſhot off the firſt Broadſide. 
That the Saniſß Admiral's Ship, the Real, was 
totally diſabled, and when Mr. Mathews attacked 


her Second, ſhe ſoon bore away, and made all 


the Sail ſhe had in her Power to ſet. That he 
then made the Sigral for the Ann Galley Fire- 
Ship to barn the Real, but that her Commander 
was ſo tedious in priming her, and in coming 


down, that the four Ships a-ſtern got ſo near her, 


as to prevent her Succeſs; when by ſome of their 
Shot, or ſome other unlucky Accident, ſhe blew 


up (being then within Piſtol-ſhot, or leſs, of the 


Real) with her Captain and ſeveral of her Men, 
and alſo the Haniſh Admiral's great Launch full 
of Men, which had been ſent to prevent the Fire- 
{hip from boarding him. That the Admiral was 
himſelf, at the fame Time, within Musket Shot 
of the Real, and was aſterwards engaged within 
lets than Musket Shot by the ſame four Ships, 
which paſſed by Mr. Ze/tock, which Ships the 
Rear of the Admiral's Diviſion engaged, but at too 
great a Diſtance. | 


That 
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That the Somer/er, Princeſſa, Dragon, Bedford, 
Kingſton, and Berwick, engaged the reſt of the 
Spaniards a-head: That one Ship of Sixty Guns 
of the. Enemies fell into our Hands, and that 
during this Time M. de Court let Rear Admiral 
Rowley: come a · long · ſide of him, when they had 
warm Work for near three Glaſſes, as had the Prin- 
0s Caroline: That after that Time M. de Court ſet 
his Foreſail and left Mr. Rowley, who was then 
engaged by the French Admiral's two Seconds, 
but not for above twenty Minutes, before they 
went off: That there were but three of the French 
Ships engaged, the reſt kept their Wind in order 
to tack and weather us, but that our Van keeping 
the Wind of them, prevented their Defign taking 


Place: That the Night. coming on with little 


Wind and a very great Swell, hinder'd our im- 
proving the Advantage we had got; and that the 
Barfleur had eighteen Men kill'd, and thirty eight 
wounded. | 

That notwithſtanding the French tack'd upon 
Rear Admiral Rowley, they did not think proper 
to engage him: They however retook the Spano 
Ship, it being impoſſible. to do any Thing with 
her, as ſhe had not a Maſt ſtanding, and as it 
was near dark, and the whole French Squadron 
had tack'd upon them; that thereupon Capt. 


Hawke of the Berwick left her, but could not get 


his Lieutenant and Twenty-three Men out of her, 
his firſt Lieutenant having done all he could to 
perſuade the Men to quit her, but in vain. 

That about Eight at Night, the Admiral 
ſhifted his Ship, and hoiſted his Flag on board 
the Rue}, Capt. Zong, not caring (ſhould there 
be an naten the next Morning) to risk the 
falling of all his Maſts. That at Break of Day 
they ſaw the Enemy's Fleet again to Leeward of 
them, and found they had towed all the crippled 
. No. 4. N Ships 
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Ships before the Wind all Night. The Admiral 
chaſed them again, the French lying in a Line of 
Battle to Windward of the Spaniards, moſt of 
them Hull-to; but as he drew near them, they 
made Sail, and left the diſabled ſixty Gun Ship. 
The Admiral then ſent the Ee a-head, and vor- 
dered Capt. Norris to burn the ſaid Syaniſb Ship, 
(not being able to ſpare any of his —_ to 
carry her to Minorca) which Capt. Norris did, 
and ſhe blew up about Half an Hour after Nine at 
Night. That there was great Reaſon to believe, 
that if there had been any Wind, the French 
would have left the : Spaniſh crippled Ships, as 
molt of them had ſuffered greatly. 
That in the Afternoon Capt. Warkins of the 
Burford join'd the Fleet; he had been in Hieres 
Bay theDay before, and hearing the Report of Guns, 
and ſeeing the Smoak, he made directly for it. 

That at Night the Admiral brought-to, that 
the ſternmoſt Ships might get up with him. That 
he ſaw the Enemy again the next Morning, but 
at a great Diſtance. n 
That after the Admiral had loſt Sight of the 
Enemy's Fleet, and found all his Endeavours to 
rejoin them, or to procure Intelligence of them, 
ine ffectual, (they being gone as he ſuppoſed, 
down the Strieghts) he labour'd for ſeveral Days, 
againſt contrary Winds and Storms, to get back to 
the Bay of Hieres, which however he found im- 
practicable, and was obliged to put into Port Ma- 
hon, where he was at Anchor on the 29th paſt, 
and propoſed to get again to Sea the firſt Moment 
that the neceſſary Reparations could be made of 
the Damages ſuſtained by ſeveral of his Ships, as 
well in the Engagement with the French and Spa- 
niſb Fleets, as in the conſtant Storms and Weather 
he had fince met with. 3 

As the Admiral had not then had his * 


1 99 
from the ſeveral Captains, who were engaged, of 
the Loſs they might ſuſtain in the Action, he was 


not able to ſend the Particulars by this Courier. 


All that he mentions upon that Head, beſides 
what is above, is, that the Marlborough loft in 
the Action 43 Men, her Captain and Maſter in- 
cluded, had go wounded, who had been ſent to 


the Hoſpital in Minorca, and 30 ſlight ly wound- 


ed, who remained on board, and would ſoon be 
able io do their Duty. | 


We ſhall next give our Readers Copies of ſome 

 origanal Letters, that paſſed between the two 

Admirals, Mathews and Leſtock, immediately 
aſter the Engagement. Sr 


” 


f 0 K 4. 


Adm — - I M 1 
3 | L k. 


STR, Ruſfjel at Sea, the 12th Feb. 1743. 
1 AM exceedingly ſorry you did not judge pra- 
per, when I.had made the Signal to. engage 
the Enemy, to bear down yourſelt, or at leaſt to 
have made the Signal for a ſuſficient Number of 
your Squadron, to have endeavoured to cut off the 
five. Spaniſh Men of War, that were in the Rear 
ol the Spaniſh Admiral. Such an extraordinary 


Proceed ing of yours greatly ſurprizes me, and I 


hope you will be able to give me a very good Rea» 
Jon; tor ſuch your Condutt, — 

In caſe we ſhould ſee the Enemy, when I make 
the Signal for the Line of Battle a-head of each 
other; you are to lead with your Squadron; let 
it be with the Starboard or Larboard Tacks, 


1n regard the Rear Admiral's Maſts are much 


wounded ; and for gught I yet know, ſo may be 


N 2 the 


— — 
— 


— 
— — 4 
— 


2 
— — 
—— — 


. 3 
— 4 
—— — 8 
Wo - 9 — 
— 


ie 


= a 
5 | 
> : 4 
1 
= i 
11 71 + 
* #104 
\ 4 'y 
ar | i 
FR 
CY. 
7 4 
} 3 ö 
5 
10 
a) x | 
- T 
; A: 
1 
k 14 
N 
: 35 
| bd 
my. 
o 4 it 
1 Fi 
1 ; * 
N 
149 
404 
7 1 
T ; 
7 By 
11 
© 
+4 
'% 4% 
I hz: N. 
f CY. 
= 
18 5 
$70 j 
IN 
„ 3H 
1 
UA 
; N 
KA 
\ f 1 
\ | it 
„ \ : 
EI. 
! . 
7 
» 
K* 
N 
3 we 
1. 1 
af 
3 
41” 1 
1 9 
0 3% 
l © 
1 
11 
. L 1 a 
. 95 
4 1 
1 3 
1 1 
i : 
"=o 7 
} 
* 
* * 
4 * q 
\ i 
} \ ** 
y ir 
| . Ha 
19 
1 0 
1 ö 
U . 
1 0 * ö 
= 
1 
1 % 
2 
» : . ? 
1 
1 
1 4 
» F 1 
0 ' 2 
TH 11 
1 
11 4 N 
+ 
: 4+ 8 - 
1 \ 
11 
7 f } u - 
1 4 | 
\ * : 
4 4 7 
T1 rh 
4 T 
'T $4 © ET 
KH TT 
3 * . 
6 4 $1 
G ks 7% 
1 
1 * 1 
7 7 K 
1 
* bs [? 
l itn 
"7 78 
l *P n | 1 
IS; : +14 
9 | ; 
FF. | ; 
- . 19 
1 D * a 
7% 1 0 
5 t o 4 1 
g 158 
nt - 
F PR: 
5 14 
1 N 
1 
7 1 
1 1 
X 4 
ay 
- 4 
1 $41 
* 7 . I? . 
. | £32208 
v : i447 1 
% 
9 4 6 
y 14 
8 | - 
"3 , 
1H 2 
1 
: i ''F 
{$185 
= = * 
\ \ by 
4 Vf 
+FY : 
g 1 
1 
11 
[4 = 
|, 
b 1 a 
, { F | 
. | I » 
1 


the Princeſs Caroline's, and Chicheſter, who were 
engaged with him. I am, 


01 ks Your moſt Obedient er, | 


T — MM —y. 
To 1 33 Eſq; Kc. 


Ain M——ws's Terrer which accompanied 
his Queries 10 V. A——] Look, | 


SIR, Namur, off Mahon, 207% Feb. 1743. 


1 Writ you a Letter the rath Inſtant, to which 
I have had no Anſwer; I judge it my Duty 
to ſend you the incloſed Queries, which 1 deſire 
you will be pleaſed to anſwer, and tranſmit to 
him, who is, 


SIR, Your mof Obedient, | 
| Humble Servant, 
T—M——ys 
To Rd L—k, EA; &c ö 


Vice 4 
the = Lerters of A 


SIR, Neptune, off Mabon, 21/2 of Feb. 1743. 


Received your Letter of Yeſterday's Date, 

wherein you take Notice of your having writ- 
ten to me of the 12th Inſtant, to which I had gi- 
ven you no Anſwer: I now own the Receipt of 
that of the 1 2th, together with the Queries, which 
I have anſwered, Part of which anſwers your Let- 
ter of the 12th Inſtant. I am, 


is. - Your moſs Obedient 

; Humble Servant, 
| | R—d L—k. 
To the Honovrable A Moms, 
Oweries 


4 M -s. 1 


. Eg. and Anfever 10 


1 1 
Queries ſtated by Alm———] M— s. 
The firſt Query. 


Did you not ſee the Signal out for the Line of 
Battle, when I made the Signal for bringing to, 


' * 


the xoth Inſtant at Night ? 

Anſwered 'by Vice A— L———k. 

_ Firſt Anſwer. 
It being dark, we could ſee no other than the 
Night- Signal to bring to. | 


OE a, Second Query. 
Was it not your Duty to have brought to, in 
the Line of Battle, agreeable to the Signal then 


| out? | 
Second Anſwer. 


As a Proof that we were in the Line with you, 
| I think we were within four Miles of the Enemy; 
and all my Officers that took any notice affirm, 
that we were not above three Miles from the Ene- 
| my, when we brought to. Several of the Spaniſp 
| Ships edg'd from us ſoon after we brought to. 
Third Query. 
* Your Reaſon for bringing to, with your Divi- 
ſion, at leaſt five Miles to Windward of me, the 
doing of which you muſt know would make you 
be (as the Wind was then) that Diſtance a-ſtern 
of me, as you was when we made Sail. | 


Third Anſaver. 


TI muſt repeat again, that I was in the Line 
with you, when we brought to, the Wind at that 
Time was at E. S. E. at 10 o'Clock it came to 
E. N. E. at 12, to N. E. at 2 to N, N. E. and 
N continued 
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continued fo till. & o'Clock in. the Morning, which 


brought us to Windward of you. 

| —__ © Fourth Query. : 
Did you. not ſee the Signal 'made by me, to 
engage the Enemy, your Reaſon for not repeat- 
ing the ſaid Signal, and endeavouring to cut off 
the four ſternmoſt Ships of the Enemy, and for 
not making the Signal for any of your Diviſion 
to perform that Service; efpecially as you had 
clean Ships in your Diviſion; and alſc your Rea- 
ſon for ſhortning Sail, and altering. your Courſe 
by halling upon a Wind. 1 
Namur, ef Mahon. Harbour, T— Mus. 
HS Fob 19937: e form / 
Fourth Anſwer. 
We did ſee you make the Signal to engage the 
Enemy, which 1s never to be repeated, as may 
be proved by the Words of the 15th Article of the 
Fighting Inſtructions, beginning with the Words; 
« As 10on as the Admiral ſhall hoiſt a Red Flag 
& on the Flag-Staff, at the Foretopmaſt- Head and 
te fire: a Gun, every Ship in the Fleet is to uſe 
* their utmoſt Endeavour to engage the Enemy, in 
ce theorder the Admiral has preſcribed unto them.“ 
Which Article leaves no room for its being re- 
peated; for where repeating is neceſſary, every 
Article expreſſes it ſhall be repeated. And as | 
have been in two General Battles, I do affirm, 


? 


* 
? 


that the Signal for Battle was not repeated in 


either. In that off Malaga, I was Lieutenant to 
the Admiral of the Wire, who did not repeat it, 
nor did any other Flag Ship, either Eugliſh or 
Dutch. JT 

It was impoiſible for me to make more Sail 
than I did ; thoſe of my Diviſion a-ftern of 3 
L 21 | mace 
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made alluthe, Sail they could, none of which 


could come within Shot of the ſternmoſt of the 
Enemy's Ships, 3 ,thole of my Diviſion, that were 
a-head of me, were the Dunkirk and Cambridge, 


both which Ships could have made more Sail, but 


they kept to Windward of their Station, patticu- 
larly the Dunkirk. And tho” there was but little 
Wind with a Swell, yet as they ſailed well, it was 
my Opinion, they might have ſtopt thoſe four 


Ships of the Enemy, until Land my Diviſion got 


up; therefore I fired a Shot to Wind ward of them, 
ind at the ſame time made the Captain of the 
Dunkirk's Signal, but to no Purpoſe, 

J kept bearing down, - until I found-I ſhould 
not be. more than able to get into the Wake of 
the fternmoſt Ship of the Enemy. Farther, to 


divert her from getting up to the Protection of 


the Spaniſp Admiral, as the only Remedy left 
me to bring on an Engagement, at the Diſtance I 
was off, I fired a Broadſide; fhe return'd it, 
ſheer'd farther' from me, and made more Sail to- 
wards the Neal. „„ 
In this Situation you haled down your Signal to 
engage, and made the Signal to leave off Chace. 
I immediately ſhortned Sail; you baled your 
Wind, I did the ſame; as it appeared to me, to 
protect the Rear Admira! and bis Diviſion, the 
Van of the French Fleet being then tackt, and 
endeavouring to double upon him. 

From the Time you bore down upon the Rea), 
till the Time you made the Signal to leave of 
Chace, the little Wind and the Diſtance of the 
Ships a-ſtern of me, put it out of my Power to di- 
rect the clean Ships, viz. Elizaberh, Buckingham, 
and Revenge, to go a-head of me ; for from that 
Inſtant you bore away, it appeared to me, that 
all the Sail they could make was then abroad, 


and continued fo, Conſequently before this Time, 
. | ” when 


e 
when I neither knew, not ſaw, that you intended 
to attack the Haniards, which, according to the 
Line of Battle, ſhould ha ve fallen to my Share, it 
did not become me, to make any Alteration in 
your Line, as by Signal then abroad: But had 
you been pleaſed to have dropt a Boat with your 

irections to the Ships of your Divifion, and 
mine, between you and me, to have attack'd the 
four mentioned Ships of the Enemy, they would 
have forced them a- ſtern, for our coming up. 


Neptune, of Lair Mahon, Rd Lk. 


the 21% Feb. 1743. 


1 M——ws i Letter, which accompanied 
His Replies, to Vice I L——k's Anſwer 
to rhe Queries. 1 


SIR, Namur, in Mahon Harbour, 4th March, 1743. 


7 OU have herewith my Replies to your 
IL Anſwers to the Queries I judg'd proper to 
defire you to anſwer ; and 'tis with Concern, that 
I do not judge them ſatisfactory. I hope you will 
be pleaſed to conſider well my Replies to them, 
and to. anſwer them ſo ſoon as you ſhall have ſo 
done. I Am, | 


SIR, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
To R-—d L——k, Ei; &c. 3 


A——M - ws's Replies to Vice A——] 
L——K's Anſwers to the Queries. 


BY the Namur's Logg Book the Wind was at 
E. N. E. when we brought to the 10th of 
February; and from Jen o'Clock that Night to 
Six the next Morning, from the N. E. by N. 4 
Sx : | N, 40 
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N. E. Owery, Whether you ought not to have 
kept the Line ? Notwithſtanding the Alteration 
of the Wind, ſince it was in your Power to have 


done it; inſtead of being at Break of Day, full 
five Miles in the Wind's Eye of me; conſequent- 


ly ſo many Miles a-ſtern, when I made Sail, which 
is notorious to the whole Fleet. 

It's true, that the 13th Article of the Fighting 
Inſtructions does not mention, that the Signal for 
engaging the Enemy ſhall be repeated by the 
other Flag- Officers; but I have reaſon to believe, 
that every Captain in your Diviſion, for want of 
your having repeated it, as Rear A l 
N . u did, judg'd he was to keep the 
Line, and not to make Sail a-head of you, in or- 
der to engage; which many of them could and 
would have done, had they not expected your re- 


peating the Signal. 


Owery, Why did you not ſet your Studding 
Sails, and order the Sailing Ships of your Divi- 
ſion to make Sail, and engage the four Sternmoſt 


Ships of the Enemy, particularly the Eligabeth, 
Buckingham and Revenge? And why did you 


ſuffer any of your Diviſion to ſhorten Sail? You 
ſay, that the Cambridge and Dunkirk could have 
made more Sail, and engaged the four Sternmoſt 
Ships; and that you fired a Shot at the Dunkirk, 
and made her Commander's Signal, but all to no 
Purpoſe ; for that he {till kept to Windward of 


you, as did the Cambridge likewiſe. Query, 


Why did you not make the Commander ot the 
Cambridge's Signal allo? And why did you not 


ſend your Lieutenants to command thoſe two Ships, 


when you judg'd their Commanders did not do 
their Duty; and you mult have ſeen, that the 
Service {ſuffered by their ill Behaviour? Surely 
it would have been right to have done ſo, and [ 
mould have thanked you heartily for it; for in 

() the 


if 
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the Situation I was, I could not poſſibly fee what 


was doing a-ſtern of me. You are pleaſed to ſay, 
that you fired a Broadfide at the four Sternmoſt 
Ships, and that the Enemy return'd it: I take 


it for granted, that you judg'd yourſelf to be 


within Gun-ſhot of them, elſe you would rot 
have fired; tho' it ſeems all your Shot fell ſhort 
of them. Tou are likewiſe pleaſed to give me 
for Anſwer to the laſt Part of my fourth and laſt 
Query, viz. that you left off purſuing the Enemy, 


and clapp'd upon a Wind, in order to protect the 


Rear Admiral, Sc. I muſt confeſs, that I am 


not a little ſurprized at the Reaſon you are pleaſ- 


ed to give me, for breaking the Line of Battle, 
and quitting the Enemy, ſo near you as thoſe four 
Ships were by your own Confeſſion. Had I judg'd 
Rear A I R -y 1n ſo great Danger, as you 
ſeem to inſinuate him to have been in, there is a 
proper Signal to be made for that Service by the 
command ing Officer. I mult take leave to affirm, 
that had you not clapp'd upon a Wind with your 
whole Divifion, by all the Account I have re- 
ceived, you and your Divifion (tho' not all your 
Sail abroad) might, and muſt have engaged theſe 
Sternmoſt Ships of the Spaniards, in one Quarter 
of an Hour at leaſt, by which Means the Rez] 
could not have eſcaped me, as I was within 
M usket-ſhot of her, when all the Sternmoſt Ships 
of the Enemy came up and tore me to Pieces: 
And I muſt add, that your Neglect of that Piece 
of Service was obvious and plain; and it's cer- 
tain, that all the Captains in your Diviſion judg'd 
they were to follow you, notwithitanding the Sig- 
nal for engaging the Enemy was out. I muſt take 
Leave to ſay, that if you had been pleaſed to 
have undeceived them on that Head, it would 
have been doing, not only the Duty of an Officer, 
but likewiſe a friendly Part to me. To conclude, 


I muſt | 
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I muſt take leave to tell you, that I am greatly 
concern'd to find you judg'd it was neceſſary for 
me to have dropt a Boat a-ſtern to order, not only 
thoſe Ships of my Diviſiun a-ſtern of me, but 
Iikewiſe thoſe of yours (which were in the Line of 
Battle a head of you) to do their Duty. 'The 
Situation I was in at that Time, did not permit 
me to ſee that ſuch Orders were neceflary ; but 
why did you not do it, who was at leiſure, and 
tell me that ſuch Orders were neceſſary? Yet, 
acted contradiftory to your Judgment, by firſt 
ſhortening Sail, and ſoon after clapping upon a 
Wind. It therefore appears to me, that you was 
willing to aſſiſt me with your Judgment in doing 
what was not in your Power to do, vis. to go to 
the Aſſiſtance of Rear Ad | R——wi——y, 
75 you would not aſſiſt me when it was abſo— 
utely in your Power, vis. by ordering the Ships 
in the Rear of my Diviſion to bear 3 upon 
the Enemy, to prevent their getting up to the Af. 


ſiſtance of the Real, and all of them attacking 
the Namur. This, Sir, is under your Hand; 


but what is more extraordinary, you would not 
yourſelf do it, or order any of your Diviſion, to 
do what you are pleaſed to tel] me I ought to 
have done; and I take leave to affirm, that it was 
abſolutely in your Power to have prevented the 
Enemies Ships getting up to me, either by diſa- 
bling them, or obliging them to put afore it. In 
either of the two Caſes the Real muſt have been 
burnt by the Fireſhip (being when ſhe blew up 
within Piſtol-ſhot of ber, and, as I am credibly 
inform'd; muſt have ſunk by the Shot ſhe received 
from thoſe Ships of the Enemy had ſhe not blown 
up) or have fallen into my Hands, as I was at 


that Inſtant of Time within Musket-ſhot of her. 


WS. 


Namur, in Mahon Harbour, T— M 
the 4th March, 1743. 
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A IM s' Letter to Vice A——} 
L——ck, requeſting an Anſwer to his Replies. 


Namur, in Mahon Harbour, March 15, 1743. 
SIR, | 


A cannot cloſe my Packet till I receive your 
Anſwer to the Queries I ſent you the 4th 
Inſtant; and it is neceflary that I ſhould diſpatch 
a Ship away with a Meſſenger without Loſs of 
Time; I defire you will be pleaſed to return me 
your Anſwers to the ſaid Queries, as ſoon as you 
conveniently can, I am, | 


81 R, Tour moſt humble Servant, 
FT M WS. 
Vice A } L-——k's Anſwer to the pre- 


ceding Letter. 


Neptune, ix Mahon Harbour, March 15, 1743. 


STIR, | 
I Have yours of this Date, ſetting forth, you 
cannot cloſe your Packet, until you receive 
my Anſwers to your Queries of the 4th Inſtant. 
The three Days conſtant Attendance at Courts- 


Martial, took up ſo much of my Time, that it 


has prevented me being able to ſend them ; and, 
as you hinted to me, to confider well your Replies, 

it has made me the more circumſpect in my An- 

ſwers which are almoſt finiſhed ; and I hope will 
be ſo by to-morrow Morning, I am, 


81 R,. Wour moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 

R—d L-—k. 

To the Honourable A——I M——ws. 


Vice 


© SS od TT __c.lc 
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Vite A-—t L. k's Lerrer which accom- 
panied the following Rejoinder to A———1 
M WS. 1 


Neptune, in Mahon Harbour, March 17, 1743. 
SIR, 

FT E R you had received my Anſwers to 
A your Queries thirteen Days, I did not ex- 
pect any ſuch Replies, with ſuch an Addition uf 
new Matter; which, however, gives me the Sa- 
tisfaction, that it has prepared me for the worſt 
that can come from you. I hope you will do me 
the Juſtice to weigh well, and conſider this Re- 
joinder to your Replies. I am, 


SIR, Your moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 
R d L k. 
—k's Rejornder to A———I 


Vice L 
M 


ws'S Replies. 


HE Namur's and the Neprune's Logg- 
Book differ the 10th of February, when we 
brought to. The Ship came up S. by W. till 10 
o'Clock ; then ſhe came up S. E. off S. S. E. At 
12, ſhe came up E. 8. E. off S. E. At z, ſhe 
came up E. of E. S. E. and continued ſo, until 
we made Sail at halt paſt 5 o' Clock in the Morn- 

ing, before you made the Signal to make Sail. 
In anſwer to your Query in this Paragraph, 
which has been already anſwered in my Anſwers 
to your Queries, I ſhould be glad to know, as 
you found it ſo late in the Night, as to be o— 
bliged to make the Night Signal to bring to, whe- 
ther it was poſſible for the Neptune to lee a Day- 
Signal abroad for the Line of Battle a- breaſt, 
| | (as 
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Time two o | 
one another, came on Board of the Neptune. One 


I 

as you have not thought proper to appoint a 
* for that Purpoſe) and whether the 
Taſt Signal is not to be comply'd with, even if it 
was in Contradiction to the firſt? Neither did 
the Signal appear at Dawn of Day for the Line 
of Battle a-breaſt ; for you did not think proper 
to make it again until 8 o'Clock : Before which 

f your Lieutenants, on the back of 


told me, that you would lay by, until I came up 


to clofe with you, and the other told me, that it 
was your Directions to me, to make more Sail. 


Upon which I bid him look aloft, and ſee whe- 


ther it was in my Power; all my Sail being then 


abroard, Studding Sails and all. At the ſame 
Time, he faid, that you was very uneaſy, that 
the Rear-Admiral with his Diviſion did not make 
more Sail. And as an inconteſtable Proof that 
he was farther from you than the Neptune, you 


made the Signal for him that commands in the 


third Poſt to make more Sail, before you made 
the Signal for him that commands in the ſecond 
Poit: At this rate, the Neptune and Barfleur muſt 


Have been above 10 Miles aſunder, which I never 


can bring myſelf to believe. When I brought to, 
as I have already alledg'd, I was in the Line 
with you, and could go no nearer the Enemy, 
unleſs that I broke the Line, or you had been 
pleaſed to have given me your Directions to chaſe 
and engage the Enemy. At five o'Clock in the 
Morning, it appears by the Neptune's Logg- Book, 
that the Enemy bore off her S. W. by W. only 
diſtant four or five Miles: How ſhe then could 
be at Day-break, when you made Sail, right in 
the Wind's. Eye of you, full five Miles, “The 
* Wind, by the Namur's Logg Book, being from 
* ihe N. E. by E. to N. E, and this ſo notorious 
** to the whole Fleet,“ is a Matter of great Aſto- 

niſhment 
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niſhment to me, and what I cannot allow; not- 
withſtanding I have not conſulted any of the Fleet 
thereupon. | 
The Rear-Admiral's repeating the Signal to 
engage the Enemy, contrary to the 'Tenor of the 
15th Article of the Fighting- Inſtructions, and all 
Precedents from our Predeceflors, was no Prece- 
dent to the Vice- Admiral; neither does Reaſon 
oblige the Vice-Admiral to anſwer for the Ex- 
pectations of the Captains of his Diviſion, when 
they are ſo unjuſtly grounded, and ſo inconſiſtent 
with Diſcipline and Service. But one would 
have imagined, that if you had intended that 
this Signal ſhould have been repeated, that while 


you made the Manuſcript Addition to this very Ar- 
ticle, vid. And ſtrictly charged to take care not 


© to fire before the Signal be given by the Ad- 
de mira],” that you would have then ordered rhe 
Repetition of it by all Flag-Officers. 

The Studding Sails continued abroad, long 
after you made the Signal for Battle, and were 
haled down for the Zorbay to come up into her 
Station, (according to the Order of Battle that 
you had been pleaſed to preſcribe) which Ship, 


with every Sail ſet, could not get into it; tho? 


theſe Sails were not altogether ſo proper to en- 
gage with, the old Practice having been to furl 
the Main-ſail, to prevent firing the Ship. Nei- 
ther do J apprehend, that as toon as this Signal 


appears abroad, it is a Juſtification, or an Autho- 
rity to an Otficer to break the Line, while the 


Signal for the Line of Battle 1s kept out, and to 
engage the Enemy in Diſorder and Confuſion : 
No, my Underſtanding teaches me, that this very 
Article binds every Otficer to engage the Enemy, 
in the order the Admiral has preſcribed unto 


them. To what Purpoſe then ſhould I have 


broke this Inſtruction, in Contradiction to the 
| Tb Signal 
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Signal for the Line of Battle then flying; alſo in 
Contrad iction to the twenty-firſt and twenty - fourth 
Articles of theſe Inſtruftions ? viz. | 


21ſt, © None of the Ships in the Fleet ſhall 
„ purſue any {mall Number of the Enemy's Ships 
&* till the main Body be diſabled or run.“ 


24th. No Ship in the Fleet ſhall leave her 
« Station upon any Pretence whatſoever, Oc. Sc. 


And to do this merely to fall into Confuſion 
by ſeparating from you to Leeward, without the 
Poſſibility of coming near enough, even to the 
Sternmoſt Ship of the Enemy to do any real Ser- 
vice, had ſhe or they kept afore it: Had I chaced 
ſo unthinkingly with my Diviſion, and in the 
mean Time the French had made a proper uſe 
of my Indiſcretion, by coming upon you and Rear 
A I R——wl——y, when I could not get 
to Windward again, who would not have blamed 
me? I am ſure you yourſelf, Sir, would not have 
thought my Conduct juſtifiable, to have done 
this without a Signal: This would have been 
erring with my Eyes open ; and then indeed with 
great Juſtice and Propriety, you might have re- 
rorted upon me, that had you judg'd it proper 
tor me to have ated in this Manner, there was 
2 proper Signal to be made for that Service by 
the commanding Officer; and agreeable to which 
the twenty- ſeventh Article is very explicit, vis. 
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275th. © If the Admiral would have any parti- 

« cular Flag-Ship and his Squadron, or Diviſion, 
give Chace to the Enemy, he will make the 

« 1ame Signal, that is appointed for that Flag- 
« Ship's tacking with his Squadron or Diviſion, 
and weathering the Enemy.” L 
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It did not appear to me, that the Ships of 
my Diviſion a-ſtern of me, ſhortened Sail; and 
where I could not fo well diſtinguiſh myſelf, my 


Officers, on whom I could depend, frequently in- 


formed me of this Truth; and as to directing the 
clean Ships to go a-head of me, particularly the 
Elizabeth, Buckingham. and Revenge, my An- 
ſwer already to your fourth Query, leaves nv 
room for you to demand any other. But fup- 
pofing, Sir, that theſe Ships, contrary to wyOb. 
ſervation, did ſhorten Sail at Times, to keep in 
the Order of Battle, according to the Line, ei- 


ther before or after you engaged ; yet, nevetthe- 


leſs, I had no Authority to alter your Diſpoſition. 
The twenty fourth Article of the Fighting In- 


ſtructions injoins every Ship to keep her Station; 


and that, nor no other Article, impowers an infe- 
riour Flag-Officer to direct any Breach of it, up- 
on any Pretence whatſoever; while the com- 
mand ing Admiral keeps abroad the Signal for the 
Line, and does not make the Signal for that 
Flag- Officer and his Diviſion, to give chace to the 
Enemy. Furthermore, had I taken upon me 
what I could not anſwer, to direct theſe Ships 
going a-head of me, before you engaged the Ene- 
my, I believe it was impracticable for them to ex- 
ecute it, conſidering their Diftance a- ſtern of me, 
the little Wind and the Swell. 

The Cambridge was not ſo far to Windward of 
me, as the Dunkirk, there fore the Captain's Sig- 
nal was not made; and at that Time I appre- 
hended the firing a Shot to Windward of them 
both, would be a ſufficient Check and Direction 


to both Captains, efpecially to ſo old an Officer 


as Captain D -und is, being near thirty-three 


"Years a Commiſſion Officer. But tho” it may not 


be o gh to inſert any thing here, which has 
not fallen under my own Obſeryation ;z yet as you 
have 
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have been pleaſed to ſhew me an Example, give 
me leave in my turn allo to tell you, that it has 
been alledged in defence of theſe two Ships, tho? 
they were to Windward of me, yet they were in 
the Line with the Ships a-head of them; and in 
the firſt Article of the Fighting Inſtructions, You, 
Sir, yourſelf have made a Manuſcript Addition, 
vid. And every Ship is to obſerve and keep the 
„ fame Diſtance thoſe Ships do, which are next 
« the Admiral, always taking it from the Center.“ 
As to ſending my Lieutenants to command the 
Dunkirk and Cambridge, the Shortneſs of Time 
between the Shots being fired, and your making 
the Signal to leave off Chace, would not (ha 
there been much greater Neceſſity to do it) admit 
of ſuch a Proceeding. "2 
Notwithſtanding the Replies you have been 
leaſed to make to my Anſwers to your Queries, 
find that I muſt repeat to you again, that I did 
the utmoſt to cut off the four Steramoſt Ships of 
the Enemy ; and as my laſt Recourſe, to bring on 
an Engagement, where I had the Proſpect to di- 
vert thoſe Ships of the Enemy from endeavour- 
ing to deſtroy the Fireſhip, as well as to ſtop them 
from getting a-head to the Aſſiſtance of the Real, 
I fir'd a Broadfide at the neareſt Ship, which was 
the Sternmoſt ; the Shot of which did not all 
fall ſhort of her, but ſhe directly bore away, 
and made more Sail, which was what I could 
not do. EE 
I defy Malice itſelf to ſay the contrary, with 
the leaſt regard to Truth; and I muſt tell you, 
Sir, that no Man ever had it more at Heart, or 
could endeavour more than I did to get up to your 
Aſſiſtance; and alſo to ger up to the Relief of 
the poor Marlborough, who was torn to Pieces 
Endeed ! 


I never 
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I never broke the Line of Battle, neither did 
I ever ſhorten Sail, or hale upon a Wind, till 
you haled down the Signal for Battle, and the 
Signal for the Line of Battle, and make the S1g- 
nal to give over Chace. 1 did not give you for 
an Anſwer to the laſt Part of your fourth and laſt 
Query, that I left off purſuing the Enemy, and 
clapp'd upon a Wind in order to yn the Rear- 
Admiral; be pleaſed to conſider my Anſwer, 
you'll find my Words are theſe : © "That when 
« you haled down the Signal to engage, and 
« made the Signal to give over Chace, 1 imme- 
„ diately ſhortened Sail; you haled your Wind, 
„ did the ſame, as it appeared to me to pro- 
« tect Rear A | R—wi—y, and his Diviſion ; 
the Van of the French Fleet being then tackt, 


and endeavouring to double upon him.” 


Do theſe Words mean more, or can they be 
taken in any other Senſe, than that in Obedience 
to your Order then abroad, to leave off Chace 
(no Ships being then in Chace but me and my 
Diviſion) I was neceſſitated to comply with it: 
And that this Signal was made by you for the Pro- 
tection of the Rear-Admiral ? | 

You have been pleaſed to make many Repe- 
titions, aſſerting, that I broke the Line of Bat- 
tle; therefore, however unwilling I may be to 
take up Time by unneceflary Repetitions, there 
ſeems to be an abſolute Neceſſity for me to fall 
into them. 

I am greatly ſurprized to find you ſhould tell 
me, that I had given you Reaſon, for what I ne- 
ver did : Be pleaſed to look over my Anſwers to 
your Ogeries, and I defire that you would not 
miſapprehend them to my Prejudice, for 1 never 
could acknowledge an Untruth. I never broke 
the Line of Battle, nor quitted the Enemy, that 
1s what I never did; nor never would do: And 

— [ now 
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I now likewiſe affirm, that I never clapp'd upon a 
Wind, with my whole Diviſion, or any Part of 
it; neither did I ever ſhorten Sail, until you was 
pleaſed to call me off Chace, by hoifting the 
White Flag at the Pore-top-maſt Head, and at 
the ſame 'I'tme haling down the Signals for the 
Line of Battle, and engaging the Enemy; and I 
am ſenſible it was my Duty to do it, without re- 
garging the Situation of the Rear-Admiral. But 
urely there could be no great Crime, in ob- 
ſerving what many others did, that you from all 
Circumſtances, made -this Signal for his Pro- 
tection. x „ % „ 
Jou have likewiſe been pleaſed to draw this 
Inference, that by all Accounts, had not I clapp'd 
upon a Wind, with my whole Diviſion, 24 
never did (until it was my Duty ſo to do) 
„That in a Quarter of an Hour at leaſt, I 
© might ard mutt have engaged theſe four ſt ern- 
* mott Ships, by which Means the Rea} eſcaped 
% you.” (Give me leave to athim, that you haled 
down the Signal to engage the Enemy, and the 
Signal for the Line of Battle; and made the Sig- 
nal to give over Chace, before the four ſternmoſt 
Ships got up to you, and that you had left the 
Neal, before they could poſſibly get a-head 20 tear 
you ro Pieces; and to this Truth I have the 

ſtrongeſt Aſſe verations. RET. T1 

You continued your Chatge, by adding, that 
my Neglect of this Piece of Service was obvious 
and plain. To whom, Sir, was it obvious and 

P'ain? From whom had you theſe Accounts? It 
would have been doing a friendly Part to me, 
to have mentioned your Authors; and what Per- 
ſon that has either Honour or Honeſty could in- 
form you, „That had I not forſaken the Enemy 
with my whole Divifion, I muſt have en- 

« paged them in a Quarter of an Hour at leaſt.“ 
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paging the Enemy. was out, 


[17] 
For you yourſelf, Sir, have more than once ſaid, 
that your Situation was ſuch, that you, could not 
diſtinguiſh what was doing a-ſtern. of you. It 
appears, then ta me, that you have altogether de- 
pended upon Information and 1 muſt take the 
Liberty to tell you, in my own Defence, that my 
Character, at this Time of Day, after ſuch a te- 
dious Length of Service (where I have always 
had the good Fortune to gain the Approbation of 
my Superiors, and the good Wiſhes and Friend- 
ſhip of my Inferiors) is not to be blaſted thus 


by Hearſay; or prejudiced by the infectious 


Breath of Slanderers: Nothing being ſo eaſy as ge- 


neral Charges and Aſſert ions; nothing ſo true, 


as the old Maxim, Throw out your Calumnnies 
with AfJurance, and ſome of them will find Credit. 


1 am ſorry, extremely ſorry, that any Thing like 
this ſhould ſeem to be the Caſe between you and me. 


I have already taken Notice, that I was rather 
to Leeward with my Diviſion, than to Windward 
of the Line of Battle ; therefore the Captains of 
my Diviſion, nano the Signal for en- 

id their Duty in fol- 
owing me: for which Reaſon I am at a loſs to 
apprehend your Meaning, as you are pleaſed to 


lay, ** That to have undeceived them, would have 
been doing, not only the Duty of an Officer, 
but likewiſe a friendly Part to you.“ 


When I anſwered your Queries, -I was conſci- 


jp to myſelf, that I had done my Duty as an Oft- 


ficer, and a Friend to you; and tho' theſe An- 
ſwers do not give you Satisfaction, which is no“ 
Inſtance of your Friendſhip to me, and you have 
ſent me Replies to them, after a Delay of thir- 
teen Days: Let, even from tbem, I am more 
and more convinced, that nothing was left undone 


for his; Majeſty's Service, and the Deſtruction of 


the Enemy, that I had Power to do. T6 
I am 
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I am greatly ſurprized, that you ſhould be dif. 
' pleaſed, becauſe I concluded in my Anſwers to 
| 2 Queries, that had you been pleaſed to have 
dropt a Boat with your Directions, to thoſe Ships 
of your Diviſion and mine, between you and me, 
to have attack'd the four mentioned Ships of the 
Enemy, they would have forced them a- ſtern for 
our coming up. And really, Sir, I cannot help 
. wiſhing, that you had been pleaſed to have done 
10, before you yourſelf began the Engagement; 
tor I think it could not have failed of anſwer- 
ing the Purpoſe. It would have been at leaſt a 
great Aggra vation of that Man's Crime, who, 
after ſuch a Direction, neglected coming to your 
Aſſiſtance. ELF 
I could not make the Neptune go faſter a head; 


a Boat from me at the Diſtance I was from theſe 


Ships, was ſtriving at what was out of my Reach. 
For yau will be pleaſed to conſider, that there is 
a wide Difference between dropping a Boat a- 
ſtern, and ſending a Boat a-head to Ships at ſuch 
Diſtances off, that were all under Sail; neither 
could I take upon me to direct your Diviſion, 
that was much nearer the Commander in Chief, 
than the Vice- Admiral. Beſides, had it been ne- 
ceſſary for the Ships to have gone to Leeward of 
the Line with you, (eſpecially as you have been 
pleaſed to make a Manuſcript Addition to the 
firſt Article of the Fighting Inſtructions) I, that 
was bound to the Order myſelf, as much as any 
Captain, could not authorize and impower others 
to break it. : | 5 

I would not willingly give Offence, or irritate 
Matters more; but when J am attack'd in ſo vio- 
lent a Manner, ſo injurious to my Honour, and 
my conſtant Practice all my Life long; you muſt 
give me leave to wiſh from my Soul, that you 
had had a little more Patience before you engaged, 

3 | an 
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and fince the ſole Dependance was on my Divi- 
ſion, to have waited until the Line had been 
formed, and we had come up to cloſe with you, 
agreeable to the Meſſage which your Lieutenant 
brought me in the Morning. 

1 muſt be blind, Sir, if it could poſſibly eſcape 
my. Obſervations; neither indeed can any Impar- 
tial Perſon help ſeeing it, that while I and my 


Diviſion have been thus undeſervedly blamed, 


nothing by you, like Cen/ure, has been imputed 
to the Center. It is notorious, that not above ſe- 
ven Sail of the Enemy engaged (and probably a 
leſs Number) where there were eleven Ships in 
our Center, beſides the Bei and King ſton, in 
all thirteen Ships, that from the Beginning had 
it in their Power to reach the Spaniſ Squadron, 
in what Manner you had been pleaſed to have di- 
rected. And ſurely, without any great Degree 
of National Vanity, thirteen Sail of Engliſh Ships 
of War, ſuch as theſe were, and under Dur Di. 
rection, Sir, were a Match for {even Sail of Sa- 
niſp Ships; at leaſt to have kept, or forced a- 
ſtern the four mentioned Ships for our coming up, 
that could not poſſibly fire a Gun to rear you. ro 
Picces, before the Time that you made the Sig- 
nal for the Fleet to give over Chace, and haled 
down the Signals for the Line of Battle, and for 
engaging the Enemy. 

Fon laſt Page, and the latter Part of the pre- 
ceding one, are a Repetition of what has been al- 
ready anſwered. But, however, give me leave 
to ask, Sir, why you judged proper to hale down 
the Signal for the Line of Battle, as well as that 


to engage the Enemy, and made the Signal to 


give over Chace, if you did not expect me to 
e Sail, and clap on a Wind, (as you your- 

ſelf did) in Obe:lience to you the Commanding 
Officer? For I inſiſt upon it once more, that 7 


[ 120 | 
did not do it till you commanded me by this Sig- 
hal. To what Purpoſe then, Sit, have you been 
pleaſed to ſay, * That I affifted you with my 
Judgment, in doing what was not in my Power 
« to do, 212. to go to the Aﬀiſtance of Rear 
„ Admital R, yet would not aſſiſt you, 
@ when it was abſolutely in my Power? £97.” 1 
do not think it ityproper here to fay, that my 
Judgment, or Opinion. was never ask'd. 1 have 
had a Proof from you, Sir, theſe two Years, that 
it was got Worth a Simmons, tho' I had the Ho- 
Hour to bear his Majeſty's Flag; yet I have al- 
ways, even in the Day of Baile, been kept ig- 
dorant of your Deſigns, more than many private 
en ene "we | 
muſt take the Liberty to tell you, that I have 
always affiſted you to the utmoſt of my Power, 
as Vice AI; and if you have deprived your- 
felf of my Aſſiſtance, by your great Impatience, in 
never ſuffering me to cloſe with you, nor did not 
give me more Authority by proper Signals, I am 
, Rs 
It gives me Pain to repeat to you again, that 1 
endeavoured my' utmoſt to hinder the four ftern- 
moſt Ships of the Enemy getting a-head, and I 
could not poſſibly do. more : Which Endeavours, | 
I do affirm, ſtopt theſe four Ships from getting 
near enough to. attack the Namur, till long after 
you made the Signal, to leave off chace ; and 7 
when they did fire upon you, it muſt have been 
at the Cloſe of the Day, when ſoon after, all firing 
ceaſed. * me 
It's true, Sir, that you have my "Anſwers to 
your Queries under my Hand, and you have now 
my Anſwers to your Replies under my Hand, 
both which you may make what uſe of you think 
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proper; knowing very well, that if you can take 0 
any Advantage, either in Defence of your own 
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Conduct, or to arraign mine, that you will be 
ſure to do it. And I ſhall therefore be extremely 
careful in keeping your Queries, as well as your 
Replies to my Anſwers; which are both under 
your Hand, and a great Comfort to me. 

To conclude, Sir, I take upon me to affirm, 
that it was neither in my Power, to prevent the 
four Ships of the Enemies getting a-nead, either 
by diſabling them, or obliging them to put afore 


it, unleſs you had, inſtead of making the Signal 


to give over Chace, made the Signal for me and 
my Diviſion to give Chace: And then, Sir, tho' 
I could not have come up to ditable them, yet I 
might have certainly kept them afore it, and 
myſelf with my Diviſion Gow juſtified in break- 
ing the Line of Battle, which Signal was then 
abroad. 

I muſt not forget to add, that at leaſt three 
of theſe four Ships did not reach the Fireſhip ; 
I am ſure the ſternmoſt did not fire one Shot 
at her; ſo that in Fact they were no great Hin- 
drance to the Real's being burnt, nor any to 
the Real's falling into your Hands; becauſe you 


had left the Real, and made the Signal to give 


over Chace, before they came near enough to at- 
tack the Namur. 


Neptune, 7» M:hon Harbour, 
16th March, 1743. 


vice L- 
of N 


Neptune, % Mahon, Feb. 16, 1743. 
My L— D—, 
E is now become my Duty to take the firſt 
Opportunity of acquainting your Grace, that 


on the 11th of February, the Day of the Action 
oo between 
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between his Majeſty's Fleet, and the Combined 
Fleets of France and Spain, that Mr. g, 
who had made the Signal for the Line of Battle 
in the Morning, and continued to keep it abroad, 
by which Means no Ship dared to break the 
Line, or give Battle to any other Order ; not- 
withſtanding which, to my great Aſtoniſhment, 
without hinting to me the leaſt Information of 
his Deſign, or waiting until the Fleet had ſtretch- 
ed a-head, and cloſed in the Line, he bore down 
with the Marlborough upon the Spaniſp Admiral, 
whoſe Ship. and Squadron were in the Rear of 
the Enemy's Line, and according to A 1 


N. | 


S's Diſpoſition of Battle, ought to have 
tallen to me and my Diviſion. And what is equally 
ſurpriſing, he attack'd the Enemy when I was a 
great way a-ftern of him, with all the Sail I could 
ipread abroad. Confequently my L—d D—e, 
he deprived himſeltf of my Aſſiſtance by his great 
Impatience, in not ſuffering me to cloſe with him, 
agreeable to a Meſſage ſent to me in the Morn- 
ing by one of his Lieutenants. And although 
not above ſeven Sail of the Enemy engaged, and 
the Admiral, from the Beginning of this Action, 
had it in his Power to order the following 
Ships to attack the Span; Squadron in what 
Manner he thought proper, viz. The Namur, 
Marlborough, Norfolk, Dorſetſoire, Somerſet, 
£Efjex, Princeſſa, Dragon, Rupert, Royal-Oak, 
Bedford, Berwick, and Kingſton, in all thirteen 
Ships, eleven of which compoſed the Center of 
our Fleet ; yet as he has failed of his Attempt, 
in order to juſtify himſelf, and to Jay the Blame 
or Odium upon me, he has arraign'd me and my 
Diviſion : Therefore, for his Majeſty's Informa- 


tion, and in my own Defence, I think it my in- 


diſpenfable Duty ro tranſmit to you what hag 


paſſed between us; which are Letters, his Que. 
Tles, 


11 


ries, and my Anſwers to his Replies to them, 
and my Rejoinder; all which will ſerve to ſhew 
to your Grace, how much this Gentleman has 
injured me, and how neceſſary it is that an Ot- 


| ficer of my Rank and Service ſhould be juſtified, 


from 10 violent and undeſerved an Attack upon 
his Honour and Experience. 

It does not yet become me to trouble your 
Grace with farther Obſervations, and Animad- 
verſions on the Cauſes of this Miſcarriage ; but 
that you may the better inform yourſelf, I have 
likewiſe taken the Liberty to ſend you the Mi- 
nutes of the Proceedings of the Fleet, from the 


Time that the Enemy failed out of Toulon, to the 


Time I was directed to give over chacing them, 


ſince which we have not ſeen them; tho? at that 


Time four of the Spaniſh Squadron were diſabled, 
and we had a very freſh Gale of Wind, the Wea- 
ther-Gage, and thereby they muſt have given up 
their lame Ships, particularly the Spaniſp Admi- 
ral, or given us Battle, when we had the Supe- 
riority of them at leaſt by thoſe four Ships diſ- 
abled, and one already burnt, 

| Before I take leave of your Grace, I mult ob- 
ſerve, that altho' there were many Signals made 
for the Lines of Battle a-head, and a-breaſt ; yet, 
I afhrm, there never was one formed, excepting 
that Evening we brought to, before the Enemy 


run from us. 


I have only to add, that, according to the 
Cuſtom of the Sea, the Day begins at 12 at Noon; 
fo that the ninth Day 1s the eighth, by which 


Evening and Morning make the Day. I am, 


My L—d De, 
Tour Grace's 
Truly Devoted, 
Humble Servant. 
P. 8. 
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P. S. IT am ſorry I ſhould have ſo much Room to 
acquaint your Grace, that Mr. M, inſtead 
of doing me the Juſtice due to my Character, 
after ſo violent an Attack, endeavours to ſtop 
the Channel of all Correſpondence between your 
Grace and me, by keeping me entirely in the 
dark, where any Ship is bound; which has 
been the Cauſe that you have not received this 
Packer as ſoon as you may have heard from 
him. So ſevere is my Neceſſity, that I am o- 
bliged to catch at all Opportunities of addreſſing 
your Grace; and I hope, not too late, to over- 
tale him. 


Adm — —} M——ws's Letter of Suſpenſion to Vice 
A——} L——k, the Evening after the Re- 
joinder was received. | 


Namur, Mahon Harbour, 16th March, 1743. 
&\ 1 R, E” 


Have received your Anſwers to my Replica- 
cations to your Anſwers to the Queries firſt 
ſent you; I ſhould not at preſent, had I Time, 
trouble you with any Reply to them, but ſhall 
defer that till my Conduct ſhall be enquired into 
at a Court Martial. I ſhall therefore content my- 
{elf at this Time with acquainting you, that I do 
not think your Anſwers do by any Means juſtify 
your Conduct in the late Action; and for fear 
that His Majeſty's Service ſhould ſuffer for the 


future by your Miſconduct, I do therefore judge 


it is my indiſpenſable Duty to order you Home, 
where you will have Time to prepare yourſelf for 
your own Defence, and likewiſe to make good 
the many Neglects of Duty you charge me with 
having been guilty of, You are N hereby 

directed 


ee tw ©S 
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directed and 2 forthwith to repair on 
Board His Majeſty's Ship the Salisbury, whole 
Commander will have my Orders to proceed di- 
rectly with you to England ; and I do hereby 
ſuſpend you from all further Authority in His 
Majeſty's Fleet, till His Majeſty's Pleaſure ſhall 


be known. I am, 
SIR, 
Your moſt humble Servant. 


T M——ws. 
20 R — d Lk, E/7q; &c. 


Vice Adm— L k's Anſaver imme- 
diately upon receiving the Order of Suſpen- 
ſion. 


Neptune, Mahon Harbour, March 16, 1743. at Night, 
STR, | 


W' TH Pleaſure I have received your Order 
of Suſpenſion, have taken down my Flag; 


and am, 


Sik, 
Your moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servaut, 
Rd L<k, 


r 


We have hitherto been very prolix in the 
Fuſtification of Mr. Leſtock, and given 
him all the fair Play, that the moſt ſanguine 
of his Friends could defire ; let us next ſee 
what Mr. Mathews can ſay in his Vindi- 
OD cation ; 
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cation; fince he, likewiſe, has been charg'd 
with Miſconduct on that important Day, 
wherein our Naval Glory was greatly 
eclipſed. For this Purpoſe wwe ſhall make 
fome Enxtratts from a Pamphlet which ha 
been publiſhed by a Friend of Mr, Mathews 
on this Occaſion, | 


THAT begins the Diſpute between Mr. 
W M——s and Mr. L k, lays the Au- 
| thor, is chiefly grounded upon Mr. 
TL k's Conduct in the Command of the Fleet 
before Mr. M——sS's Arrival with a ſuperior 
Commiſſion ; but what Purpoſe that anſwers, 
other than to amuſe the Reader with a Taſte of 
his Abilities, which no body ever queſtion'd as 
a Seaman, in no Senſe appears. The Queſtion 
now before the Publick, is not whether Mr. 
L k did his Duty before Mr. M——ws ar- 
rived ? But whether he did it in the Time of the 
Battle, lately the Object of a parliamentary En- 
quiry? which if he did, is well for both his own 
Honour and Reputation? But if he did not, his 
accuſing Mr. M -e, and expoſing his Defects, 
will ſerve very little to excuſe his own Errors, 
or worſe; much leſs to clear him of the Charge 
brought againſt him. Any Delinquent may do 
this, and J am not the leaſt in Doubt, that there 
are many Perſons accus d of male Practices every 
Day, who could ſay a great deal of the il]! Con- 
duct of their Accuſers; but our Courts of Judi— 
cature conſider only the Rectitude of the Accu- 
{er's Charge, and the Fault of the Delinquent, 
never entering into adverſe Matter no ways con- 
need with it. The Delinquent is in the firſt 
Place to clear himſelf of the Crimes alledg'd a- 
gainft him, and if afterwards he is enabled to 
accuſe in his turn, he will be fairly heard. 


Mr 
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Mr. I. k complains much of the Body of 
the Pevple being exaſperated againſt him without 
juſt Cauſe z how that may be will beſt appear in 
the Event; mean Time it would not have been 
much amils if he had wav'd ſome random ſcur- 
rilous Reflections, until his Affair had been de- 
termin'd in his Favour, and even then a more 
modeſt Man would not have ſo much forgot him- 
ſelf; as it is, the plain Aim of his prolix Writ- 
ings, is to incumber the Truth, and bury it in a 
Grave of Words from ge Comprehenſion ; 
to make himſelf Judge of his own Caule, and to 
prejudge the P ts Proceedings. 

How either this, or his Complaint of Mr. 
—— —v5s Behaviour to him here, or his Ac- 
count of that Officer's Conduct in the Eaſt-Indies, 
is to turn to his Advantage in a Point no way re- 
lative thereto, muſt be found out by wiſer Heads 
than mine; but I am clearly ſatisfied it will have 


no Effect on thoſe who are immediately concern'd 


as Judges in the Cauſe, whatever it may have on 
{ſuch as his ſuperfluous Matter has confounded and 
deceiv'd. | | 
There is a vaſt Difference between being warm 
and juſt ; between ſtating a Cale in Point fairly, 
and leaving its Diſcuilion in the Breaſt of proper 
and authorized Judges; and of writing Enco- 
miums on one's Selt, and bitterly inveighing a- 
ainſt one's Accuſers. The one ſhews the calm, 
the honeſt, judicious; the other the deſperate, 
miſchievous, and deſigning Man, which of theſe 
appears to be Mr. L k's Cale is left to thoſe 
who have Will and Leiſure to read and conſider 
his loaded and vindictive Writings, «ictated by 


the Heart of a meer Seaman, and the Head of a 


meer Prieſt, _ 7 | 
Our Bufineſs here is chiefly to confider the 


Matter of Fatt, as it ſtands confels'd in his own 
| B Libels, 
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Libels, clear'd from the Duſt and Rubbiſh where- 
with they abou''d; and diſregarding all idle and 
filly Reflections, no way tending to render the 
Point in Queſtion obvious ard intelligible. This 
1s only what the Publick want to know, and ſhall 
here be exhibited, without Regard to Perſons. 
For this Purpoſe we muſt leave at leaſt one 
Third of the tedious and unmeaning Narrative be- 
hind us, and take the firſt material Point, which 
is according to his own Account, the Foulneſs 
ard Unſerviceableneſs of the Ships, by which it 
appears, that the French and Spaniards could fail 
three Foot to their one; that previous to, and in 
the Engagement, there was little Wind, and a 
great Head-Swell, which I believe, he muſt agree, 
rather added to, than diminiſh'd from, the Ad- 
vantage on our Side; and contributed infinitely to 
prevent the forming of the Line of Battle, in that 
Order, and with that Diſpatch which might other- 
wiſe have been effected. That ſeveral of the Head- 
moſt Ships in the Van, viz. the Naſſau, War- 
wick, Sterling Caſtle, Boyne and Chicheſter did 
not bear down, nor engage the Van of the Enemy 
for judicious Reaſons; the Princeſſa, Somerſer, 
Dragon, Bedford, Kingſton, Salisbury, Guernſey, 
Dorſetſhire, Ee, Rupert, and Royal Oak, in 
their reſpective Stations, did not chuſe to engage 
the Enemy to any Effect; the Revenge, Elizabeth, 
Buckingham; Neptune, Rufftl, Torbay, Cambridge, 
. Dunkirk and Burford, choſe under Mr. L k's 
Diviſion to lie to, far enough to windward out of 
the Enemy's Shot; ſo that in Mr. M——wysy's 
Diviſion, he had only in Fact the Namur, Marl- 
borough, and Norfolk. In Mr. R——ly's Divi- 
fion, only the Barfleur, Princeſs Caroline, and 
Berwick, In Mr. J &'s Diviſion, none; ſo 
that the whole Number of Ships Mr. An- 
and Mr, R——}p had to fight twenty eight — 
| 0 
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129 ] 
of the Enemy's Line of Battle, were only ſix, the 
reſt I dare ſay are both ready and willing to ex- 
cuſe themſelves in much the ſame Manner Mr. 
L ---- k has done, that 1s to ſay, they either could 
not or would not engage the Enemy; were all 
ready to obey any Signal that kept them at a Di- 
ſtance; but none that commanded their Ap- 
proach, To prove this, as to Mr. J Is Part, 
1t need only be obſerved, how ready he was to 
obey the Chief Admital's Signals, when he made 
one for the Fleet to bring to; but will Mr. L---k 
r to ſay, that that Signal directed him to 
ye to five Miles to Windward of the reſt of the 
Fleet? Was it not his Buſineſs to have bore down 
to the Admiral firit, to have clos' d the Line, and 
then to have brought to, purſuant te ſuch S1g- 
nal? Or has the Practice in great Fleets, where 
the Neceſſity of the Thing was ſo obvious, been 
ever otherwiſe, and the Otficer eſcap'd Reproof? 
Was not that the plain Conſtruction, the natural 
Intent and Meaning of ſuch Signal, as the Sig- 
nal for the Line preceded it? Or could Mr. 
L k conceive becauſe one was haul'd down, 
the other hoiſted, ſuppoſing that had been the 
Caſe ; as at beſt was only preſum'd, therefore it 
meant that he ſhould not come into the Line at 
all? This is indeed a Pretence well enough for a 
Man who choſe to ſee his Country's Honour, and 


his Superior's Life ſacrific'd, but would he have 


thought this right, had he and Mr. M WS 
been on better Terms with one another? It's cer- 


tainly true, he obey'd the Signal ſtrictly enough, 


but if the three headmoſt Ships of the Van, as a- 


foreſaid, were, as he ſays, commended for diſo- 


beying the general Order to engage, becauſe that 
the Van of the French might otherwiſe have tack- 
ed, weathered, and deſtroyed them; would he 
not have been at leaſt as commendable to have 

No. 5. | 1 come 
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come firſt into his proper Station, and been in 
Condition to have aided his Superior, than in— 
ſtantly to have obey'd a Signal, which could in 
no Senſe be conſtrued to keep him out of it? 
How poor and pitiful then is this Part of his 
Defence, That he would rather take the Ad- 
vantage of a Miſtake, if it was one, to ſhelter 
himſelf under, than be of any Service to his 
Country, when it was fo obvioufly in his Power, 
But to ſhew th s till in a more intelligible Light,” 
can that Ochcer pretend to ſay, that Jet Ships be 
at what Diſtance they may from one another in a 
Fleet, on a Signal made to bring to, 1s it uſual to 
do it at tuch a Diſtance? Is it not the common 
Practice, if it can be done, firſt to fall into 
their aſſign'd Stations, and then to bring to? 
And does he not himſelf avow the acting contra- 
ry to this general Rule? And 1s he not herein 
palpably culpable ? The youngeſt Officer in the 
Fleet, ſuppoſing him honeſt, would have been a— 
ſham'd ot ſuch a Defence. 

Mr. L k ſets out very haughtily, triumph- 
ins in his Acquaintance with Diſcipline ; and the 
Ute he makes of his pretended Knowledge, is, 
only to ſee Errors in others, and to ſhelter him— 
ſelf from Juſtice, but not to ſerve his Country; 1 
luppole he rather Jearn'd it to make him a pene— 
trating Critick than an honeſt Man; to anſwer 
ſome idle Foible, or Reſentment againſt his Sus 
periors, than to be an Honour to his Country, 

1 This very evidently appears from every Step he 
4 took. He made it his Buſinefs to obey beyond 
1 Obedience, and becauſe he would not be wanting 
| in ſolid Remarks, he turn'd his Diviſion into a 
[ | Squadron of Obicrvation, that he might be en- 
| abicd, in caſe he was broke as an A I, to 
come home and turn Author, and which he has 


pertormed with all the Artiſice of a Bookſeller ; 
3 Writing, 


2 


—— — —— ——J-__— — - 7 


1 


writing, multiplying, and confounding, to the 
T'une of a pretty Penny; his Works plainly ne- 
ceſſary, tho? comprizable in a Twelve- penny Pam- 
phlet, are jengthen'd out to the Subſtance of a 
Volume in Folio. His learned Reflections and 
Digreſſions has ſpun out the Narrative only to 
one hundred and thirty-five Pages; yet if we ſhall 
follow him here in all that's material, it will ap- 
pear how few Pages were requiſite, I mention 
this only to ſhew the Genius and Jemper of the 
Man in every Appearance, and how impoſſible it 
is to change Men's Natures, turn their Thoughts 
which Way you pleale, 


Naturam expellas furca licet uſque recurret. 


Te, after remarking that the Fleet could not 
be regularly formed into a Line of Battle, and 
the Admiral had made the Signal to bring to, 
begins his Hiſtory thus, Page 59. 

Saturday, Feb. 11. When Day appeared, 1n- 
„% ſtead of being form'd in tolerable Order, or 
« any Thing like a Line of Battle; the Ships 
e were ſcatter'd and extended wide of one ano- 
< ther, rather more uneven than when we brought 
% to at Night, which proceeded from a Line never 
„as yet having been form'd, and the Current 
e with the Wind being variable.“ . I'his Part of 
the Narrative is remarked upon by a Protuſion of 
Notes, ſome to the Purpoſe, ſome out of Idleneſs; 
thoſe to the Purpoſe are, Thar Mr. L k 
% brought to in the Line of Batrle, within three 
&« Miles of the Enemy (how far from the ſtern— 
„ moſt Ship of Mr. 1 — fs Diviſion don't 
© appear) but at Day-break found himſelf at a 
« greater Diitance from the Admiral than at 
& Night when he brought to, occaſioned by In- 
% draughts, Eddies, Cc. At halt an Hour paſt 
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[ 132 ] 
ſix in the Morning, he was near being a-breaſt 
* of him (here again it does not appear at 
« what Diſtance, whether ſeven Leagues, or ſe- 
« ven hundred Tards?) though their Diviſions 
* were far from being cloled together: Time, 
% {ſays he, will ſhew which of theſe Accounts are 
„right.“ For my Part I fee not any Diffe- 
rence in the Account, unleſs it be in the diffe- 
rent Manner of Expreſſion; Mr. Mathews in his 
ſecond Query, asks, © was it not your Duty to 
« have brought to in the Line of Battle?“ 
whereby Mr. M S plainly intends to ask 
him; Don't you know that, pending the Line of 
Battle Signal, all other Signals are to be conſtrued 
as co-operating therewith, and conſequently al- 
though you could not ſee the Line of Battle Sig- 
nal after it was dark, yet as it never appeared to 
you to be aJter'd, you had no Pretence to preſume 
it was alter'd, and therefore ſhould have cloſed 
with the Center, before you had brought to? 
How is this acting contrary defended ? „ As a 
« Proof that we were in a Line with you, I 
©« think we were within four Miles of the Ene- 
© my; and all my Officers that took any Notice 
« affirm, that we were not above three Miles 
de from the Enemy when we brought to. Se- 
« veral of the Spaniſh Ships edged from us 
© ſoon after we brought to.” Can any Man 
think this a proper Anſwer to the Query ? or 


C 


ov 


that it in any Senſe ſhews that he ever intend- 


ed to cloſe with the Center? His own Notes to the 
Narrative plainly ſhew he did not, becauſe there 
he ſhews a proper Signal was wanting for that 
Purpoſe. But this only makes bad worſe, and is 
only a wretched Reſource from Quibble to Ke- 
flection on the general Want of proper eſtabliſhed 
Signals, which in the Caſe before us is abſolutely 
falſe. Mr. Jernon's Signal for the — 
as 


[ 133. ] 


has nothing to do in this Caſe, that was preſuming 
no previous Signal in the Day ſubſiſting; for where 
that is the Calc, there needs not any Night Signal; 
this is as obvious to common Senſe as to Rule. 


Mr. 's third Query produces much the ſame 
Anſwer as before, with this Addition, that the 
Wind changing from E. S. E. to N. N. E. was 
the Reaſon of being to Windward ; bur was it not 
a Reaſon too for not being to \\ id ward 2 Was it 
not a Reaſon for bearing down ino e, with- 
out Breach of Diſcipline ? Is not this Rca e- 
vident? Is not every Reaſon right, that brings 
you into your proper Station? Or would yuu have 


a diſtin Signal tor every Change of Wind? You 


know all this to be true, why then wiltul Diſobe- 
dience firſt, and fſenleleſs Evaſion afterwards ? 
Why truly becauſe Mr. M-—+s ſhould not, if 
you could help it, have the Honour of Serving 
his Country becauſe his heroic Spirit ſhone too 
bright, for your dim Proſpect; you could not 
bear the Splendor of the Sun in its ful] Luſtre and 
Radiance, and therefore curſed 1ts fiery Beams, 
and impotently aimed to ſtop its glorious Career, 
which never could have happen'd had you and 
your Diviſion been the only Delinquents.« 

« To return to the Hiſtory. The combined 
e Fleets kept in an uniform Line, and had made 
« Sail in good Order, ſtretching to the Southward, 
« the Body of their Fleet, diſtant from ours, ſeven 
« or eight Miles, In this Diſpolition little Wind 
te at N. E. with a Swell, the Admiral made the 
Signal for the Fleet to make ſail, and kept edg- 
„ ing down upon the Enemy, 7% Wings endea- 
e youring their utmoſt by crouding Sail to get into 
better Order and keep up with the Center. At 
« half an Hour paſt Seven, the Admiral made the 


„Signal for the Rear-Admiral and his Diviſion” 


* to make more Sail: And at Eight he alſo made 
« the 
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ce the ſame Signal for the Vice- Admiral and his 
« Divifion; then he made the Signal for the Line 
© of Battle a-breait of one another. At Nine the 
„% Admiral made a Signal for the Fleet to draw 
©& 1nto a Line of Battle, one aſtern of another, with 
© a large Wind, and the Rear Admiral to lead; 
* and in half an Hour after he made the Signal 
for the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle one 
Ship a-head of another.” And here the Hiſtory 
for a-while ceaſes; to enter into a Definition of a 
Line of Battle, of which in its proper Place; at 
pretent I ſhaJl only make ſuch Remarks on this 
Part of the Narrative as occurs to me. 

The Narative fays above, that on the A I's 
making the laſt Signal for the Line of Battle a- 
head of one another, e Wings endeavour'd, by 
crouding Sail, to get into better Order, and keep 
up with the Center; after this, a Signal was made 
by the Ad I, to the Rear-Ad 
after to the Vice-Ad——1 to make more Sail. 
XN ow we are ty ſuppoſe that the Diviſions of the 
Vice and Rear, were what the Narrative calls the 
Wings, with Impropriety enou, 
crouded all the Sail they could, it's inconceivable 
how they were to make more; I therefore con- 
clude that was not previouſly the Cafe, and on 
this Point depends more than is at firſt eaſily teen. 
The Van of the Fleet was little concern'd in this 
Matter, for as Mr. s edg'd down they were 
a-head of him, and being moſtly in the right Line 
edg'd down with him, except ſome of tne Head- 
moſt Ships as aforeſaid ; and the Signal for their 
making Sail was to fall down on the Enemy, in 


the ſame Manner the Ad- did, but this 


was not the Caſe with the Vice Ad—— ——1]'s Di- 
viſion in the Rear who had not clos'd the Line, 
nor from what appears never intended it, and 
Mr, Mathews made the laſt Signal, which es 

h rave 


I, and ſoon 


gh, and if they before 


1 
have been ridiculous had he ſeen them croud ing all 
the Sail they had. But another Circumſtance a lit- 
tle after clears up this Matter, and proves they ei- 
ther did not, or the Ad—-] thought they did 
not, even after the laſt Signal, make all the Sail 


they could, fince he ſent two Lieutenants one af- 


ter the other to enforce Obedience to it; and al- 
though it may be very true, that when thoſe 
Lieutenants came on Board the Vice Ad 
Sails were ſtanding, as is ſaid, it proves not that 
they were h before; the Wind was then dying 
away, and crouding Sail not 10 material as at 
firſt when the Wind was freſher, becauſe of a 
Head-Seaz they then could not get up with the 


Admiral in any reaſonable Time, and then if the 


Vice-Ad——], when he ſaw the Boats a coming, 
did croud Sail, neither that nor the Narrative 
proves they were ſtanding from the firſt; and 
indeed the Circumſtances ſhew they were not, 
and the previous Matter relating to the bringing 
to, connected herewith, evidently evinces the 
Vice Ad—l's Intention was not to cloſe the Line 
at all, if he could any Way avoid it with Safety 
to himſelf; and the Night at firſt, and the Winds 
at laſt, happily enough tavour'd the wicked Reſult. 

Mr. J. 2 would infer from all this, if he 
would infer any Thing, that the Ad | 18: & 
lone blameavle, becauſe the Ships either could 
not, or rather would not, fall into their proper 
Stations; he is by a Parity of Reaſoning alſo 
blameable, becauſe he ſuſpended the Officer who 
was the chief Cauſe, as far as it regarded his 
own Diviſion, of all this Diforder. There is a 


very extraordinary Circumſtance comes at the Tail 


of all this, which is, that Mr. L k blames 
the Ad I's Conduct, when through Impati- 


ence he bore down to engage the Spaniſh Ad—I, 


which he ſays was the Station aſſign'd him; but he 
does 


], the 
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does not confider either that Mr. - could 
not, if he engag'd at all, get into any other Sta- 
tion, nor that he himſelf ever intended, as plain- 
Iv appear'd, ever to get into that, or any other 
fighting Station. However blameable Mr. Ae 
may be in his Impatience to engage the Enemy, 
to vindicate his Country's Honour, to preſerve 


the Dominions of an Ally, and to deſtroy the 
adverſe Fleet; it is but too evident Mr. L 


k 
had no Concern of the like Nature to incumber 
his Mind with ; his was of a quite different Na- 


ture, and ſuch as perfonal Refentment only could 


inſpire ; and to prevent this from being evidently 
rceiv'd, he has Recourſe to every Artifice that 


may blind the People; the firſt indeed is a very 


bad one, the attempting by Scurrility and Abuſe 
to ſcold the Nation into Sentiments in his Favour; 
the ſecond by blaming his Supertors, and the laſt 
by ſhewing the Defects of the whole Oeconomy 
of the naval Conduct, which, ſuppoſing all, as 
ſome Parts are but too true, 1s at beſt but cover- 
ring himſelf with a Cloud inſtead of clearing him- 
felf, by a fair and open Juſtification. 

The Ad I's Replies to the Vice Ad—— T's 
Anſwers are clear, open and candid, while the 
Vice Ad I's Rejoinders are wholly made up 
of Artifice and Evaſion, talking of Diſcipline 


and Order, the Skin or Rind of the Argument, 


while the Soul or Eſſence is entirely forgot. 

Mr. M———vs ſays, that By the Namnr”s 
© Logg-Book the Wind was at E. N. E. when we 
© brought to the 1cth of February, and from ten 
Clock that Night to fix the next Morning, 
from the N. E. by N. to N. E. Q. Whether 
© you ought not to have kept the Line, not with- 


© ſtanding the Alteration of the Wind, ſince it 
© was in your Power to have done it, inſtead of be- 


ing at Break of Day five Miles in the Wind's * 
| 0 


2 22S rai Aa a a 


| Reaſon for the keeping five Miles out of it? But 


6-237 | 18 
* of me, conſequently fo many Miles a, ſtern, 1. 
* when I made Sail, which is notorious to the | 
© whole Fleet?” Mr. M———wws might have 1 
juſtly faid, did not the Change of Wind mate- | 
riaily contribute to bring you into your Station, 
and will you therefure preſume it to be a good 


{ce the Anſwer, The Namur's and the Nep- 
* zune's Log- Books differ the 1oth of February 
when we brought to. The Ship came up S. by 
W. till 10 o'Clock, when ſhe came up S. E. off 
8. S. E. at 12 ſhe came up B. S os 
© at 3 ſhe came up E. off E. S. E. and continued 
o until we made Sail at half paſt five o'Clock 
in the Morning, before you made the Signal to 
© make Sail.“ The Reader is to obſerve here, 
that although it is differently expreſſed, that the 
Winds by this Account, for the moſt part of the 
Time in Queſtion, were nearly the lame as in 


the Ad ' Query, fince Ships that Iye up 0 
from the E. S. E. to the E. upon one Tack, have ch 
the Wind from the N. N. E. to the N. E. and Wer 


this Situation the Vice Ad | admits from 12 
to 5 O'Clock in the Morning, but takes care to if 
anſwer no farther, becauſe that was more mate- was 
rial, and conſequently neceſſary to be evaded : 
Inſtead whereof he proceeds thus, © In anſwer to 
© your Query in this Paragraph, which has been 
© already anſwer'd in my Anſwer to your Queries, 
„ ſhould be glad to know, as you found it ſo 
© late in the Night as to be obliged to make the 
Signal to bring to, whether it was poſhble for 
the Neprune to ice a Day Signal abroad for the 
Line of Battle a-breaſt (as you have not thought 
proper to appoint a Night Signal for that Pur- 
* pole) and whether the laſt Signal is not to be 
« comply'd with, even if it was in Contradiction 


*to the fickt ?? 
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Now in turning back to the Queries, it appears 
not to be anſwer'd any otherwiſe than here; 
only there the Winds are ſtated, here the lying 
up of the Ship; which as I ſaid before, is the 
fame Thing differently expreſs'd, and therefore 
to evade directly anſwering the moſt material 
Part of the Query, he falls into a String of Que- 
ſtions, which readily anſwer themſelves, for the 
laſt Signal is certainly to be comply'd with, tho? 
in Contradiction to the firſt, but in this Cafe, the 
Jaſt Signal is not in Contrad iction to the firſt, but 
concurs with it, and was the natural Reſult of ap- 
proaching Night; the Line of Battle ſtill depend- 
ing, both by Reaſon of the previous Signal, and 
the very Nature and Reaſon of the Thing, as the 
Nearneſs of the Enemy preſum'd it: And thus 
while the Vice Ad——1 blames the Ships being 
out of their aſſign'd Stations, he himſelf, when 
he had Wind and Opportunity, would not with 
his Diviſion fall into his aſſign'd Station, on Pre- 
tence that the Ad | made no Night Signal 
for that preſent Purpoſe, when none ſuch was in 
any Senſe neceſſarry. | | 

The Ad Il proceeds with his natural Can- 
dor and Openneſs of Heart, It is true that the 
* 15th Article of the fighting Inſtructions does 
* not mention that the Signal for engaging ſhall 
be repeated by the other Flag-Officers; but I 
© have Reaſon to believe, that every Captain in 
your Diviſion, for want of your having repeated 
it, as Rear Ad- R—ly did, judg'd he was to 
* keep the Line, and not make Sail a-head of you 
jn order to engage, which many of them could 
* and would have done, had they not expected 
* your repeating the Signal.“ Mr. L. k's An- 
{wer to this in Effect is; That ſuch repeating the 
Signal being not directed by the ſtanding Order, 
it matters not to him what the Rear-Ad——]1 did, 

or 
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or his own Captains thought, his Buſineſs being 
only to conform to exact Diſcipline 3 which in the 
main 1s very true, But as on this depends a very 
important Matter, it will not be amils to examine 
this ſtri& Diſciplinarian's Views to the Bottom. 
Mr. is had been engag'd with the Real, 


and ſomewhat dilabled ; the Captain of the Marl. 
borough had, on different Principles, from ſuch as 
were ſo ſtrictly purſued by our Hero, of Formali- 
ty, and without regarding his very nice Punctilio's, 
puſh'd in between the Ad——]I and the Enemy, 
and with a Bravery, moſt of the Fleet are Stran- 
ers to, took on himſelf the Enemy's whole Fire. 
The Ad -l was by this Means forc'd out of his 
roper Station, and had four of the Enemy, which 
Mr. Diſcipline had let pais by him, to engage with 
alone ; but if this worthy Gentleman would not 
repeat the Signal, nor could come up himſelf, 
when he had clean Ships in his Squadron, and 
plainly ſaw that the Captains in the Rear of the 
Center would not aſſiſt their Ad I, did it 
not plainly become him to have order'd his clean 
Ships to have ad vanc'd into their Stations? He 
ſays indeed he did fire at th: Dunkirk, one of his 
head-moſt Ships for that Purpoſe, but that he 
would not obey bim; but as to the Cambridge, 
Elizabeth, Buckingham and Revenge, it appears he 
never try'd, The Conſequence was, as he plainly 
ras it ſhould be, to throw his Ad—] between 
four Fires, by letting ſo many of the Enemy pals 
by for that ſpecial Purpoſe. Thus it ſeems that 
the great End of Diſcipline 1s to be made the Dupe 
of private Pique and Reſentment, but unintended 
to anſwer any rational or honourable Purpoſe ; 
and while the Baſis of his Defence is founded on 
uſeleſs Exactitude, in attending to 'T'rifles, the 
main End for which it was conſtituted, is buried 


in Oblivion, and fergot. Thus it will always be 
8 2 with 
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with Men pick'd out of the Dregs or the People, 


who get Experience in their Heads, but have no 


Share of Honour or (enerofity in their Hearts 
who have more Subtilty than Honeſty ; and are 
abſolute Strangers to thoſe noble Sentiments that 
inſpire the Heart with true Glory; and while that 
is purſuing, forget all private Reſentment. The 
Want whereof, no Skill though ever ſo conſum- 
mate, no Judgment though ever ſo well corrected, 
can make Amends for; and intimates how neceſ- 
{ary ſome Sentiments of Honour are to the conſti- 
tuting of an Otficer who is to be intruſted with the 
Guard1anſhip of the Britiſh People. 

But let us now fee how Mr. Diſcipline defends 
himlelt; the Ad I asks him in his Replies, 
Why did you not ſet your Studding-Sails, and 
© order the 1ailing Ships of your Diviſion to make 
Sail and engage the four ftern-moſt Ships of the 
« Enemy, particularly the Eliæabeth, Buckingham, 
and Revenge? And why did you ſuffer any of 
your Diviſfton to ſhorten Sail? You fay that 
© the Cambridge and Dunkstk could have made 
© more Sail, and engag'd the four ſtern- moſt Ships; 
© and that you fired a Shot at the Zinkirh, and 
made her Commander's Signal, but all to no Pur- 
poſe, for that he fill kept to Windward of yon, 
© as did the Cambridge likewiſe: Query, why did 
© you not make the Cœinridge's Signal alto? 

The Aufwer to this Part is, It did not appear 
to me that the Ships of my Diviſion, a-ftern of 
« me, ſhorten'd Sail, and where I could not fo 
« well diftinoutth myſeit, my Otticers on whom I 
© could depend, ficquently inform'd me of this 
Truth. And as to directing the clean Ships to go 
© 2 head of me, particularly the ZJ;zaber/, Buck- 
* zngham, and Revenge, my Aniwer alteady to 
your fourth Sey leaves no toom to demand a- 
ny «ther, Lut iuppoſing, Sir, that theſe Ships, 

* contrary 
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« contrary to my Obſervation, did ſherten Sail at 
« Times to keep in order of Battle, according to 
the Line, either before or after that you engag'd, 
« yer nevertheleſs I had no Authority to alter your 
« Diſpoſition. The twenty-fourth Article of the 
fighting Inſtructions injoins every Ship to keep 
her Station; and that, nor no other Article, im- 


powers an inferior Flag-Officer to direct any 


© Breach of it, upon any Pretence whatſoever, 
© while the commanding Officer keeps abroad the 
Signal for the Line, and does not make the Signal 
for that Flag-Oficer and his Diviſion to give 
* Chace to the Enemy. Furthermore, had I taken 
© upon me what I could not anſwer, to direct 
© theſe Ships going a-head of me before you 
© engag'd the Enemy, I believe it was 1mprac- 
* ticable for them to execute it, conſidering 
c their Diſtance a- ſtern of me, the little Wind 
© and Swell.” 

Order and Diſcipline 1s intended for the Pre- 
ſervation, not for the Deſtruction of a Fleet; D1t- 
cipline is eſtabliſſi'd by Rules founded on regular 
Orders, which as they cannot foreſee every Inci- 
dent that may occur, ſo neither are they ſo ſtrictly 
to be punſu'd, as not on very obvious Emergencics 
to be deviated from, The general Otder is to 
keep the Stations aſſign'd, but ſuppoſe Part of the 
Van and Center had ran away, as they did little 
better, and thereby the Reſidue been left as it 
were a Sacrifice to the Enemy, and ſome Ships 
of the Rear could have come up to their Aſſiſtance, 
and ſome could not; will Mr. Diſcipline pretend 
to lay, he dorſt not have deviated from the ſtand- 
ing Order, or rather that the plain obvious Ne- 
ceſſity of the Thing did not require he ſhould 
have done it, in order to preſerve the Fleet, which 
muſt otherwiſe be inevitably loft? Is not the Ne- 
ceſſity of Things ariſing from unforeſeen pn 
a Li- 
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a Direction ſuperior to all ſtanding Rules? And 
will a Man preſume to cover himſelf under ſuch 
Rules, and be deem'd blameleſs? He preſumes 
the Ad ! ſhould have made a Signal for that 
Purpoſe ; if he had, it's obvious how he would 


have anſwer'd jt, He would then have ſaid, that 


while the Signal for the Line was out, his Divi- 
viſion were oblig'd to keep their aſſign'd Stations, 
and therefore pending that, a Signal to alter the 
Stations would have been contradictory, and con- 


ſequently could not be an{wer'd ; and if the Ad-, 


to guard againſt this Evaſion, had haul'd down 
the Signal for the Line, while he hoiſted the Sig- 
nal to chace, then had the Fleet been all thrown 
into Confuſion. So that whether he made a Sig- 
nal, or did not; whether there was abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity, or was not, Mr. Diſcipline had ſtill a Sub- 
terfuge to fly to; and as he was reſolv'd no Good 
ſhould be done on his Part, ſo his only Buſineſs 
was to fit himſelf with ſuitable Reſcources againſt 
the Day of Judgment. And becauſe he was not 
particularly empower'd to do Good by ſome ſtand- 
ing Order, though the Honour of the Nation and 
the Prefervation of the Fleet were both at Stake, 
he was determin'd that neither himſelf nor any 
of his Diviſion ſhould do any. This is the Con- 
duct, this is the Honour of the Man who preſumes 
ro arraign his Superiors, and who happily enough 
fhew'd what ought to have been done, by the Shot 
Hr'd, and the Signal made to the Dunkirk, whoſe 
Commander perhaps had Orders from himſelf not 
to obey, for that is the moſt natural Way to con- 


ſtrue his Difobedience, For my Part, I am amazed 


this thin Covering was not ſooner ſeen through, 
and if it was, how it bezame poſſible that one Of- 
ficer, who at moſt could be only miſtaken, ſhould 


be put on a Parity with another whoſe rotten 


Heart 


Lens 
Heart ought to have render'd him a publick Ab- 
horrence. 

There are two Things to be confidered in all 
Men, the Will and the Ability; where the laſt is 
wanting it is the Man's Miefortune, but the Fault 
only of thoſe who employ him; but where the 
firſt is wanting, it's the Employer's Mi-fortune, 
but the Man's Fault. In publick Affairs, eſpe- 
cially in the Royal Navy, Will and Ability ſhould 
go hand in hand: It lies upon thoſe at the Helm, 
to take care whom they employ, but they can't ho- 
neſtly pumſh them or want of Ability, tho? they 
are oblig'd to do it for want of Will; and when 
a Man pleads his Abilities, arraigns the Conduct 
of his Superiors, and is deficient at rhe fame 
Time, both of Will and Ability, I think he may 
be juſtly puniſh'd for his Pre ſumption, as well as 
for his Negligence. 

The chief Part of Mr. JL 's Defence, be- 
ſides what has been previoully ſaid, depends on 
ſhewing that Mr. ＋ , had Ships enough in 
his own Diviſion to have anſwered all the Pur- 
poſes of the Center, and to have deſtroyed the 
Spaniſh Squadron, which 1s very true, but Mr. 
L k could not help ſeeing that no more than 
three Ships of the Ad I's Diviſion did their 
Duty, and conſequently were not enough to en- 
gage the Enemy; nor ſhould this have been any 
Part of his Detence, unlets he could at the ſame 
Time have ſhewn, that the Ships of that Diviſion 
did their Duty, which he plainly j«v- they did 
not, and therefore could not honeitly conclude, 
that becauſe there were enough in Numer, that 
therefore there were really exough. This only 
ſhews how ready he is to caich at any hing 
that may give an unnatural "I'urn to the Argu— 
ment, and by waving the only material Qn 'tton, 
turn the Eyes of the People un what has nothing 

Ks 


1967 

to do with it; it contributes indeed to perſwade 
vs into a Senfe of his Abilities, but into none of 
his good Will, for the Honour of his Country 
and the Preſervation of the Fleet ; and Abilities 
ill placed, or mis- timed, are equal to no Abilities 
at all. The exerting bimſelf here as a Writer is 
nothing, unleſs he could ſhew at the ſame Time, 
that he exerted himſelf as a Man of Honour 
when in his proper Station. He knows to a Cer- 
tainty, that not one Man in a thouſand either 
can or will enter with Care or Judgment into the 
Myſtery of this Affair; and as the more he writes 
the more he perplexes it, ſo it is but too evident 
he writes only to perplex it, and to make ule of 
his own unmannerly Expreſſion, in his Anſwer 
to the Ad I, Throw out your Calumnies with 
Aſſurance, and ſoine of thein will find Credit, is 
a Maxim it ſeems Mr. . 1s acquainted with, 
and bas purſued with uncommon Spirit ; and 
tow far the ſame has been calculated to poiſon 
the Minds of thoſe who take no Pains to judge 
accurately, or are Strangers to naval Science, is 
but too obvious, but how far it either has, or 
ought to have Effect, the Event of this Affair can 
only determine. : 

It is very ſtrange to fee the Nature and Genius 
of our Laws and Conſtitution thus trifl-d with, 
with Impunity, but much more to fee ſuch Pro- 
ceedings patroniz'd by Men who ought at leaſt to 
know better, as if an Affair of this Importance, 


 whereon the Glory, Honour, and even Safety of 


the Nation depends, turn'd into a Par.y Affair, 
when the previous Point was only to enquire 1n- 
to the Conduct of the Vice A J, to ſuffer him, 
inſtead of defending himſelt, to turn Accuſer be- 
fore he was clcared, is a kind of Proceeding 
quite new. It is moſt eertatnly true, that thoſe 
who enquired into his Conduct had a very juſt 

Right 


06] 
Right to enquire into the Ad 
they found it reaſonable and right to have paſs'd 

a ſuitable Cenſure; but it no way appears regu- 
lar to ſuffer the firſt Delinquent to defend him- 
ſelf by accuſing his Accuſer. This was the way 
to perplex, not to clear up the Conduct of either 
to the Nation's Satisfaction, is wholly. without 
Rule or Precedent, and cannot in any Power, 
though never ſo great, be juſtify'd 5 becauſe it 
could in no Senſe anſwer the main Intcnt of the 
Enquiry, which 1t 1s hop'd was firſt to bring an 
accuſed Delinquent to Juſtice, and atter that as 
many more as ſhould be found culpable. But 
here is a Precedent now ſet, that may mainly 
contribute to the acquitting of all though never ſo 
guilty, fince they are not to ſhew how they 
themſelves, but how their Superiors behav'd, 
which 1s waving the main Point in View, and 
turning it upon what is nothing to the Purpoſe. 
At this Rate, there 1s no bringing Delinquents to 
Juſtice, all Rule and Order is hereby contounded, 
and the Nature and Reaſon of Things turned into 2 
Teſt, I don't hereby preſume that thoſe who make 
Laws are bound down to the common Rules of 
eſtabliſhed inferior Courts in every Caſe, but they 
are ſo in all Matters, where the Reaſon and com- 
mon Senſe of 'Things equally guide both ; and 

Reaſon d irects that a Delinquent ſhould be him- 

ſelf firſt acquitted before he's ſuffered to turn 

| Accuſer. But here what is more ftrange, is, 

that even before any Enquiry was perhaps 1ſo 
much as thought of, the Perſon preſumed Guilty 
breaks through all Rule, Order and Decency, 
and turns Accuſer; he ſhould at leaſt have waited 
till he had been acquitted, and then he would 
have been fairly at Liberty to have purſued his 

Reſentment; no, ſays he, but the Mob thought 

me in the Wrong, in which he includes the whole 

. Natien, 


I's too, and, if 
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Nation, I will therefore firſt treat them like 3 me 
Pack of Scoundrels, next arraign the Conduct of of 
my Superior, and at laſt ſay nothing to the Pur. m1 
poſe for m;felf. This will take their Eyes off til 
from the main Point, and turn them upon what off 
| has nothing to do with it. But hold, Sir! you th 
have hitherto gone ſwimmingly on in this evaſive th. 
{ TraQ, but there remains another Court, another We 
Enquiry, who are not to ask you what others did, 1 Is 
| but what you did not do, that you ſhould have an 
done; if you can clear yourſelf there, it's very ex 

well; if not, Juſtice may ſtill have its due Courſe, 
without regarding your artificial Attempts to pre- hz 
0 judge them. They may perhaps plainly ask you, N 
; as you was in the Rear, and could ſee as far as he 
the Head-moſt Ships of the Van, and what they R 
| did, whether you did not likewiſe ſee what was la 
l doing in the Center, which was nearer you? You D 
l admit you did, but then why, when you ſaw a 8e 
| 4 Behaviour there unknown to former Apes, and E 
[ the Ad left to engage almoſt alone, you did 7 
| not contribute all in your Power to his Aſſiſtance? at 
4 You ſay you did as far as Diſcipline would per- ne 
| mit; but why ſo extreamly ſcrupulous in Point S 
1 of Diſcipline, when the Nature and Neceſſity of 1 

| Things, to which all Diſcipline gives way, com- 
i manded a different Attention; is it not in publick * 
1 Affairs as in private Life? It is a Rule in our re- u 
| ligions Diſcipline, that People ſhould attend di- P 
vine Service, and are puniſhable if they don't do WF in 
it; but will any Man pretend to ſay that if in i © 


Time of divine Service my Neighbour's Houſe is ir 
on Fire, or broke into by Thieves, I ſhall not V 
leave the Service I am bound to obſerve in general, fi 
to aſſiſt my Neighbour in particular; or if I am h 
unable mylelf, that I ought not to ſend my Ser- N 
vant, let the Diſcipline of Church- Service in V 
other Reſpects, be as ſevere as it will? e 
But to come nearer to the Point, in a Caſe 

more 
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more directly parallel. Suppoſe I was at the Head 


of a Troop or Regiment, at an aſſign'd Poſt, and 


my Orders were ſtrictly not to ſtir therefrom un- 


til further Orders; his Majeſty's Guards are cut 


off in my Sight, or won't defend him, and I am 
the neareſt and alone able to do it; would I ra- 
ther ſuffer him to be kill d or taken Priſoner? Or 
would I break my Orders and fly to his Defence? 
Is the Choice to be heſitated upon a Moment, by 
any brave, honeſt, gallant Man? And 1s not this 
exactly your Cale by your own ſhewing ? 

[ preſume, Sir, that you may in your Life-time 
have read a certain old faſhion'd Book call'd the 


| New Teſtament, and if you have, you can't well 


help remembring a Paſlage, whereon moſt of this 
Reaſoning is grounded: The Place your Chap- 


lain will point out to you, it is of Criſt and his 


Diſciples, paſſing through the Corn Fields on the 
Sabbath Day, and being an hungred, pluck'd the 
Ears to eat, which was highly criminal by the 
Zewiſh Law; and when reprov'd by thoſe who 
attended more to Diſcipline than to rational and 
neceflary Acts, what was Chriſt's Anſwer? Good 
Sir, ask your Chaplain, I have really too much 
Tenderneſs for you to repeat it here. 

Inſtances of this Nature are endleſs, and no 
Man can reflect a Moment and not ſee the Poor- 
neſs of your Defence. You have ſaid in another 
Part of your Libel, that Mr. M——wvs was too 
impatient, and by engaging the Enemy before you 
could come up, ruined the whole Aﬀir. You 
in another Place ſay, that he had Ships enough, 
viz. 13 to ), and therefore wanted not your As- 
ſiſtance; now why was he too impatient when he 
had ſo much the Superiority? Could a gallant 
Man, whoſe Soul was boiling with Ardor to re- 
venge his Country's Cauſe, when he had ſuffici- 
ent Means, lye tamely by, and not engage them 
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tho' he was not properly feconded, neither by 
his own Captains, nor by you or any of yours? 
But could he divine before this fatal Experiment 
was made, ſuch a Set of Wretches commanded un- 
der him? Could he conceive ſuch a degenerate 
Crew were made Commanders, and that the very 


Nature of Engliſumen was altered? Or could he 


have dreamt at Jeaſt that his Vice Ad I would 
have united 1n the common Gatbage ? How ten- 
derly paſſionate does he ſpeak when he ſays, that 


if you had ſent your beſt failing Ships to his Af- 
ſiſtance he would have heartily thank'd you for it. 


And how like a Wretch do you anſwer it, when 
you ſay that you fir'd a Shot at the Dunkirk, and 
ſhe would not obey ? 

I believe Mr. {——wss Caſe is much the 
ſame with all Mankind; he judged by his own 
Heart, and thence concluded all others brave, 
open, generous, and gallant as himſelf, and has 
not been miſtaken alone, 1n parallel Caſes; he 
made one Exception indeed in ſome Particulars 
as to yourſelf, and therefore did not aſſociate 
kindly with you, and has but too fatally found 


his Suſpicions not ill grounded: You have not 


been content to deceive him in a Point he the 
leaſt doubted; you have not been content un- 
der the Skreen of Diſcipline, to ſuffer as much 
as in your Power Jay, him and your Country's 
Honour to be ſacrific'd together, and yourſelf, 
like the profligate Fellow who burnt the Temple 
of Diana at Epheſus, glorying in being tranſ- 
mitted to Poſterity, a Signature of Infamy; but 
ou have likewiſe endeavour'd to render yourſelf 
doubly crimimnal, by attempting to throw the O- 
dium on a Man who merits eternal Honour, or at 
Jeaſt to render him in the Eye of the Nation e- 


qually culpable with yourſelf. And thus in Imi- 


tation of the Idea we have of wicked Spirits, de- 
| Iighted, 


1 
delighted in adding one more to the Number of 
the Damned. 
Lou lay ſome Streſs upon the Fleet's having ne- 
ver been formed into a Line, and make it at the 
ſame Time evident, it never could have been form- 
ed and brought into that Figure near enough to en- 
gage the Enemy, ſince, as you admit, the Captains 
would not fight; does it not prove they would 
not form to any Purpoſe, for the ſame Reaſon that 
they would not fight, becauſe one muſt neceſſarily 
have produc'd the other? 
You likewiſe ſay Mr. M——vs would not 
wait for you. But if he had, could he have en- 
ag'd at all? Since you admit the Enemy 1ail'd 
three Foot to your one, and conſequently could 
they not have kept you in the like Diſpoſition as 
long as they pleas d? Do you conceive that they 
would have lain by to let you have clos'd the 
Line, and the whole Fleet have been fairly a- 
breaſt of them with ſuperior Force; don't you, and 
did you not then conceive that to be plainly the 
Caſe? And will you therefore invidiouſly place 
that to the Ad—l's Impatience, which mult either 
have been ſo done, or not at all? in either Caſe 


| you would have had ſomething equally material 


to ſay, though to much the ſame Purpole. 
Mr. L——þ has digreſs'd in his Narrative oc- 
cafionally, in order to ſhew his Abilities as a Sea- 
man, an Officer, and a Critic, but has therein for- 
ot one of the main Articles eflential to a good 
fficer, which is a thorough Knowledge of, and 
Acquaintance with, the cuſtomary Schemes and 
Artifices of the Enemy, and the Principles where- 
on they uſually act. If he had made this Part of 
an Officer's Buſineſs, as moſt certainly it is, he 
would then have opened a Scene no Way to the 
Advantage of his Cauſe, as it would have unra- 
velled the whole Myſtery of his perplex'd _ 
5 cilm, 
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eiſm. He could not a knowing that every Of- 
ficer who commands, 1s oblig'd in a great Meaſure, 
to ſuit' himſelf to the Diſpoſition of the Enemy ; 
he is not to engage in what Form he pleaſes, but 
as Circumſtances will permit. It is agreed on all 
Sides, that the Enemy had formed: themſelves in 
due Order of Battle, but it is at the ſame time a- 
greed, that they could ſail three Foot to our one, 
and conſequently could preſerve that Diſpoſition, 
when we could not, to any Purpoſe; for on our 
own being form'd, 1t was only their making more 
Sail, and then we muſt either have been thrown 
into Diſorder, by our beſt ſailing Ships leaving 
their aflign'd Stations, to keep up with the Ene- 
my; or it they kept their Stations, they could fail 
no faſter than the foul Ships, and conſequently 
could never bave come up Richy to engage the 
Enemy; whoſe End would have been materially 
anſwer d, in drawing them away far to the Weſt- 
ward, and thereby of leaving the Coaſt ob Zaly 
open for the tranſporting of their Troops and 
Stores thither. And no body in their Senſes can 
preſume, who ever ſtudied French Politics, that 
they ever would be drawn in to engage on equal 
Terms. This accounts for Mr. M——ws's Co:- 
duct in a Point wherein People generally think him 
the moſt blameable, vis. Becauſe our Fleet was 
ſuperior ; but that was the very Reaſon why the 
French only had it in their Power, whether he 
ſhould engage them or not, becauſe it is agreed 
they ſailed 10 much better, and this likewiſe plain- 
ly accounts for one of Mr. L k's chief Objec- 
tions to the Ad- 's Conduct, viz. That 
the Van was where the Center ſhould have 
been, and the Center where the Rear ſhould 
have been; but this was in the Breaſt of the E 
nemy, not of the Admiral, who could not make 
his Ships {ail better, nor his Officers do their Du- 

4115 ty. 
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'ty. The Enemy were determined our Fleet ſhould 
never be in a right Diſpoſition fairly a- breaſt and 
up with them. The Ad | therefore very ju- 
diciouſly conceived, that to engage the Rear and 
Center, which he could come up with, was the 
Way at once to bring the Van back into the En- 
gagement, and to give his own Rear Time to get 
up. This, it ſeems by Mr, Z k's own Account, 
produced one Part of the deſired Effect, but he 
was determined it ſhould not the other. The 
Van of the Enemy thereupon tacked, but our Rear 
did not come up; Mr. L k ſays he could not, 
but admits his beſt failing Ships might; but that 
he could not permit, becauſe it would have been 
a Breach of Diſcipline. But, as I have ſhewn be- 
fore, it would have been ſuch a Breach, as the 
Admiral would have heartily thanked him for, 
and I dare ſay the Nation would have been clear- 
ly of the ſame Opinion. Mr. L——k muſt have 
known before, and obviouſly have diſcovered now, 
that the Enemy never intended to engage on equal 
Terms, and he muſt as clearly perceive that an 
Engagement was no ways to be brought on, but by 


the Method that the Admiral purſued; and there- 


fore what he either ignorantly or invid iouſly terms 
Impatience in the Admiral, was the only poſſible 
Means, as the Ships were ſtation'd, and the Rear- 
Admiral led the Van upon that Tack, of engaging 
the Enemy at all; and if the Enemy had not been 
engag'd with at all, it certainly would have raiſed 

an univerſal Clamour here, not eaſily to have been 
allay'd; avd Mr. L. k's fine-1pun Schemes of 
Diſcipline conſtrued into downright Cowardice 
and it might then juſtly enough have been ſaid, 
why did not the Admiral engage where he could, 
if nat where he would? Since that muſt have cer- 
tainly produced a general Engagement. And this 
muſt ſurely have been the Cate if Mr. L————t&'s 
Diſcipline 
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Diſcipline had been purſued, vs. to have all got 
up into their proper Stations before they had en- 
aged the Enemy, which, as has been plainly 


ewn before, could never have been done, conſe- 


quently Mr. Z k's Views have been fully an- 


1wered, the Admiral diſgraced, and ſacrificed to 


the juſt Reſentment of a diſhonoured Nation. But 
as Mr. M——ws could not bear the Thoughts of 

ſeeing the Enemy, and not engaging of them, ſo 
ſo neither could Mr. I A bear to ſee his Ad- 


miral in the Way of gaining immortal Honour, 


where himſelf could only, had he done his Duty, 
been mentioned in common with thoſe who be- 

haved well, Fame would not, in this Situation, 
have trumpeted to the World his wondrous Gal- 
Jantry, but all the Honour of the Action have reſt- 
ed on the Admiral, whom he heartily hated, and 
was determined, if poſſible, to ruin. His Subtil- 
ty and cloſe Deſigns were not eaſi ly to be ſeen in- 
to, by a Mind, open, gallant, and undeſigning; 
which however may teach open-hearted pallant 
Men this uſeful Leſſon, That they are not only to 
be upon their Guard againſt the more ſubtil and 


reſerved, but likewiſe to be very cautious how 
they give them Offence, ſince nothing that is wick- 


ed will be wanting that is plauſible, to contribute 
to their undoing. Such Men are, as it were, born 
with Machiavellian Principles, vis. to ſtick at no 


Means, though never ſo unjuſt, to attain their 


Ends, and their Ends will always be the raiſing of 
themſelves, at the Expence of the Life or Honour 


of thoſe whom they eſteem their Enemies; whether 


the Cauſe ariſes from the Intervention of Power, 
or perſonal Prejudice, or both together, which 
was here but too unhappily the Cale. = 

The putting of two ſuch Men together, and as 
it were, chaining Antipathies, forcibly uniting, as 


it were, the Gentleman and the Brute, the _ 


153 
and the Sullen, the Companion of the Noble, and 

of the Sail-maker, the Frank and the Reſerv'd, 
the Well-wiſher to his Country, and the Lover 
of Himſelf, was a Soleciſm in Politicks, only to 
be cleared up by thoſe in whoſe Breaſt it lay, to 
have both diſtinguiſhed and acted better; as they 
could not help ſeeing that the latent Miſchief muſt 
one Day operate to the Diſhonour of the State and 
Nation; ſo they could not help ſeeing the natural 
Conſequences big with innumerable Evils. Yet, 
as if they had been poſſeſſed with an evil Spirit, 
and determined to deal in Contradictions, they 
were reſolved together they ſhould be, in deſpite 
of the pathetic Repreſentations of a gallant gene- 
rous Man, who could ill bear being, as it were, 
chain'd to a mungre] Being, half Fox half Bear, 
and whom his open Soul moſt heartily deteſted. 

I cannot help, as I draw towards the Concluſion, 
of indulging mytfelf in a very few ſerious Reflec- 
tions, which being properly attended to, may 
ſtand as Land-Marks to guide ſafely for the future 
into a ſecure Port, ſuch careleſs, unthinking, wil- 


ful, or unskilful Mariners, who may attempt for 
the future, to take the Helm out of the Hands of 


judicious Pilots, and preſume to ſteer the naval 
Power at Random. And firſt, is it not plainly as 
much the Buſineſs of thoſe who direct the Ad 

—ty, to conſider what kind of Officers they ſend 
together on any Expedition, as how they may be 
deem'd individually proper? Since on their Agrees 
ment, or Diſagreement, the Succeſs, or Failure of 
every Expedition ultimately depends. For ſurely 
no Man of Common Senſe needs be told, that Union 
is the Soul of Succeſs, and conſequently Diſunion 
the Spirit of Diſappointment; what Judgment 
then ought we to make of the Views of thoſe, 
who wilfully hazard the wrecking of the Nation's 


Honour, becauſe they have Power to do it? 
[7 Good 
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Good Policy would plainly evince the Uſeful- 
neſs, and even the Neceſſity of placing Military 
Men in ſuch a Situation, as may turn their Envy 
and Hatred of one another, into an Emulation of 
ſhewing their different Capacities, and exerting 
their different Abilities for the Service of the 


| State. And as the putting them together only 


increaſes their Animofities, and ruins the Ser- 
vice, ſo the ſeparating them into different aQive 
Stations, muſt neceſſarily produce the direct con- 
trary Conſequences, or leave the moſt meritorious 
to triumph as becomes him. By this Means they 
bes me eminently diſtinguiſhed, and thoſe in 
Power learn truly on whom they may moſt ſafe ly 
depend ; the Dignity of the Nation riſes in Propor- 
tion as ſuch Meaſures are purſued, and the Buſi- 
neſs of the principal Direction becomes eaſy and 
plealant: It is turning violent and unmanageable 
Spirits to the Emolument of the State, which o- 
therwile act like Wildfire, diſorder the OEcono- 
my, and fet the whole Syſtem in a Flame. 
Previous to this unhappy Affair, neither of the 
Officers in Queſtion were ever preſum'd to want 
either Courage or Skill; and I doubt not 1a the 
leaſt, that had they been ſeparated into different 
Stations independent of each other, thoſe who 
chain'd them together, as I have ſaid before, 
would have had the Pleaſure of ſeeing, that each 
of them would have been an Honour to his Coun- 
try; from whence I ſhall take the Liberty to con- 
clude, that although nothing will excuſe either, 
if it appears they have not done their Duty to the 
utmoit of their Power ; yet as the putting them to- 
gether is the Batis of the Evil, fo I conceive ought 
the Conduct of thoſe who did it to be enquired into; 
that Delinquents of every Kind may be puniſhed 
according to their D-merits, and not the whole 
Fault thrown upon the Little, and the Great on- 
ly eſcape due Cenſure. | As 


Mr. M= 
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As I am myſelf above the Reach of the moſt 
haughty and ſupercilious of them all, o I both 
am and ever will be free occaſionally to paſs my 
Cenſure upon them, when either through Pride, 
Negligence, or Ignorance, the Royal Navy, that 
ſole Reſource of Britiſß Glory, and the Honout 
and Dignity of the State, ſuffers by their Mif- 
management. When I ſee School-Boys made 
Captains, and gallant Officers ſuperſeded; when 
I fee Officers miſplaced, or Stations misjudged ; 
Convoys neglected, or their Ships plundered by 
naval Commanders, and Officers who behave ill 
acquitted, either through Intereſt, or the Chi- 
canry of Court Martials; then and upon all ſuch 
Occaſions, may thoſe Gentlemen who dire 1u- 
perior, the Affairs of the Royal Navy, depend 
upon hearing further from me. 8 

I hope the Reader will excuſe this little Di- 
grefſion. There axe but two more' Points to ſet- 
tle, and thoſe be what ſeem moſt to have taken 
with the Generality of the People in Prejudice 
of Mr. M=———#5 : But has this as been chiefly 
owing to the invidious and bad Infinuations of 
Mr. E, and never anſwered to any Purpoſe 
in favour of Mr. M 20, 10 it is not at all 
to be admir'd at, that he who makes a ſpecious 
Defence will be moſt regarded; and however 
Ws may have behaved beſt abroad, 
Mr. L——þ has plainly beſt underſtood our 
Conſtitution, and the Gentus of the People his 
Heart is ſet to impoſe on. 

The Points are, That previous to the Engage- 
ment, Mr. 1f————wvs never purſued his In- 
ſtructions in exercifing the Fleet; an Error never 
committed by any commanding Officer before : 
And his Negligence in this Particular was the 
Caufe of all the Diforder. the Fleet was in during 


the Engagement, 
* 92 While 
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While this firſt Article ſtands ſtaring in the 
Face of the Nation undefended, it muſt certainly 
give the People a very indifferent Idea of Mr. 
's Care and Conduct; becauſe no- 
thing is truer than the Neceſſity, as well as the 
Order of practiſing this Kind of Diſcipline. It is 
of Importance firſt to know who forms this Charge 
againſt Mr. s? and why? It is the Man 
himſelf who had the Command of this Fleet ab- 
ſolutely, from April 1742 to the Time of Mr. 
A——xes's Arrival, and from thence in Effect to 
the latter End of December 1743, when Mr. 
Me enter'd more particularly on his Charge 
at Hieres. Previous to Mr. J. k's Command, 


the greater Part of the ſame Fleet had been a 
confidecable Time under the Direction of Mr. 


Haldock, the whole together, as I can recolle&, 


near abour, three Years. This Fleet under the 
Government: of Mr. Haddock and Mr. L k 
had been exercis'd thoroughly, or they had not : 
It they had, then the Reaſon as to one Part is 
very evident why they were not exerciſed during 
the fix or ſeven Weeks Mr, AN was really on 
Duty, becauſe there was neither Opportunity nor 
Neceili:y for doing it, And if theſe Othcers aforeſaid 
did not exerciſe the Fleet, eſpecially Mr. L A, with 
what Face can he charge Mr. -es of Neg- 
ligence? The Truth of the Matter is, that Mr 

Ad 225 was employcd the greateſt Part of 
the Time aſhore, concerting Meaſures with the 


Court of Turin, and did not go aboard the Fleet 


till he was aſſured the French and Spaniards 
were preparing to put to Sea, He went on board 


the latter End of Decerzber, and on the gth of 


February following both Fleets were in Motion: 
In the Interval, Part of the Fleet was employ'd 
in the beſt Kind of Exerciſe imaginable, vis. in 
cruizing and watching the Motion of the * 
an 
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and the main Body ever ready to weigh at a 
Moment's Warning to attack the Enemy. What 
Exerciſe Mr. L——k means during this Space, is 
inconceivable. He can never mean that the Fleet 
ſhould have been often under {ail for that Pur— 
poſe ; becauſe while _ lay at Anchor in Hieres, 
they were always ready to attack the Enemy 
when they ſhould come out of Touflon Harbour; 
but had they put to Sea for the Sake of Exerciſe, 
it is very uncertain where they might have been, 
fince he well knows they could not command ei- 
ther the Winds or Currents, and conſequently 
would have hazarded the letting the Enemy 
out, the greateſt Error that could poſſibly have 
been committed ; ſo that in the Whole Mr. L—k 
had much better have ſaid, that the Fleet had 
been ſo well exerciſed under his Care, as that 
no Commander was well able to miſtake his Du- 
ty, inſtead of ſaying they were not exerciſed un- 
der Mr, A ws, which was impracticable, 
ſince Mr. L k had the Direction of them, 
either abſolutely or in Effect, above eighteen 
Months, and during that Time often at Sea; 
Mr. -es only in Effect about ſeven Weeks, 
an 1 during that Time waiting the Motion of the 
Enemy at Anchor: For Mr. J k will not 
preſume to ſay, he had not Power to exerciſe the 
Fleer, while Mr. 1/——t#s was abſent, which 
every Navy Officer muſt know to be falſe, Ir is 
evident, therefore, that either Mr. J. k did 
not do his Duty, or that the Fleet was well ex: 
erciſed: And it is as evident that Mr. M 5 
could not, during the Time he was actually on 
Service aboard the Fleet, exerciſe them otherwilc 
than he did, without being highly blameable. 
If any body ſhould be weak enough to ask, Why 
Mr. Al 5 was no ſooner aboard the Fleet, 


or what Bufineſs he had fo long aſhore? THe 1+ 
| 0 
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only to be anſwered, that ſuch was his Majeſty's 
Pleafure; and when 1t pleaſes him to employ, 
or the Nature of the Affair requires it, it is as 
much the Buſineſs of the command ing Officer of 
the Fleet, at one Time to be afhore, as at another 
Time to be on board the Fleet; and this more eſpe- 
cially, when it is preſumed that he who has the 


ſjecond Command is both capable of, and willing to 


do his Duty. And here ends the wonderous Charge 
againſt Mr. 's Conduct, I hope to the full 
Satisfaction of the Reader; altho' I can't help ob- 
ſerving further, on a Matter conſequent of this 
idle Charge, that on the Fleet's coming out of 
Hieres Bay, they were all in Confuſion. This, 
if it relates to want of Experience in the Officers, 
lies like the other wholly on Mr. Z- k ; 
fince it appears that he ſhould have taught them 
better. But be himſelf ſhews, it was chiefly 
owing to ſuch Incidents as naturally throw all 
Fleets into Confuſion, viz. little Winds, Swells, 
and Curtents. Can any Thing in Nature be more 
rtdicuJous than this Manner of accufing a Supe- 
rior? Firſt, to make him anſwerable for Mr. 
2's own ͤ Miſconduct; and next, for not 
being able to command the Winds, Seas and 
Currents. But what is it a wicked deſigning Man 
won't ſay? And what is it a credulous, unthink- 
ing People won't belie ve, that is told them with 
a good Aſſurance? 

The laft Point TI ſhall meddle with, is the Af 
fair of leaving off Chace when the Enemy had 
the crippled Ships in tow. This is a Charge on 
Mr. M——js, if poſſible, more wicked and ri- 
diculo.s than the former; and ſhews to what 
wretched Reſources that Man is driven, who dare 
firſt do every Thing to diſhonour his Country, 
and then to cover himfelf under the Accuſation 
ot another, 

To 
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To give this all imaginable Force and Clear- 
nels, it's neceflary to return back, and reconſider 
the Situation of the Fleet to the Inſtant of Time 
this filly Charge commences. It is there obſerved, 
that the Enemy ſail'd three Foot to our one; that 
they would not therefore ſuffer our Fleet to come 
fairly up with them; and that conſequently the 
attacking their Center, and Rear, was the on! 

Means left of brir ging on a general Battle. The 
A I did fo, and by a fatal Experiment found, 
he was neither to be ſeconded by his own Divi- 
fion, nor by the Vice A I's That there 
were not more than ſeven Ships would fight in 
the whole Fleet; that thoſe that did fight diſabled 
the Enemy ; and that thereupon the Van of the 
Enemy's Fleet tacked, and ſtood to the Relief of 
their Friends; and, being much ſuperior to the 
fighting Ships in our Fleet, took their own dil- 
abled Ships in tow, and made the beſt of their 
way off with them. After this, who can conceive 
either the Meaning or Uſe of chacing them? 
Will Mr. L——k preſume to ſay, that the fame 
Enemy, who. in the Face of our whole Fleet 
could {ately relieve their diſabled Ships, and 
carry them off in Triumph, would fuffer thoſe 
fime diſabled Ships to have been taken from 
them by his Squadron, ſuppoſing they would have 


fought the Enemy, which is not quite fo clear as 


one could wiſh? And ſuppoſe they would, con— 
ſidering the previous Facts, Who mult have ſe— 
couded them? Since three of the fighting Ships 
in the two other Diviſions were diſabled, confe- 
nently but four ſerviceable Ships were left out of 


both, for that Purpoſe ; and does Mr. J k 


preſume that his Squadron with four more Ships. 
could have beat the whole French Fleet, and re- 
took their diſabled Ships? If not, to what End 
was he to chace ? Unlets he intended to _— 

| : thoſe 


[ 160 ] 


thofe few Commanders who were willing to fight, 
to the ſuperior Power of the Enemy, which muſt 
obviouſly have been the Cace, had the Chaſe 


been continued. 


Thus have ve fairly and impartially related 
the Tranſactions between the two Admirals, 


and have given each of them the Liberty of 


pleading his own Cauſe, and to ſay what he 
can for himſelf. But perhaps this Affair 
will appear ſtill in a clearer Light, when 
ve have read the Journal of the French 
Admiral M. De Court, which we ſhall next 
introduce. After which we ſhall give the 
private Sentiments of ſome Engliſh Officers, 
bat were in the Engagement, and which 


they gave an Account of in Letters to their 


Friends. 
4 Journal of the Proceedings: of Monſieur 


de Court from the Time of his Departure 


from Toulon, Feb. 10. 7% the Time of 


his anchoring in Alicant Bay, the 27th, 


ditto, N. S. 


The 20th. 


JE French and Spaniſh Squadrons being 
in Toulon Road, got under Sail fine Wea- 
ther, moderate Gales, Wind at N. W. At 7 in 
the Evening all the Ships were under Sail, but 
the Admiral fearing their running aboard of one 
another, anchored with the Fleet under Saint 
Margarct's at 10 in the Evening. = 
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The 20th. 


In the Morning ſaw the Leopard with the Rails 
of her Head, and gammoning of her Bou-ſptit 
gone, Oc. Her Soldiers were taken out and diſtri- 
buted amongſt tlie other Ships; and ſhe went in 
again to the Harbour to refit; the reſt of the 
Fleet got under Sail, Wind at W. ſtnall Breezes: 
Employed all Day in forming a Line of Battle 
upon a Wind, without the Spaniards being able 
to get into it, either becauſe their Ships went 

badly, or were badly managed. 


The 21ſt. 


At Sun-rifing diſcover'd the Engliſh Fleet un- 
der Sail, with the Wind of Shoar about N. E. 
ſtanding out of Hiere's Bay to the Number of 38 
Sail. The Admiral made the Signal for the Line 

of Battle upon a Wind which was badly put in 
Execution; little Wind at N. N. W. with a great 
weſtern Swell, ſteered to meet the Eugliſh, who 
were ſtand ing towards us, with little Wind at 
E. N. E. the Winds variable from N. N. W. to 
E. N. E. but at laſt the Eaſterly Wind prevailed, 
unhappily for us. | 

In the Evening the Engliſh kept in Shore a- 
bout the Diſtance of two Leagues off. 

At eight in the Morning brought to under our 
Topſails with our Heads off. 


The 22d ditto. 


The Wind variable from the N. E. to the E. 
N. E. Cape Siccie bearing N. E by N. Diſtance 
ahout eight Leagues, the French and Span. 
Squadrons being about 2 or 3 Leagues to Lee- 
ward and a-ſtern of the Zg/ifp, Moni. de Court 
made the Signal for the Line of Battle upon a 
Wind, the Spaniards compouling the Rear; upon 
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the Account of the Nearneſs of the Fnglifh, who 
were bearing down; the Rear being very much 
extended, o that from the headmoſt Ship of 
their Van to the ſternmoſt of their Rear the Di- 


ſtance was at leaſt three Leagues; our Fleet was 


allo too much extended, and might take up about 
two Leagues. We obſerved that the Znglih had 
about 30 Ships of the Line, whereof three from 
a4 to 90 Guns were in the Center of the Rear, 
three of 90, and two of 79 in the Center, and 
three from 84 to 90 in the Center of the Van, the 
reſt from 6o to 50. ä 

At One in the Afternoon, the Fleets being in 
this Dilpofition, the Eugliſa Rear a great way 
off, the Znglih Admiral; a breaſt of the Roya! 
Philip, Commandant of the Spaniards * Vice Ad- 
mira] Z.eftock a- breaſt of the Terrible, Mon/. ds 
Court, at the Diſtance of. a large Gun Shot of 36 
Pounds. Mr. Mathews the Engliſh Admiral, 
bore down ſhort with the main Body of the Bat- 
tle, within a ſmall Gunſhot of the Royal Philip. 
and begun the Engagement very briskly, In 
{pite of all the Superiority of the Hygliſh Ships, 
Den Navarro bravely bore the Fire for above 
three Hours, which was 1o terrible, that nothing 
was ſeen but Fire and Smoak. The Van of the 
Engliſh Fleet did not begin to Fire, till 2}y/. 


We Sorgues fired a 36 Pounder at f Vice Admiral 


Leſtock, which reached him; then the Terrible, 
Sertens, St. E/prit, Solide and Diamant fired, 
but tbe latter Icit off the 18 Poundets, not being 
able to reach the Znglifp, who kept their Wind 
in fuch a Manner, that the three headmolt Ships 
of their Van, never durſt come within Gun-ſhot; - 
for this Reaton all the other French Ships had it 


not 1o much as in their Power to engage. At 


* Rea, Admiral Rowley. Þ Rear Zan rol Rowley. 
thee? 
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_ three the Admiral made the S1gnal for the Van 


to tack, to come te the Aſſiſtance of the S194 - 
niards,. and cut of Mr. 1arhoes, who by his 
bearing down, had expoſed, himfelf to be placed 
between two Fires: Unfortunately for us the Sig- 
nal was not immediately perceived, and was not 

ut in Execution till very late; we were even 
obliged to make the Tyench tack altogether, to 
diſengage Don Navarro aud the Spaziards, which 
made Mr. Mathews continue to have the Wind 


of us, agd the Engagement to ceale with the Day; 


for the Night had as great a Share of that as the 
Approach of the Fycneh. Our Fleet being got 
together, Jay to under our Topfails all Night: 


In this Engagement the Syaniards bore the Fire 
of the main Body and Rear of the Eugliſh Fleet. 
The Royal Philip having with great Reſolution 


and diſtinguiſhed Bravery, made Mr. Mathore's 
and his two Seconds abandon the Fight, cauſed a 


Fireſhip that was ſent againſt him to blow up, 


out of which. four Men only were ſaved ; and 
ſhot away a 90 Gun Ships main and mizen Mats: 


Don Navarro had two ſight Wourds, Mr. 4: 


Girandin, Captain of the Colours was mortally 
wounded, and 500 Men killed and wounded. The 
Spaniſh Ship the * Pocberfu of go Guns, Don 

arent Captain, for two Hours, bore the Fire of 
Fre Ships of 60 Guns within Musket Shot; loft 
her main Maſt, and fore and mizen Topmaſts, and 
remained between both Fleets: The Angliſb ſent 
to take out the Captain and the Boatlwain, and 


left an Officer and twenty Men on Board of her, 


whom they durſt not ſend to fetch away again, 
ſeeing the French rejoin this Ship. 


The 23d. 
At Sun riſing the Wind at N. W. light Breezes 


*I Spaniſh called the El Poder, 
- taw 
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faw the Fnglifh Fleet about 4 Leagues to Wind- 
ward, and made Cape Sicie N. N. E. about 13 
Leagues. The Hercules, a Spaniſh Ship being 
within Gunſhot of the Eugliſo, engaged about 
an Hour, made up to her Afﬀiſtance, and ſhe 
rejoin'd us, but not without ſome Damage. The 


Enuzliſh Fleet bearing down upon ours, tack'd 


upon the Powerful to take Poſſeſſion of her, and 
at Noon brought to, under our Topſails. Wind 
at N. E. light Breezes: The Admiral ordered 
the Diamant to take out as many of the Powwer- 
full's Crew as ſhe could, ſeveral other Ships alſo 
1ent their Boats; at one o'Clock no Body being left 
on Board, the Admiral's Officer ſet her on Fire, 
and the Diamant made Sail to put the Spaniards 
on Board of Don Navarro, At two o'Clock the 
Fleet bore away before the Wind in the Line of 
Battle; in the Evening the Engliſh Fleet haled 
their Wind, at 9 ditto ſaw the Pozwerfu} blow 


up. 

| | The 24th. 

At Day break the Winds variable from N. N. 
W. to N. N. E. freſh Gales and a great Sea, the 
Fleet was obliged to bear away ſteering W. S. W. 
faw nothing of the Eugliſ; a Spaniſh Ship hav- 
ing her Topmaſts carried away, and ſeveral others 
damaged, ſteer'd 8. W. with an eaty Sail, be- 
cauſe the Royal Philip being towed by the Va- 
bella, was afraid of {training toy much the Ship 
ese | + 

At 4 in the Afternoon made Cape Creux, dil. 
tance about five Leagues brought to, Wind at 
F. N. E. ſtrong Gales, all the Spaniards being 
damaged, continued their Rout to look for a 
Place of Shelter where they might refit, 


. 
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| The 25th: | 
At Day-break no Spaniſ Ship in Sight, Wind 
at N. E. freſh Gales, ſteer'd to reach the Coaſt 
of Spain to ſee tor the Spaniards: Run under an 
eaſy Sail all Night. g 


T he 26th, 


At Sun rifing ſaw the Iſland of Majorca, Wind 
from S. E. to E. S. E. freſh Gales ; continued our 
Courſe at 8. W. under an eaſy Sail all Night. 


4133 | 
At Sun rifing made the Iſland of Belgran Eaſt 
Diſtance fix Leagues, crowded Sail, the Wind at 
North, a fine Gale, ſteering Weſt and by South 
along the Coaſt ; at five in the Evening anchored 
in Alicant Road. 


N. B. The above is a true Copy which came from 
Marſeilles, procured there, from the Secretary 
to the Marquis de Mirepoix, Commandant of 
Provence, to whom the Original was addreſſed, 

_ by Mon/. de Court from Aliant. 


A Journal from on Board of H IS MajtsTyY's 
Ship N k, March 10/5, 1743-4. 


| February 8. 


HE Minchelſea having ſtood a-thwart the 
Petite Paſſe of the Bay of Heres, hoiſted a 
blue Enfigna at the main Top-maſt Head, and 
lower'd it a great many Times, as the Signal that 
the French and Spaniſh Squadrons were under 
Sail, coming out of Toulon Road; and the Effex 
under the Iſland of Porqrercls repeating the lame 
Signal, the Admiral antwered both, by firing a 
T 
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Jun; and made the Signal for the Fleet to un- 
moor. We hove fhort, the Enemy having ſtood 
in Shore again; we did not weigh, but continued 
to lie ſhort all Night, clear for Action. At 8 
His Majeſty's Ships the Oxford and Guernſey got 
under Sail, and went out in the Grand Paſſe, to 
obſerve the Enemies Motians. | 


1 February g. | 

At eight in the Morning, the Durſley and 
Xcieck tailed to the Southward..» At Nine, the 
Eher made the Signal that the Enemy had got 
under Sail; and at Ten o'Clock the Admiral 
having made the Signal to weigh, the whole 
Fleet got under Sail with great Chearfulneſs and 
Expedition. 'Then' the Signal was made for the 
Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle a-head, the 
Vice Admiral's Divifion leading on the Starboard 
Tack. At Eleven, the Signal for Lieutenants on 
Board of the Admiral ; and half an Hour after, 
the Signal was made for the Van of the Fleet to 
. tack. As the combined Fleets haled their Wind 
and kept to Windward, we continued under Sail 
till duskiſh, and anchored per Signal. The Var— 
2vick having ſtood in too nigh the Shore by the 
Charter-Houſe, ſhe was obliged to come to an 
Anchor, to ſtrike her Yards and Topmaſts, and 
to lighten, before ſhe got of the Ground again, 
which ſhe did without any Damage. 


| Februar 'Y 10, I a+ 

At Six in the Morning, the Fleet weighed pe, 
Signal; and at Seven the Signal was made by 
the Admiral for the Ships that led on the Star- 
board Tack to head large: Accordingly the Flect 
made Sail with little Wind off Shore. Ar ten 
Clock faw three Ships to the Eaſtward under 
 Zovant land, which proved to be the Boyire, 
CHCHiCT 
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Chichefter, and a Victualler from Aſubon. They 
ſaluted the Admiral, and joined us very oppor- 
tunely ſoon after. — Saw the Enemy, having very 
little Windy ſtanding towards us in à Line of 
Battle, At the ſame Time we had a Tittle Air of 
Wind Eaſterly, with a very. high Swell in the 
Southern Paſlage, the Ships being all in a Cluſter 


together, employ'd our Boats to keep clear of 


one another, as did every other Ship; and at 
laſt, with ſome Difficulty, eſcaped Danger. 

At One o'Clock, proving calm, the Fleet brought 
to by Signal. —— At Two, we made Sail again, 
and the Admiral made the Signal for the Line 
of Battle a-breaſt; but the Sea and little Wind 
preventing us getting near enough the Enemy 
before Night, who had already brought to in a 
Line of Battle ; the Admiral at fix o'Clock made 
the Signal to bring to on the Larboard, Tack, 
and we lay to all Night very nigh the Enemy, 
with Cruizers between us and them, to obſerve 
their Motions : Being little Wind, Cloudy, with 
an ugly Swell. 


February 11. 

In the Morning, the Enemy appeared to be 
further off than the Night before; and they had 
made Sail with little Wind Faſterly, their Lar- 
board Tacks on Board. The Vice Admirals 
Diviſion compoſing the Rear of our Fleet, with 
the Tarboard Tacks on Board, was not cloſed with 
our Centers, but a great Diſtance off; neither was 
the Rear's Diviſion, compoſing the Van of our 
Fleet, ſo cloſe as they ſhould have been. — Our 
Fleet made Sail, and the Admiral made the Sig- 
nal for a Line of Battle a-breaſt. Soon after— 
wards the Signal for the Commander in the third 
Poſt to make more Sail; then the Signal for the 
Commander in the ſecond Pult to do the lame. 
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At eight o'Clock, the Signal for the Van of the 
Fleet to lead large, in chace after the combined 
Fleets ſtanding to the Southward ; but their Ships 
being all clean, they drew very faſt a- head of us. 
At nine o'Clock, the Royal Oak, with two Vic- 
tuallers from Mahon, having fallen ia to the Eaſt- 
ward of us very Juckily came into the Fleet, 
Half an Hour aſter, the Signal for a Line of 
Battle a-head. At Ten, the Signal to engage the 


Enemy, which Signal the Rear- Admiral repeated, 


tho' the Vice- Admiral did not; which occaſioned 
various Conjectures. About One o' Clock, 
the French Fleet going very faſt a-head, and 
leaving the Rear of their Fleet ſome Diſtance off 
a-ſtern, which was the Spaniſh Squadron; the 


Admiral like himſelf, finding he could not come 


up with them, took this Opportunity, and bore 
down with the Marlborough upon the Royal Phi- 


lip, on Board of which was Don Navarro, the 


Spaneſh Admiral, and began the Action with 
great Intrepidity. At the ſame Time we in the 
Norfolk bore down, and engaged the Spaniſh Ad- 
miral's Second a head, till we made her fick of it, 
and take to her Heels with all her Sails abroad; 


not daring however to follow her, but compelled 


to keep in the Line of Battle. A great Unea- 
ſineſs to our brave Captain, all the Oificers, and 
Men, to continue in this Manner idle Spectators. 
Our Rigging, Maſts, and Yards having 
been much maul'd and ſhatter'd, and tho' we had 
heen at it above an Hour and a Quarter, yet we 
had only Twelve Men killed, and twenty-five 
wounded. The Ships a-head of us engaged the 
reſt of the $9411 Squadron a-head of our Run- 
away; and the Ships a-ſtern of the Admiral and 
Marlborough, engaged the Ships a ſtern of the 
Spaniſh Admiral. — Ihe Vice, and his Diviſion, 
baving not come vp. In the mean while Rear 


— 


2691 
I R—wi—y on Board of the Barfleur, 


Ad 
with the Princeſs Caroline his Second, engaged 
the French Admiral with his Diviſion ; and con- 
tinued the Fight with great Obſtinacy and Judg-— 
ment, aſſiſted moſt couragiouſly by the Caroline, 
till the French Admiral with his Seconds run 
from them, after a very warm Engagement near 
two Hours long. The reſt of our Van keeping 
their Wind with great Diſcretion, prevented the 
Enemy from Tacking and Weathering upon us, 
to the Applauſe and Reputation of the Officer 
who led? fince, by bearing down upon the Enemy, 
the French muſt have got the better of us, being 
three Ships there to Gur one, including the N m- 
ber of their Van and Center. The Admiral and 
Marlborough being juſt aboard of one another; 
to avoid which, the Admiral was obliged in the 
Heat of Action te make Sail ahead ; his Maſts, 
Yards, and, Rigging being much damaged and 
ſhatter'd, ſo that it was with much a do he could 
work or manage his Ship. In this Condition, 
when the Marllorough's main and mizen Maſts 
were ſhot by the Board, and ſtill continued to 
fire upon the Enemy; the Royal Philip being 
altogether diſabled, her Seconds gone, the Ships 
a ſtern not yet come up, the Ann? Galley Fire- 
ſhip was ordered to prime with the utmolt Di- 
patch, and go down upon the Spaniſh Ad misal 
and” burn him. But the Captain's want of Rea- 
dineſs, and great Delay, were the principal 
Cauſe of preventing the Execution of this Eat-r- 
prize at the ſeaſonable Time o:dered and ex- 
pected, and by ſome unlucky Accident or other 
he blew up along ſide of the Royal Philip. All 
ber way down, the Enemy kept conſtantly firing 
at her; nothing was left un- executed in the Pouer 
of the Admital and Marlborough tor her Pro- 
tection; yet ſhe, unhappily miſcarried, nut with- 
* 
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out poſitive Aſſertions, that it was in ſome mea- 
{ure owing to the Miſconduct or Neglect of ſome 

Otficers, too great for me to name; but whether 
true or falſe, will, no doubt, hereafter appear. 
It is univerſally acknowledged, that the Admiral 
in the Namur, the Rear-Admiral in the Barfieur, 

Captain Cornwall (whoſe melancholy. Fate will 
ever be lamented as a brave Officer, and his Judg- 

ment and Reſolution will ever be pointed at, as 

an Example to all others) of the Marlborough, 
and the Officers on whom the Command devolved 
after his Death; Captain Forbes of the Norfolk, 
and Captain Osburn of the Princeſs Caroline, be- 
haved like great Officers * with Fear, 
Patriots, and Seamen. — Who did not equally 
do their Duty to their King and Country, in 
ſerving them faithfully, in the Deſtruction of the 
combined Fleets, it is to be hoped Time will 
ſhew, it does not become me to utter my 
Thoughts; it is too delicate a Subject for me to 
touch upon. In ſpite of the Sterling-Caſtle's 
Endeavours to the contrary, the Van of the French 

Squadron tack'd, which obliged the Rear-Ad- 
mira] to tack alſo, in order to come and join our 

Center; while the French Fleet did not fire at 
our Van, but purſued their Courſe for the Pro- 
tection and Relief of the Spaniſh Squadron. The 
Powerful, a Spaniſy Ship of 64 Guns, having; 
been attacked by the Somerſet, Princeſſa, Bed- 
ford, Kingſton and Berwick, after a reſolute De- 
fence, being diſmaſted, ftruck ; whereupon ſe- 
vera] Boats boarded her, but the French Fleet 
coming upon them, retook her again, with the 
Lieutenant of the Beravick and twenty-five of her 
Men.——The Admiral had haled down the Sig- 
nal for the Line of Battle; and at Five o' Clock 
wore with his Head in Shore, and made the Sig- 
nal again for the Line of Battle a-head. The 
1 : Ships 
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Ships of the Enemy that were a- ſtern of the Roy- 
al Philip all Day, now having come up to cloſe 
with their Chief, kept firing at the Admiral; 
the French Fleet being alſo joined with the Sa. 
niards, Night coming on, Firing ceaſed, and we 
ſtood with the Starboard Tacks in Shore—leaving 
the major Part of the Spaniſs Squadron almoſt 
dieſtroyed and torn to Pieces. — At eight o'Clock 
the Signal to tack, little Wind variable, with a 
Swell all Night.- 


February 12. 


'The Namur's Maſts having been greatly wound- 
ed, the Admiral hoiſted his Flag on board of the 
Rufſel.——At 6 o'Clock ſaw the Enemy to Lee- 
ward, bearing 8. W. by W. of us, diſtant fix 
Leagues -the Wind being about N. E. At 
the fame Time obſerved the Somnerſet to be en- 
gaged with one of the Enemy, at ſome Diſtance 
from their Fleets, They parted after ſeveral 
Diſcharges. At 9 o'Clock, the Vice Admiral 
made a Signal for his Diviſion to chace to the 
8. W. At ir, the Admiral made the Signal for 
the Line of Battle a-breaſt, and the whole Fleet 
gave Chace in a good cloſe Line. But the Ene- 
my making what Sail they could from us with 
the crippled Ships, and there being little Wind 
all Day, at Duskiſh the Fleet brought to, in 
ExpeQation of renewing the Attack next Day. 
At nine o'Clock, the ex ſet fire to the Poder, 
and ſhe burned and blew up in half an Hour, 
being deſerted by the Enemy. 


Jas February 15. | 
At 2 o'Clock in the Morning, the Signal was 
made to make Sail. Accordingly we did, blow- 
ing pretty freſh at N. E. At Day break ſaw the 
Enemy bearing down N. N. W. of us, juſt able 


2 Ef) 


t he 

to ſtand with them. The Admiral made the 
Sigval for the Vice-Admiral and his Diviſion to 
give Chace; and the Fleet followed with all 
their Sail abroad that they could carry; but the 
Enens Ships being all clean, they went from 
us, the Wind increafing to put us by our Top- 
fails, many of our Ships being wooded ie thei 


ſhifting to the N. W. the Admiral made the Sig- 
ns! for the Fleet to leave off Chace, and for 
the weathermoſt Ships to bear down into his 
Wake. —— The Wind continued to blow very 
hard all Night; and the Fleet lay by under a 
Main-1ail. . c 

In this Manner did Fate, Miſconduct, and 
Backwardneſs, contribute to the eaſy Eſcape of 
the Enemv, which an Examination into will more 
amply diſcover. As to the principal Loſſes, I 
cannot be exact; therefore I ſhall only ſay, that, 

ext to the Marlbcorouzh, the Rear-Admiral loſt 
moſt Men, Next Day, after repairing our Lofles, 
we made Sail in queſt of th: Enemy, but could 
not hear any Thing of them. On the 195th made 
Sail for Minorca, and diipatched the Suther— 
land Hol pital ſhip into Mazcn Harbour with our 
wounded Men. ——— Afierwards endeavoured all 
we could to get to Windward, leſt in our Ab- 
ſence from Hięres, the Enemy ſhould convoy to 
Iraty iv Reinforcements with the Men of War 
left in Joulon Harbour. But after ſtrug- 
gling in vain with hard („ales of Wind, and ver 
bad Weather, many Ships being ditabled there- 
by, we bore: away the 28th, and next Day got 
into Mahon Harbour, to repair our Loſs with 
great Expedition, to get out to Sea as ſoon as 
poſſible. 


A Ter- 


Mafle; and the Wind alſo favouring them, and 
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A Letter from the Rupert. 


Rupert, off Mahon, Feb. 22, 1745-4. 


N the Combined Fleet's haling out into 
the Great Road at Toulon, Captain Norris, 
in the E, was ordered to anchor under Por- 
querole, with the Chatham and Feo2rſham, where 
he could ſee the Motions of the Enemy's Fleet, 
to make Signals on their Motions of failing. Ac- 
cordingly on Wedneſday the 8th of February, at 
half paſt 2 in the Afternoon, the He made the 
Signal of the Enemy's Fleet under Sail. Then 
Ad | A-—-s made the Signal to unmoor. 
We hove ſhort; and as he ſaw the Enemy ſtand- 
ing in, and anchor again, we continued to lie 
ſhort at an Anchor, on our Arms all Night; 
the Admiral having detach'd Frigates to lie with- 
out the Itland of Porquerole, to obſerve their far- 
ther Motions. | | 
On Thurſday the ↄth in the Morning at 6, 
we looſed our Sails; at 9, Capt. Norris made 
the Signal of the Combined Fleet's being under 
Sail; at 10, the Admiral made the Signal to 
weigh; accordingly the whole Fleet got under 
Sail, He then made the Signal for the Line of 
Battle a-head with the Starboard Tack, the Wind 
then W. N. W. moderate Weather. At half paſt 
11, the Signal was made for the Van of the 
Fleet to tack, on ſeeing the Enemy's Fleet ſtand 
in for the Land, We continued plying in the 
Bay of Hieres till Night; then the Signal to 
anchor, ; 
On Friday the 1oth, at 6 in the Morning, the 
Admiral made the Signal to weigh; we all got 
under Sail, and at 7, the Signal being made 


for the Ships that led on the Starboard _—_— « 
ca 
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lead large, by Noon, we all got out of the Bay; 
then ſaw the Enemy's Fleet to Leeward of us 
about 3 Leagues, endeavouring to get into 20% 


ton, they having little Wind Weſterly, and we a 


mall Air of Wind at E. S. E. and variable, with 
a great weſtern Swell, that it was with great Dit- 
ficulty, by the help of our Boats, that we could 
keep ſame of our Ships from being foul of one 
another. We were then joined by the Bopne and 
Chicheſter from England. .At half paſt 2, the 
Signal was made for the Rear. Admiral and his 
Diviſion, to. hawl by the Wind. We towed with 
all our Boats, in order to join the Enemy, (it 
being almoſt calm) till 5 o'Clock ; at 6, we got 
within two Leagues of the Enemy's Fleet; and 
the Admiral made the Signal to bring to on the 
Larboard Tack. We accordingly lay to all Night; 
but did not Joſe Sight of the Enemy. 

On Saturday the 11th, at Day-break, we 
found that the Currents had drove us between 
the Enemy and Toulon, Cape Sicie bearing N. 
N. W. four Leagues, and the Enemy about four 
Miles diſtance from us. At half paſt 6, the Ad- 
miral made the Signal for the Line of Battle a- 
breaſt. We continued edging down on the Ene- 
my, who retreated; and our Ships being very 
| foul, we could not get up with the French Fleer, 
who crauded all the Sail they could to get from 
ns; nor could our Vice-Admiral or his Diviſion 
come into the Line. The Admiral fent an Officer 


to thole Ships a-ſtern of him, in his own Divi- 


ſion, to defire they would keep the Line as cloſe 
as they poſſibly could. At half paſt 8, the Roy- 
a Oa joined us from Mahon; and the Signal 
was made for the Rear-Admiral, and his Divi- 
ſion, to lead large. At half * 9, the Signal 
was made for the Line of Battle a-head; and at 
10, the Signal for all the Cruizers, and the 
1 2 Signal 
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Signal to engage. The Admiral then bore down 


on the Enemy's Fleet; and at 1, he was-a-breaſt 
of the Real, which was the Centre of the Spaniſy 
Ships, brought to on the Larboard Tack, which 


formed our Line on that Tack, and, with the 


Marlborough his Second, began to engage the 
Real and her Second the Jſabella; as did the 
Leaders of his Diviſion, with the Leaders of the 


Spam ſo Line; and our Rear- Admiral with his 


Divifion thoſe Ships of the French Fleet he could 
come up with, and continued a warm Engage- 


ment. The five Ships a-ſtern of the Real, not 


having come up to cloſe their Line, had none to 
engage with till half paſt one; then they began 
to fre at me and the Royal Oak, which we re- 
turned, and began to engage, the Wind ſhifting 
to the N. E. ſhot us ahead of them; upon 
which J yawed to get my Ship farther a-ſtern, 
and brought Part of our Larboard Side to bear on 
them; but finding they raked us as they came 
up, I yawed again, brought our Starboard Side 
to bear on them, and continued our Fire, At z, 


the Mntlborongh's main and mzen Maſts were 
brought by the Board. At 4, the Ren} was 


greatly difabled/; then the Admiral made a Sig- 


na! for the Anne Galley Fireſhip to come down 


and burn her; but fhe blew up a-long Side, 


without doing Execution. The Cambridge, of 


the Vice- Admiral's Diviſion, now came up, and 
began to fire on the five Ships, that we and the 
Rogal Oak were engaged with; then the Admiral 
hald down the Signal for the Line. I bore 


down nearer the five Span Ships that were 


coming up to aſſiſt their Admiral, and continued 
the Engagement. At 5, the Marlborough was 
towed out of the Line; the Admiral then made 
the Signal for the Line a-head; we then imme- 
diately hauled our Wind, and formed our Eine. 


The 
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The Admiral wore round, which we that were 
a-ſtern of his Diviſion, only, did after him. 
Theſe are the Ships, vis. the Admiral in the Na- 
mur, the Dorſetſhire, Eſſex, Rupert, and Royal- 
Oak, that with the Admiral formed the Line; 
and with theſe we engaged the Real, her Second 
the 1/abella, and the other five Spaniſh Ships, 
that by this Time were come up, and got into a 
cloſe Line with their Admiral. The whole 
French Fleet being now got' to Windward, and 
bearing down upon us, and Night coming on, 
Firing ceaſed on all Sides. We paſſed on, leav- 
ing the Spaniſh Ships greatly ſhatter'd, and al- 
molt quite diſabled, the French Fleet having then 
Joined the Spaniards. There was one of the Ha- 
niſh Ships, called the Powerful, of 64 Guns, al- 
moſt beat to Pieces, which ſtruck to the Berwick ; 
but he had only. time to take the Captain and 
four of the principal Officers out, leaving a Lieu- 
tenant with twenty-three Men in her, which the 
Spaniards in the Night retook, and took all their 
Men out of her; but next Evening we came up 
with her, and Captain Norris was ſent to burn 
her; which he did, and ſhe blew up in a little 
leſs than halt an Hour. Three .Gentlemen lay 
claim to the Honour of her ; but who did her the 
moſt Damage 1s quite uncertain, Upon the whole, 
it can only be ſaid, that it was a running, ha- 
rum -: ſcarum Action. The French Ships failed 5 
Foot to our one; and the Spaniſh Ships out- ſailed 
moſt of ours, which gave them great Advan- 
tages. I think, but ſixteen Ships of ours did en- 
gage; we fairly beat them out of tne Seas; but 
molt of our Ships that engaged, had their Maſts 
diſabled, except myſelf. I came off without my 
Maſts being hurt, having only four Men wound- 
ed; but my Sails and Rigging pretty much ſhat- 
tered. Tho' I was as much in the Heat of the 
Fire as any Ship that did engage, except the 

Marlbo— 


r — 4 
1 2 


Page 17 


ww 


% == 5 | Qs FP TY as 


Lon 
Aarlborough, and Adm—l Yes himſelf in 
the Namur, who firſt began the Engagement; and 
you'll obſerve, as I {aid before, that I was an un- 
eaſy Spectator for above half an Hour, having no 
body to engage with, till thoſe five Syaniſh Ships 
came up. Rear- Adm——1 R——wl——y, and 
his Diviſion, finding the French endeavouring to 


get the Wind of us, immediately hauled the Wind. 


and prevented them. The Vice-Admiral and his 
Diviſion could not come in. At eight that Night, 
the Admiral made the Signal to tack. We had 
it almoſt quite calm, and little Wind quite round 
the Compaſs all Night. BH 
On Sunday the 12th in the Morning, the Ad- 
miral's Ship having received ſome Damage in her 
Maſts, he hoiſted his Flag on Board the Rel. 
At Six, we ſaw the Enemy to Leeward, bearing 
about W. S. W. of us, diſtant ) Leagues; we had 
then the Wind at E. N. E. upon which we bore 
away after them with all the Sail we could croud. 
At Seven we ſaw the Somerſet engaged with one 
of the Spaniſh Ships that by Accident had fallen in 
with him, then four Miles diftant from our Fleet; 
the Spaniard got away, after being engaged half 
an Hour. At Nine, the Signal was made for the 
Vice- Admiral and his Diviſion, to chace to the 
8. W. At Eleven, the Signal for the Line a- breaſt. 
Accordingly we all bore down in a good Line, and 
the French ſtood away from us, with all the 
Sail they could make; we had but very little 
Wind all Day: But by Six we got within three 
Miles of them, and brought to with our Larbozrd 
Tacks, in hopes of attacking them in the Morn- 
ing. The Burford this Night joined us from Eng- 
land, and fell into the Line. 

On Monday the 13th at Two in the Morning, 


the Signal was made to make Sail, perceiving the 


Enemy's Fleet to make Sail from us. At Day» 
| | - ligt 
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light we ſaw them bearing about Weſt of us, ſeven 
or eight Leagues, and the Wind flying about to the 
N. N. W. We could but juſt lay up with them. 
The Signal was then made for the Vice- Admiral 
to ſend Ships to chace, and we purſued with the 
whole Fleet after them with all the Sail we could 
croud ; but they being all clean, we could not per- 
ceive that we came up with them, And at Nine 
the Wind coming to the Eaſtward, and blowing 
very hard, and ſeveral of our Ships having their 
Maſts much wounded, the Admiral made the Sig- 
nal to leave off chacing, and for the Weathermoſt 
Ships to bear down to him. It blew ſo hard that 
it put us by the Topſails; and at Noon we lay too 
under a Mizen, and at Night under a Main-Sail, 
the Wind ſtill Eaſtward ly. | 

On Tueſday the 14th by Noon, being moderate, 
the Ships had then moſtly repaired their Damages; 
we made Sail to the N. W. in hopes to meet them, 
and continued that Day and N iht making Sail in 
for the Shore. + ä 
On i edneſday the 15th at Day- light, we ſaw 
Cape Creaue N. by W. 7 Leagues; and at Seven 
the Admiral made my Signal, and ordered me, 
with the 3 to go into the Bay of Roſes, 
to ſee if I could diſcover any of the Enemies Ships 
there ; which we accordingly did ; but finding 
none there, joined the Fleet by Night. Then we 
all proceeded off of Cape BajolFon, on the Illand 
of Mi norca, where we got ſafe the x7th. I com- 
pute our Loſs of Men killed and wounded to be 
near 400. This is the beſt Account I can give; 
but as far as I relate, you may depend upon it to 
be Fat. 1 1 5 

Captain Corneal} was killed in the Action on 
Board the Marlborough; but to the eternal Honour 
of his Memory, he died like a Hero, worthy the 
| | greateſt 
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greateſt Praiſe of his King and Country.” Captain 
8 of the Namur had his Arm ſhot off. Lord 
Forbes wounded by a Splinter, but not ſo as to do 
him much hurt. Lieutenant Frederick Cornwall 
commanded the Marlborough, after his Kinſman, 
Captain Cornwall, was killed ; he had his Arm 
ſhot off in the Action. Admiral R——v/ 

was ſmartly engaged with the French Commodore; 
he has loſt and his Ship 
much ſhatter'd. | 
JoRN A— 


A Copy of a LETTER om on Board 
the Namur, dated at Sea 12th of Fe- 


bruary, 1743. 


E HE French and Spaniſh Fleets failed out 
| of Toulon, as did A——1 A s with 
his Britannick Majeſty's Fleet from Hieres- Bay, 
ſtanding towards the Enemy; but could not 
come up with them that Night. The 11th in the 
Morning, we made a Signal for the Line a-breaſt. 
A—] M———& and his Squadron ſtood for 
the Center of the Prench Fleet; but finding we 
could not come up with them to engage, the 
'Admiral bore down to the Spaniſh Squadron, and 
at half paſt twelve the Namur was along-fide the 
Real of 114 Guns, and 1300 Men. At this 
Time we were within Piſtol-ſhot of him. Then 
the Admiral ordered us to begin, which was 
done accordingly by a Gun from. our Quarter- 
Deck; the Real returned it with a whole Broad- 
fide; ſo at it we went, with Courage and Reſo— 
lution. The Marlborough was our Second, com- 
manded by Captain Cornæwall, who behaved like 
a great and good Man, till an unfortunate Shot 
took off both his Legs ; foon after which the E- 
| | 992 nemy 
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Bnemy ſhot away his main and mizen Maſts, 
and by the Fall of theſe, that unfortunate and 
brave Gentleman's Death was compleated. The 
Lieutenants fought as bravely afterwards, the firſt 
of which ſoon loſt his Arm. The Spaniſb Ad- 
miral was ſeconded by the Sr. 1/abella, a 64 Gun 
Ship, and ſupported by ſix more Spaniſh Ships, 
who kept all a continual Fire on the Namur and 
Marlborough, during moſt Part of the Engage- 
ment, which laſted near ſix Hours. We at this 
Time had our Squadron to the Windward of the 
Enemy, and about one Mile and half Diſtance, 
The Admiral ſeeing that His Majeſty's Ships the 
Dorſerſhire, Ee, Royal Oak and Rupert, did 
nor bear down to his Aſſiſtance, ſent his Boat on 
Board the Dorſerſbhire, to order them to bear 
down, and engage the Enemy; but her Captain 
did not think proper. The ſame Boat called on 
Board the Ee, and defired them likewiſe; but 
the C——n had lately married a handſome Wife 
at Mahon, and could not come; neither did any 
of the reſt, but bravely ſtood the Battle at that 
Diſtance.” Had they come down to our Aſſiſtance, 
we muſt a have deſtroy'd moſt of the 
Spaniſh Fleet, if not all; and ſhofild have been 
able to have given a good Account of the French. 
At three o'Clock the Admi.al made a Signal for 
the Anne Galley Fireſhip to bear down to the 
Real, in order to board her, and burn her; but 
as ſhe came near the Real, the Enemy turned 
her Guns at her; and when ſhe was within a 
Cable's Length of the Real, Captain Mackey ſet 
fire. As ſoon as the Real ſaw [A on fire, they 
poured into her Buws a Number of Shot, which 
immediately ſunk her; when ſhe ſunk, ſhe was 
not her Length from the Real, and went down 
all in a Blaze: There was loſt in her Captain 


Aackey, his Lieutenant, and Gunner. * 
| this 
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this Time Jay right a-head of the Enemy, with 
all our Rigging, Maſts and Yards ſhot to Pieces, 
and could not get the Ship about to aſſiſt the 
2 excepting our Stern Chace- Guns, 


which we kept playing warmly on the Real; but 
all this Time we ſtood the Fire of ſix of our Ene- 
mies, — us fore and aft, and thoſe noble 
Captains of the Ships before mentioned never 
came to our Aſſiſtance ; but 1 hope will meet 
with Juſtice, | 

The Honour of the Brir;h Nation ſuffered 
much this Day, by the Behaviour of the Com- 
manders. I wont ſay it was Cowardice, or 
Treachery; but I leave that to the World to 
judge. Ad | R—wlI—ey in the Barfleur, en- 
gaped the French Admiral, and obliged him to 
run. The Barfleur was ſeconded by the Princeſs 
Caroline, which behaved very well ; as did four or 
five more, which 1s the moſt I can ſay. We took 
one Spaniſp Ship of 64 Guns, and burnt her; her 
Maſts were all ſhot away, and her Hull all to 
Pieces. We loſt in the Namur about 25 Men, 
and near 50 wounded ; among which is our Cap- 
tain Rſſel, who loſt his Arm cloſe to his Body, 
but is likely to do well; the Marlborough had 
40 killed and 100 wounded, What the reſt loſt, 
I cannot tell. The French and Spantards con- 
fiſted of 28 Sail of the Line, and 7 Frigates, 
Fireſhips, c. Ours conſiſted of 28 Sail of the 
Line, 10 Frigates, and 2 Fireſhips. + 

Here you have a Liſt of the Ships that engaged, 
* Namur, Norfolk, (bravely); as did the Marl- 
borough, Somerſet, Berquick, and Barfleur, ;—— 


* The Admiral's of the. 29th February, printed in 
the Gazette, ſays, that the Somerſet, Princeſſa, Dragon, 
Bedford, Kingſton and Berwick engaged the dpanard; 


. head. 
the 
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the Prince ſa, Bedford, and Dor/etfhire (badly). 
It may be dhe ed I have ſaid ch.” 5 ve 2 
£Z——k, nor of his Diviſion; and as I can't ſay 
any Thing in that Admiral's Favour, I chuſe to 
be ſilent; but certain it is they did not engage. 
We ſaw the Enemy next Morning at a great Di- 
ſtance ; they run away as faſt as they could, and 
being all clean Ships had the Heels of us much. 
We are now in the Gulph of Lyons cruizing to 
| wp cc, vr of them. Nothing could -behaye 
finer than the Admiral, who expoſed himſelf all 
the Time of Action, on the Arm-Cheſt, Quarter- 
Deck, and Round-Houſe, Captain P —— 5s, of 
the Dunkirk, is ſuſpended; as I hope a great 
many more will ſoon be. The Marlborough is 
at Mahon ſo bad, that ſhe will not come out theſe 
four'Moaths ; the reſt of the Fleet will be out 
in four Days. | 


m0 pe: dl 
4A LET TER from a Marine Officer in 


the Fleet up the Mediterranean, 14 His 
Father in London. R 


| | Mahon, March 4, 1743-4. 
n ap 

N Obedience to your Commands: After be- 

ing fo long in Expectation of an Engagement, 
I have for your Satisfaction and your Friends, 
ſent you this particular Account, as I was an Eye- 
Witneſs to what paſſed; and where Diſtance' or 
Smoak hindered me from making juſt Obſerva- 


tions, or made me doubt what I ſaw, I have ap- 
Hh _ plied 
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plied to ſuch of my Friends as had a better Op- 
ragbty 2 of perceiving what paſſed, very well 

nowing, the real Matter of Fact would give you 
greater Pleaſure than the magnifying Mole-Hills 
to Mountains; a Practice too frequent on both 
Sides, in giving an Account of any Action. 

: TI... - | 
Tour moſt Dutiful 


and Affectionate Son. 


Feb. 8, 1743-4. 


FIN HE Diamond and Winchelſea being ap- 
pointed to cruize off Toulon to obſerve 
the Motions of the French and Spaniſs 


Fleets, who lay with their Fore-topſails loole, 


and were ready to put to Sea; likewiſe the Ex, 
Chatham, Feverfoam, Dunkirk and Kingſton were 


ſtationed at an Anchor under the Iſland Porque- 


role, as a proper Channel to receive and commu- 
nicate all Orders and Intelligence between the 
Admiral and theſe Cruizers. Purſuant to which, 
at three in the Afternoon, the Minchelſea ſtretched 
a-croſs the Weſtern Paſſage of the Bay, and made 
the Signal that the confederate Fleets were then 
coming out to Sea, which Signal was repeated by 
the Eſſex, and anſwered by the Admiral, who 
immediately made the publick Signal to unmoor, 
and ſoon after the private one; upon which the 
whole Fleet unmoored and hove ſhort. 

Feb. 9. As ſoon as a Breeze of Wind ſprung 
up, which was about ten in the Morning, the 
whole Fleet weighed by Signal, and half an 
Hour after the Admiral made the Signal for the 


Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle a-head, 421 
f i 
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did not form it, the Wind blowing freſh Weſterly: 
Continued all Day plying to the Windward be- 
tween Porquerole and the Main in the Bay of 
Hieres, as did the Enemy on the Weſt Side of 
the low Land, being reſolved to keep the Ad- 
vantage they had of the Wind of us; wherefore 
the Admiral at five in the Afternoon made the 
Signal, and anchored again with the Fleet in the 


ays W | 

Feb. 10. At fix o'Clock in the Morning the 
Fleet weighed again by Signal, and at ſeven the 
Wind being at N. N. W. the Admiral made the 
Signal for thoſe who lead with the Starboard 
Tacks, to lead large; upon which the Vice-Ad- 
miral with his Diviſion, made Sail a-head. —— 
At ten o'Clock the Enemy appear'd in a Line of 
Battle a-head, bearing 8. W. Diſtance about five 
Leagues. Before Nuon we had the good For- 
tune to be joined by the Boyne and Chicheſter ; 
but moſt Part of this Day being very little Wind, 
with a high Weſtern Swell, greatly hinder'd our 
getting without the Iſland Porquerole, infomuch, 
that from thence, and the Ships crowdiag fo faſt 
out of the Grand Paſs, there hardly ſeemed a Pro- 
bability, even with all the Boats towing a-head, 
the Swell being ſo exceſſive high, to prevent ſeven 
or eight of them falling on board of one another ; 
yet, next to a Miracle, they all providentially 
eſcaped . At half paſt 3 a little 
Air of Wind coming from the Eaſtward, the Ad- 
miral made the Signal for the Fleet to draw into 
a Line of Battle a head, but in an Hour after fal- 
ling almoſt calm, he made the Signal, and the 
Fleet brought to with the Starboard Tacks on 
board. At three o' Clock the Admiral made the 
Signal to draw into a Line of Battle a- breaſt, at 
the ſame Time kept ſtretching to the 8. W. with 


an eaſy Sail, in order to give Room for the Ships 
2 to 
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fo form between him and the Shore; the Vice- 
Admiral doing the ſame towards the N. M. and 


the Rear dmital with his Divifion making Sail 


to get to the 8. W. but at Duskiſh he appeared 
to be a great Way ſhort of being a breaſt, The 
Enemy at this Juncture was not above two Leagues 
diſtant to Leeward, in all twenty-eight Sail of 
the Line, vis. fixteen French and twelve Spaniſh 
Ships, with eight Prigates and Fireſhips : A 
Chef d' Eſcadre in the Van of their Fleet, a Rear- 
Admiral in their Center, and the Spauiſb Admi- 
ral in the Rear with five of his Ships +head of 
him, and the other fix a-ſtern. At half an Hour 
paſt ſix the Admiral made the Signal for the 
Fleet to bring to with the Larboard Tacks on 
Board, the Enemy appearing very near our Cen- 
ter, and nearer our Rear, 

Feb. 11. It was evident at Dawn of Day, that 
notwithſtanding the many Signals that had been 


made for the Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle 


a-head and a-breaſt, yet hitherto it never appeared 
that either of them had been formed. The Wind 
ſhifting from E. S. E. after the Fleet brought to 
in the Night to N. E. and N. N. E. which brought 
the Vice Admira! and his Diviſion ſo much the 
further to Windward of the Center, as it did on 


the contrary bring the Rear Admiral and his Di- 


viſion ſo much the further to Leeward, and nearer 
a-breaſt of the Center, as the Enemy too had 


made ſome Sail to the S. E. their Line * | 


form'd with the utmoſt Exactneſs, Regularity an 


Cloſeneſs, in Courſe as this Shift of Wind brougnt 
the Van of both Fleets nearer together; it ailo 


brought the Rear of the Enemy more to the South- 


ward of the Rear of our Fleet; however, the 
Rear Admiral's Diviſion appear'd to be by much 
the Sternmoſt ; therefore the Admiral, at ſe ven 
o'Clock in the Morning, after making the Signal 
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to make Sail, with the Signal to draw into a 
Line of Battle a-head (the laſt Signal being a 
Line a-breaſt, having not been formed) made 
the Signal for he that commands in the third Poſt 
to make more Sail: And ſoon after he made the 
Signal for him that commands in the ſecond Poſt 
to do the ſame. At half paſt eight the Admiral 
not waiting for the forming the Line of Battle a- 


head; now made the Signal for the Line of Bat- 


tle a-breaſt; at nine made the Signal for thoſe 
Ships that Jead on the Larboard Tack to lead 
large: At halt paſt nine made the Signal again for 
the Line of Battle a-head. About this Time we met 
with another Reinforcement, his Majeſty's Ship 
Royal Oak from Mahon. At eleven the Admiral 
made the Signal to engage the Enemy; and the 
French and Spani ſo Fleets hoiſted their Colours, 
which they had not done before : So far we were 
greatly favoured by Fortune, three ſuch Ships as 
the Boyne, Chicheſter, and Royal Oak, not only 
to eſcape the Enemy, but to join us at ſo critical 
and ſeaſonable a Juncture, ſeemed to be a very 
bappy Omen; Providence too gave us the Wind 
of the Enemy, which was ſo great an Ad vantage, 
that it ſecured us from any Apprehenſions of their 
Fire fhips. Our Ships perfectly clear for Action, 
our Men full of Spirit and Reſolution, perfect 
Strangers to Fear; and notwithſtanding they had 
been fatigued for three Days and three Nights to- 
gether, without their Hammocks or the leaſt Reſt, 
yet their Fortitude and Courage were not at all 
abated; a Virtue to be admired in them, and 
which proves their Value, and a Demonſtration, 
that ſo often as we come to general Action, no- 
thing can ever be wanting in our Men: Yet theſe 


auſpicious Omens were not a _ to find 


the Signal given for Battle, at the Time that the 
Enemy kept in ſo uniform a Line, W all 
5 ah clean, 


1 


clean, and ſeemed to ſail as well under their Top- 
ſails as we did with every Thing ſet, while we 


were far from being formed in the Order of Bat- 


tle. [Whether this proceeded from the Number 
of Signals repeated o faſt upon one another; 
Lines of Battle a head, and Lines of Battle a- 
breaſt, without the Patience to allow ſuch a Length 
of Time, as ſo great a Number of Sbips muſt take 
with ſo little Wind to form either.] Whether 
the Center made too much Haſte, and did not 
wait the neceſſary Time for the Wings to extend 
Fenk and cloſe into a Line of Battle a- 
head or a- breaſt, or whether the Wings were any 
ways deficient in their Duty, neglecting their 


ſtrict Obſervation of Signals, and could have made 


more Sail than they did? I will not pretend to 
determine: I can only relate Matters of Fact, 
leaving you to form a Judgment: But it is mani- 
feſt there was no direct Line, the Ships very di- 
ſtant from one another, and wide of their Station 
according to the Order of Battle : The Van of the 
Enemy extending nine or ten Sail beyond the Van 
of our Fleet, which was very irregular, and to the 
Windward of one another, and almoſt all the SH. 
tſp Squadron were a-breaſt of our Center, while 
the Vice Admiral and his Divifion a-ſtern of him, 
excepting the Dunkirk and Cambridge were not 


"cloſed, thy they had abroad all the Sail they 


could make. - 
Our Fleet being in this Situation about Noon 
there appeared an Opening between the united 


Fleets, which proceeded from the French making 


Sail to the Southward and the Sp:niards were 
endeavouring to amend it, by making Sai] in or- 
der to cloſe their Line. At this very Jun&tore 


the Marlborough, the Admiral's Second, being 


very near the Namure, Captain Cornzeall itept 
upon the Fore-Caſtle to pay his Compliments to 
1 A a 2 the 
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the Admiral, who was then walking in the Stern 
Gallery ; the Admiral after having thanked him, 
expreſſed great Uneafineſs and Impatience that 
the Fleet did not form taſter, and that the Enem 
ſhould fail ſo exceedingly well, and we ſo bad. 
H. then propoſed to Captain Cormeall for the 
Mar izorough to bear down upon the Real, and 
that he m the Namure would follow, which being 
with the greateſt Alacrity ſubmitted to, without 
any Expoſtulation, the Admiral made the Signal 
to leave off Chace, [but kept abroad the Signal 
for the Line of Battle a-head : Whether this laſt 
was meant to the Rear Admiral and his Diviſion 
to haul upon the Wind, being as yet not formed, 
and by no Means able to cope with the French 
Squadron, whoſe Line, as has been obſerved, ex- 
tended above nine Ships beyond our Van, I am 
not able to reſolve, but it is certain, that Admi- 
ral did not apprehend it to mean ſo.) 

Ac one o' Clock Cape Siccie bearing N. E. by 
N. about eight Leagues, the Admiral and Marl. 
borough bore down upon the Real, and began 
the Eugagement with great Warmth : The Ships 
a heat of the Admiral bore down allo, as well as 
thoie a ſtern, but were not any thing ſo near the 
Emy as the Admiral, both being extremely 
wide ot him; [and the four Ships a- ſtern of the 
Mariborough throwing away their Powder and 
Shot in the moſt ridiculous Manner; and with the 
Oreateii Regard to Truth, I may venture to af- 
firm, that not one of their Shot did Execution 
and by all Accounts afterwards, I do not find 
that any of theſe Ships received the leaſt Hurt 
from the Enemy, ſo great was their Diſtance off, 
10 W y and cautious were = Even the R—, 
the Lerror of the Spaniſþ Privateers, the De- 
ſtroyer of roya] Fortifications, the Scourge of poor 
indigent Fiſhermen and Market Boats, and the 

ö Scowerer 
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Scowerer of the Coaſt of Catalonia, who had 
done fjuch mighty Feats there, kept at an awful 
Diſtance, where no random Shot could reach her.] 
Thoſe Ships of the Admiral's Diviſion that were 
a-head of him employed their Time better, but 
not ic well as might have been expected. The 
Namure made good Fires, and the Marlborough 
made a great deal better, and covered the Ad- 
miral from the Fire of the Real: This floating 
Caſtle of the Enemy no ſooner began to vomit 
her Fire, than ſhe ſeem'd to be moor'd with one 
Second a little upon her Bow, and the other a 
little upon her Quarter, where they played their 
Parts ſo well, that they proved themſelves to be 
Officers of great Knowledge and Intrepidity; 
their good Conduct and Gallantry cou'd no where 
be exceeded ; and the Preſervation of their Admi- 
ral may be ſaid to be owing to ſo much excellent 
Judgment and inflexible Reſolution. At two o 
Clock the Rear Admiral came pretty near the 
French Admiral, and lay ſome Time without 
Action: At laſt, upon firing at the Van of the 
Spaniſh Squadron, the French Admiral pour'd in 
upon him a Broadſide, and then the Action be- 
gan in that Quarter, where only the Princeſs 
Caroline may be ſaid to have afliſted, [the other 
Ships keeping too far to Windward, and throw- 
ng away their Shot in the Manner that the Rear 
of the Admiral's Divifion were doing : Indecd 

the -g C—ft—e and W—w—ck, the two 
foremoſt Ships in the Van, did not fire a Shot: 
Whether they wiſely kept to Windward becauſe 
they were not a Match for the French, or whe- 
ther they concluded that the Signal to leave off 
Chace, confidering their Situation, muſt relate 
to them, I am equally ignorant of, there being 
rather leſs Wind than more, ] the Vice Admiral's 
Diviſion could not get up, and the four Ships 
in 
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in the Rear of the Spaniſs Admiral, with great 
Diſcretion, and like Officers and Seamen, kept 
upon the Sheer from that Diviſion : It was nei- 
ther the Purpoſe nor the Duty of theſe four 
Ships of the Enemy to ſeek Battle with our Rear, 
They ſaw their Admiral and their Van engaged 
with our Center, which was eleven Ships, befides 
the Berwick and Kingſion of the Rear Admiral's 
Diviſion, which Admiral with the Princes Cara- 
line had at the Begining a Touch with them: 
Likewiſe the Dunkirk and Cambridge of the Vice 
Admiral's Divifion, who were all up, in all fif— 
teen Sail, not including the Barfleur and Caro- 
line, againſt eight. Undoubtedly then their 
Conduct was highly commendable, and cannot be 
enough admired, eſpecially as they had the Ad- 
vantage in their Heels to cloſe up with their Cen- 
ter as near as poſſible, as the only Means they 
nad left to protect their Chief in fo great an Exi- 
gency from imminent Danger. | 
in leſs than an Hour after the Beginning of the 
Engagement, one of the Spaniſh Ships bore away 
out of the Line, ſuppoſed to be diſabled, and 
the ſecond a ſtern of their Real, fired from her 
Fore-Chace many Shot at her, but ſhe run to 
the Leeward of the Line, and never returned into 
it again, After two Hours warm firing, the 
Aarlborougy's main Maſt and mizen Maſt were 
ſhot away; the Namure became fick too, for ſhe 
ſprung her Luft probably to knot and ſplice : 
On the other Side the Real's Rigging appearedto 
be very much ſhatter'd, her Toptail Yards hanging 
in their Slings, and her Main Yards ſhot down. 
Firipg on both Sides ceas'd a great deal, particu- 
Jarly from the Real, but her Seconds continued 
their Fire with great Briskneſs, which the poor 

Mariborougb, in ſo melancholy a Way, could not 
well ſuſtain, being the only Ship near cnougy to 
car 
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bear all the Shock, and yet not one Ship, tho? 
there were many near, was daring enough to en- 
deavour to get between her and the Enemy ; [an 
unpardonable Neglect, and deſerving the greateſt 
Penalty that martial Law can inflict. } At four 
Clock the Admiral made the Signal tor the Pin- 
naces and Barges mann'd and arm'd : Soon after 


the Anne Galley Fireſhip crowded all the Sail 


abroad ſhe could, and ſteer'd right down upon 
the Real in order to burn her, who lay muzzled 
with her Stern to our Line; ſhe went forward 
thro' the Fire of the fix SHaniſh Ships a-ſtern of 
their Admiral, the four Sternmoſt of which were 
crowding a-head, and eſcaped ſurpriſingly until 
the came, as it appeared to us, within her Length 
of the Real, and at five o'Clock unhappily - blew 
up without doing Execution. — 

It was ' obſerved, that the Real when the Fire- 
ſhip came very near her, only fired a few Guns 
of her lower Deck, being unable in that Situation 
to bring any more to bear: It was likewiſe ob- 
ſerved, that ſhe had had the Precaution to man 
a Launch or Long boat with fitty or fixty Men, 
in order to ſave herſelf, take the Fireſhip, and 
in that Gaſe-would undoubtedly have retorted 
the Conflagration on the Marlborough, who conti- 


nued alone ſo defenceleis and unprotected ; a 


well judged Undertaking, which at leaſt preſerved 
the Real from the Flames. 'The unfortunate Cap- 
tain Mackey of the Fireſhip, who, it ſeems, was 
univerfally loved; and, upon all Occaſions, ac- 
knowledged to be a good vigilant Officer, as he 
dre near kept what few Hands he had firing at 
this Launch ; but, alas! whether a Shot from the 
Enemy did the Buſineſs, or whether when the 
Launch: boarded her, he himſelf fired her, as the 
only Mcans left to keep the Evil from returning 
on ourſelves, is very difficult to make an). Judg- 
3 | ment. 
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ment. This is certain, the Launch was likewiſe 
ſwallowed w in the Flames ; and the Boat's Crew 
who eſcaped on Board the Dor/erſhire, lay, that 
they left their Captain with the Match in his 
Hand, and the Lieutenant at the Helm: How- 
ever, tho' no better Succeſs could have been well 
expected, conſidering the Condition, Vigilance 
and Caution of the Enemy, and the Fireſhip's 
having no Ships to cover and conduct her; it has 
been alledge l, that had the Captain ſeen his Sig- 


nal, primed his Ship ſooner, and been ready to 


have gone down upon the firſt Notice he received, 


the Defign might have been eaſi ly executed under 


Cover of the Namure and Marlborough's Guns: 
But that he was dilatory, contrary to his uſual 
Practice and admired Dwligence ; a Reflection he 
no ways deſerves. On the contrary, had every 
Officer from the Admiral down to the Captain of 
the pitiful] Barca Longa executed their Duty with 
equal Ardour and Aſſiduity, from the beſt Ac- 
counts J have been able to gather, it is my hum- 
ble Opinion the whole Sypaniſh Squadron would 
have been ſacrificed. 

This Miſcarriage gave new Spirits to the Ene- 
my: The Real recovered from a terrible Conſter- 
nation, and employ'd her Boats a head and a- ſtern 
to take up the Men who had jumpt into the Water 
for fear of the Fire. 

Soon after this Misfortune the Admiral haul'd 
down the Signal for Battle, alſo the Signal for 
the Line of Battle a-head, and made the Signal 
to leave off Chace, immediately hauling upon a 
Wind, having a little before X unhappy Cata- 


ſtrophe of the Anne Calley, bore down towards 
the Enemy and kept firing. At this 'Time too 
the Wind came more to the Southward, and it 
appeared that the Van of the French Fleet had 
tacked, and were endeayouring to bem in the 


Rear - 
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Rear-Admiral and his Diviſion, who had made 


the Signal for the Ships to come down into his 
Wake, and was making all poſſible Expedition 
to join our Center, I have ſaid already, that on- 
ly the Barfleur and Caroline engaged the French, 
waich continued pretty warm about an Hour 
and an Half: The Rear Admiral being hard put 


to it, in order to be enabled to fight his Jower 
Tier of Guns, he judiciouſly cauſed to be cut a- 


way his Lee Anchors, which lighined the Ports 
better than a Pin's Head out of the Water: By 
which Means, in a great Meaſure, the French 
Chief became extreamly fick of the Battle, let fall 
his Fore-topſail, and ſheer'd oF: [But theſe are 
the Suggeſtions of Fools and Children; doubt- 
leſs M. de Court, with his Experience and un- 
queſtionable Reputation for Gallantry and Cir- 
cumſpection, as an eminent Sea Otficer, could 
not poſſibly, with ſuch Seconds as he had, with 
thirteen fine Ships more for Battle, be intimi- 
dated to play thus the Fugitive: No, Sir, he 


could plainly diſtinguiſh, that the Spaniſh Ad- 


miral, with his Seconds, bore all the Brunt of 
the Battle; it appeared too, that two Thirds of 
our mighty Fleet lay hovering about him: Fearing, 
therefore his Overthrow and Deſtruction, like- 
wiſe obſerving the Confuſion we were in every 


where (ſo that a Stranger coming to look on at that 


Inſtant of Time, from the great Character we 
have acquired in maritime Affairs, and the con- 
trary To much decry'd in the Spaniards, would 
have concluded the Spaniſh Ships by their Beha- 
viour to be the Enghſp, and the Enghija, from 
their Irreſolution, want of Order, and bad Con- 
duct, to be the Spaniſh) he well-judged it to be 
Time for the Van of his Fleet to tack, more eſpe - 
cially as the Wind coming more to the South- 
ward, favoured him, and tacked one after ano- 
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ther in the greateſt Order and Diſcipline ; fo in- 
"tent was hz upon this Reſcue, and the Advan- 
tage of doubling and gaining the Wind, that tho' 
two or three Ships ranged not above a Piſtol Shot 
of from the I ——c& and S—r—ng C—ſt—e, 
yet they did not fire one Shot, when they might 
infallibly have deſtroyed both Ships: The ſame 
Complaiſance was ſhewn to the Chicheſter, who, 
as ſhe would not ſtay, was obliged to wear, which 
brought her equally near three or four Sail more: 
An inconteſtable oof that ſuch Ad vantages 
could not tempt the French to break their Order 
of Battle, or divert them from purſuing Meaſures 
that appeared to them at that Time to be of much 
more Importance.) | | 

About half an Hour paſt Five o' Clock ſo 
little Wind that the Ships had hardly Stecrage- 
way; however the Admiral, even ſo late, made 
the Signal for a Line of Battle a head; after which 
he bare down again and kept firing with ſon:e of 
his Diviſion, whether from Choice or Neceſſity docs 
not appear ; he Dor/erſpire went a little neater the 
Real than ever ſhe had been before, but f11!] at too 
great a Diſtance, as well as the three other Ships a- 
{tern of her, who with the Dunkzrk and Cambridge 
[may have been ſaid to continue (contiary to their 
Inſtructions) throwing their Shot away, and there- 
by diſabling themſelves in ſuch a fruitleſs, unne- 
ceſſary Expence, more than the Enemy.) 

The El Poder a ſixty Gun Ship, with 609 Men, 
in the Van of the Spaniſh Squadron, having for a 
conſiderable Time received the Fire of fix different 
Ships, viz. the Ca--I-ne, Som. —jſet, B .d, K g- 
ft n, Pr—ce--a and B—w--k, after a very gallant 
Defence, wherein ſhe loſt her Main- maſt, Foretop- 
maſt, and other Damage done her, ſhe ſtruck to 
the Berzech, whoſe firſt and fourth Lieutenant: 
with of his Men, took Poſſeſſion of her, 


and 
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and ſent the Captain and Otkice:s on Board the Per- 
Tick, The firſt Lieutenant obſerving the Situa- 
tion of both Fleets, wilely judged, that neither he 
nor his People could be much longer fate, finding 
the French double apace; therefore leit the Prize 
with as many Men as one Boat could carry, and di- 


rected the fouth Licutenant to follow him with 


the Remainder, leaving a Boat for that Purpole ; 
But it ſeems this young Gentleman bad not his Li- 
ber y ſo much at Heart; and he was not ſo expedi- 
tious as to get away before the French retook her 
with the Lieutenant and ſeventeen Men more. 
[All Action ceaſed with the Day; and ſurely 
Heaven ſent Darkneſs to prevent greater Confu— 
ſion, if poſſible, amongſt us, and to protect the 
Britiſh Fleet from an ignominious Defeat. At 
this Juncture I could not help calling to Mind 
the many different Hiſtories I had read of Battles, 
Ec. where a Handful of diſciplined Troops, well 


headed and conducted, have defeated, and fhame- 


fully overthrown mighty Armies, who were with- 
out Order, or the Advantage of an old veteran 
Leader; and who, to a Degree of Temerity be- 
fore Battle, held their Enemy in the greateſt 
Contempt. 


Bot did fight, both did beat, and both yr run aWay.] 


In the Night our Fleet ſtood to the N. E. leav- 
ing the poor Marlborougù deſtitute, or to be poor- 
ly protected by a forty Gun Ship; the Enemy's 
Fleet ſtood to the 8. W. contrary Ways; but 
there was but light Airs all Night to keep us 
aſunder. 

Feb. 12. At Dawn of Day we were agreeably 
ſurprized to find the Marlborough not taken, and 
obſerved the Admiral's Flag to be flying on Board 


the Ruſſel. At half an Hour paſt {ix in the 
B b 2 Morning 
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Morning ſaw the Enemy S. W. Diſtance about five 
Leagues, and at the ſame Time one of our Fleet 


to be at ſome Diſtance from the Rear of their 
Fleet. This Ship prov'd to be the Somerſet; 
[how ſhe came there was no Inſtance of her good 
Look-out, nor of the Care and Vigilance of her 
Officers. As it would be endleſs and trifling to 
repeat the many different Accounts of her own 
People, and the Terrible of Terribilities (accord- 
ing to Alillon) which ſhe 1o luckily eſcaped, let 
it ſuffice for your Entertainment, that my ſay 
they were kept in a continua! Jeopardy all the 
Night long, one Ship on her Bow, another upon 
her Quarter, and a third upon her Beam, all en- 


his Doſe: After all, this Ship play'd her Part ſo 
well, that in this imminent Danger, and the pre- 
ceding Battle, ſhe only loſt two Men, and about 
thirty wounded, including broken Skins, black 
Eyes, and ſcratch'd cent 
The Wind being about N. E. the Admiral with 
the Fleet bore down upon the Enemy, and the 
Vice Admirals Diviſion made Sail a-head ; at 11 
o' Clock the Admiral made the Signal for the 
Fleet to draw into a Line of Battle a-breaſt ; 
when at two o' Clock he made the Signal to bring 
to, in order to wait for the Rear-Admiral's Divi- 
fon, who were a great Way a- tern; but as this 
Flag-Officer miſapprehended the Signal, in repeat- 
ing it, and bringing to, the Admiral corrected his 
Miſtake, in making the Signal immediately for 
him that commands in the third Poſt to make 
more Sail. Fine Weather, the Wind at Eaſt, and 
the Body of the Enemy bearing S8. W. about fix or 
ſeven Miles; at half an Hour paſt five, the Admi- 
r with the whole Fleet brought to with their 
Starboard Tacks aboard; the Vice with his * 
ion 


engaged with one of the Enemy's, which ſeemed 


deavouring to board her, but that every one had 
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fion and the Admiral's being perfectly well for m 
ed into a Line of Battle a-breaſt, and the Rear's 
Diviſion pretty near it, then (and not be fore) the 
Britsfh Fleet appear'd in all their Strength and 
Glory, pleaſant to the Eye of every Engliſnman, 
formidable and dreadful to the Enemy: We had 
embraced great Order and Diſcipline, and our 
former Confuſion and Diſorder ſeem'd to fly to the 
Leeward amongſt the Enemy; our Line was cloſe 
and appear'd impenetrable, and if the confederate 
Fleets had before flattered themſelves with vain 
Hopes to make up in Policy and Addreſs, what 
they were deficient in Strength, theſe Expecta- 
tions proved only now to be mere Chimeras, and 
vaniſhed like Smoak from before their Eyes. 
Heaven was yet on our Side, and continued to 
give us the Wind of the Enemy, we had no other 
Loſs than the Marlborough, who was diſmaſted, 
and ordered to make the beſt of her Way for Ma- 
hon, under the Convoy of the Oxford : But then 
we had ſome Reparation in the Burford, who 
joined us this Morning from Hieres. On the con- 
trary, among the Spaniards we had the Satis- 
faction to diſtinguiſh four Ships diſabled and un- 
fit for Battle, particularly the Neal without a 
Top-maſt on End or a Yard a. croſs, excepting 
her main-top Gallant, and ſprit-fail Yards, under 
a ſprit-1ail and fore-ſtay Sail, in Tow of another 
Ship, who made all the Sail ſhe could. The 
Flag at the mizen Top-mait Head appear'd, but 
ſurely one would think, had Don Navarro the 
Admiral been alive, he would not have continued 
on Board of ſuch a Cripple. The E Poder, who 
had ſtruck to the Berwick, and had been retaken 
by the Enemy the Night before, was 1n the 
Rear of the French Fleet, and upon our drawing 
near, every living Soul deſerted her; the Admt- 


ral having ordered the Ee to burn her, the 
| Boats 


I 


Boats Crew found her already on Fire; and one 
of her Beams almoſt conſumed, tbey added to 
this flow Fire and kiadled more fore and aft, 
which ſoon made a pleaſant. Blaze, and attracted 
the Eyes of the whole Fleet. It was a fine 
Moon-light Night, and had the Seamen been 
Jaded out of their Spirits by ſuch conſtant Service 
Night and Day, yet ſuch a delighttul Proſpect 
would have recovered the moſt drooping of them, 
after an Hour's Extacy of this Sort, the Ship blew 
vp about Nine o'Clock, and a general Shout ec- 
choed thryv' the whole Fleet, from the Van to 
the Rear. 1 
The French, having been to the Windward of 
the Spaniards, in the Morning they bore down 
to join them; and all the Afternoon, and under 
the Shew of ſhitting their Line, four or five Ships 
at a Time kept bearing away, the Spaniards were 
in the Van, and their Cripples to Leeward, and 
had all the Sail abroad they could make under 
Cover of their own Ships: Their Line was very 
irregular, all the Appearance of fine Officers, his 
great Order and Diſcipline which hitherto had 
been ſo very confpicuous in every Motion they 
made, now no longer ſubſiſted. That Fleet who 
had ſhewed us that they could wheel and re- 
volve about with ſo much Dexterity, in ſuch a 
ſurprizing ſmall .Compalſs, now ſhewed a great 
deal of Conſuſion, and great IrrefoJution in form- 
ing: *Tis true, indeed, they carried ſomething 
like the Face of Battle, but nothing was ever far. 
ther from their Hearts, it was a meer Feint, and 
one without any great Gift of Penetration might 
have foreſeen that their Hopes and only Reſource 
lay in the enſuing Night, to ſteal away with their 
lame Ships, when probably they might either 
reach Carthagena, or be in the Way to meet 
with their expected Reinforcement from 8 
; | While 


900]. 
While we lay to, how vain were the Ex pectations 


of every one, nor was any Thing more talked of 
than the Advantage we ſeemed to have of keep- 


ted ing the Wind of the Enemy. It was often re- 
ſine peated, that ſhould their Fleet run, tho? they 
been had fo much the Heels of us, yet ſurely the 
vice lame Ships muſt infallibly fall into our Hands, 
pect and it would be hard indeed, if ſome of our 
em, clean Ships did not come up alſo with ſome of 
ew their Rear, and either deſtroy them, or if they 
ec- were protected, ſtop the whole, and by that 
to Means bring on a general Engagement: Many 


ſuch airy Caſtles were built; and every Bo— 
dies Expectation was raiſed to che higheſt Pitch, 
when the Admiral at two o'Clock in the Morn— 
ing, made the Signal to make Sail, the Wind 
being northerly and a pleafant Gale, but it en- 
created freſher and freſher with the Day; at Day- 
break inſtead of being within Gun-ſhot of the E- 
nemy, alas, no body could diſcern them; Hands 


ery were thereupon diſpatched to the Maſt-head, 
hs Emiſſaries of every Sort, with the keeneſt and 
nad ſharpeſt Eyes were kept upon the Stretch, all em- 
hey ployed to look out for the Enemy; until the Vice 
ho Admiral and his Diviſion who were a head, made 
aud the Signal of diſcovering twenty Sail of them : 
h a Upon which the Admiral made the Signal for 
eat that Gentleman and his Diviſion, to draw into a. 
181 Line of Battle a-head, who gave Chaſe, making. 
ng Signals for his Diviſion. The Wind encteaſing, 


the Admiral at nine o' Clock made the Signal to 
leave off Chace, which was obeyed, and then the 
Enemy unhappily eſcaped: Thus ended our Sea 
Fight ; and to no better Purpoſe were the 1 
Preparations for Battle on both Sides employe 


but 


Jer The Wind being in the N. E. Quarter almoſt all 
ny the remaining Part of the Month, we could not 
o get to the Windward to our old Rendevouz, 
es Hieres Bay, where we judged we were bound ; 
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but meeting afterwards with a hard Gale of Wind, 
where many Ships were quite diſabled, in looſing 
their Maſts by diſtreſs of Weather, as well as fal- 
ling oa Board of one another, we were glad to 
get to ſa/on, in order to be fitted again for the 
Sea, which by all Accounts cannot be done, in 

leſs than a Month, confidering the Damage done 
and the Number of Ships. (In the mean while 

the Spaniards and French have ſo far gained their 
Point, that they may now uninterruptedly carry 
on their Embarkations to Traly.) ” 

As Experience teaches us that no ſooner any 
Expedition or Undertaking proves unſucceſsful, 
than the different Perſons employed, vent their 
ſplenetick Reflections and Invectives on one ano- 
ther, every one making his own Story good, and 
bedaubing his Companions: So in like Manner 
every Ship that was concerned, railed, expatiated 
upon, and with great Art pointed out the Faults 
and bad Condutt of the others, not one Ship 
eſcaped Calumny unleſs it was the Marlborough, 
who was univerſally allow'd to behave well: It 
would be therefore ridiculous and an endleſs 
Task for me to enumerate all the Venom and 
beſpattering Dirt, the many different Cauſes and 
Reaſons given for our Miſcarriages, I will only 
relate to you what I know to be Truth, (handed 
down to.me from the beſt Authority.) ” 

Thoſe Ships of the Admiral's Diviſion a-ſtern 
of him, had repeated Meflages ſent to them to 
bear down nearer the Enemy, that their Guns 
might have their proper Weight and Efficacy ; 
(but it is ſaid that they did not do it.) 

The Vice Admiral fired a Shot at the Dunkirk, 
and the Rear Admiral called upon the Somerſet 
three Times by firing three Shot at her: Officers 
who think themſelves unjuſtly ſtigmatized, plead 
that when the Signal for the Line of Battle is 


flying, 
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flying, all Captains are bound ſtrictly to obſerve 
the fighting Inſtructions, that their Laws, Rules 
and Cuſtoms can never be diſpenſed with, even 
if they could effectually deſtroy the Enemy, or 
full the Intention of them, by more eaſy, ſafe 
and expeditious Ways: They are not to leave 
their Stations. upon any Pretence whatſoever ; 
they apprehended the Signal to be kept abroad 
to be obſerved, and according to theſe Inſtructions, 
they expected thar the Van of our Flect ſhould 
have reached the Van of the Enemy ; they did 
not dare to break the Line, or purſue, till the 
main Body of the Enemy was diſabled or run. 
The Signal for the Line of Battle was not taken 
down, nor did the Admiral fire two Guns out of 
his Fore-chace. : | | | | 
It is certain that all this Reaſoning is to be found 
in theſe Inſtructions ; {but tho' I have been near 
fix Years at Sea, yet I muſt refer you to ſome cx- 
perienced Sea Officers, who can explain the Force 


and Validity of ſuch Arguments.) By way of Re- 


crimination, it has been likewiſe hinted, that had 
the Admiral been pleaſed to ſignify his Intention 
to each Captain, as Captain Cornwal had had the 


good Luck to know it from his own Mouth, the 


Spaniards muſt have been infallibly deſtroyed ; 
or had the Rear Admiral, when the Reſolution 
was taken to cut off the Spaniards from the 
French, been immediately directed, in a Manner 
that he could underſtand, to have kept his Wind 
with his Diviſion, or tacked to come into our 
Rear; nothing then could have been apprehended 
from the French; and our Center with the Vice's 
Diviſion would not have been taken off from 
endeavouring to deſtroy the Spaniards in the E- 
vening, with fuch a Pannic when they ſaw that 
all the French Fleet were tacking to gain the Wea- 
ther- gage. 
3 | Cr Even 
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Even here at Minorca, (my cenſorious Bre- 
thren,) who ſeem to underſtand every Body's 
Trade better than their own, and are very prone 
and explicit in expoſing to ridicule the Conduct 
of all Sea Officers, interrogate me, why we did 
not purſue the Fugitives, after ſeeing the Rca 
with three Ships more ſo diſabled? Why, tho' 
we brought to ſo far to Windward of them, in 
ſo fine a Moon. light Night, when we might have 
ſo eaſily kept Sight of them all the Night long, 
by making more and more Sail as they appeared 
leſs and leſs perceptible, we did not follow them 
cloſe in the on and keep them 1a Sight, 
inſtead of calling the Vice-Admiral off from the 


Chace? In that Caſe you might have been ſure 


of the Cripples, and that floating Battery the 
Real, which would have intitled you to lome- 
thing of a Triumph? Now you muſt begin again, 
and, probably, on far worſe Terms than you ſet 
out; as they are in Expectation of the Breſt 
Squadron to reinforce them. | 

Another Obtfervation worthy of your Notice is, 
that among the Sea Officers, neither before attack- 
ing the Enemy, nor immediately after they loſt 
ſight of them, they never held one Council of 
War; this is indeed ſomething very unaccountable, 
and the Murmurers of the Fleet are ſo audacous as 
to call it a ſurpriſing Inſtance of All- ſufficiency; 
for it has been the conſtant Practice of the greateſt 
Generals that ever lived, to eſteem it of the high- 
eſt Importance in Affairs of War, to deliberate with 
many, and to decide with few; to aſſemble their 
principal Officers, to hear all their Opinions, and 
trom thence form a ſecret Reſolution to be executed 
with all poſſible Speed, FE 
I am tired of a Sea Life, and heartily fick of 
hearing ſuch Reflections; for all the Experience 


that J have been able to learn from them, with my 
| OW n 
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own Obſervation, 1s that there ſeems to be an ab- 
ſolute Neceflity that an Admiral in Command at 
Sea, like a Genera] poſted on ſome Eminence, 
ſhould not be taken up (fo triflingly) in fighting 
ſo ſmall a Share of ine Fleet as that of his own 
Ship, where his Pei ſon is not only hazarded, in 
which all the Plan of Operation is centered ; but 
in the Heat of Action and Smoak, being in the 
Line of Battle, he cannot poſſibly fee or judge 
how to make proper Signals for the Deſtruction of 
the Enemy, and to teach all Inferiors where he 
would have them aid or repulſe: Why was not 
therefore the Admiral placed in a Frigate, at ſome 
Diſtance off from the Center, where he can beſt 
diſtinguiſh with a Boat, and an Officer from each 
Ship to wait his immediate Commands, and to fly 
to put:them in Execution? In this manner the 
great Peter Czar of Muſcouy fought, who was as 
good an Admiral as he was allow'd to be a Soldier. 
But as the preſent Practice has exploded ſuch a 
Method, and placed the Admiral's Perſon ſo much 
on a Footing in Regard to the general Danger ; 
the Fire of his Eyes in Time of Action ought to be 
ſuch as to animate the Seamen, and the Serenity of 
his Countenance ought to baniſh all Fear. In the 
Heat of Battle he ought to be active and reſolute, 
yet calm and preſent to himſelf, make his Signals 
diſtin, not capable of the leaſt Miſapprehenſion, 

and keep every Ship to her deſtin'd Poſt: And if 
all the defired Succeſs ſhould nut crown his En- 

deavours, ſhould he therefore be inflamed with 

Rage, and all the Paſſions which poſſeſs a proud 

Spirit when fallen from its Hopes, he will then 

loſe the Fruits of all his Talents, and precipitate 

himſelf into great Blunders, by giving Way to 

an headſtrong Imagination, and an ungovernable 

Paſſion, which knows no Bounds [to its Veloci- 


ty. | 
9 Le The 


. — a 2 — = 
rr. ͤ——v—— — 
—_ 5 — = 
> * * — 
2 . 


— * 
— — — 
22 — 


— 
2 


—— 


— 
ow — — Ny 


— 


— . —— 
— = Ex -—— x — 
— — 


— 2 — —_ 
. 
— <e — — 
IOC RS => — 1 a 
= A — — — . — 


[ 204 ] 

The Lofles ſuſtained in this Fight are very in- 
conſiderable, excepting the Marlborough, who had 
52 Men kill'd, and 150 wounded ; amongſt the 
firſt was Captain Cornwall, who loſt his Lite, by 
keeping the Poſt allotted him with great Intrepi- 
dity, without having any Relief worth mention- 
ing from the inceſſant Fire of the Real, and her 
two Seconds! He was a gallant Gentleman, affa- 


ble, and of a fine Addreis, an Honour to the Ser- 


vice, the Darling of every Man that knew him; 
perfectly ſweet-temper'd and well bred; in whoſe 
Death the King, our Country, and all Officers and 
Szamen have had a great Loſs. Among the wound» 
ed was Lieutenant Cornirall, his Kinſman, who 
very gallantly loft his right Arm in this Action; 
an old Officer of great Merit, and yet unprovided 
for. The Barflear had eighteen Men killed, and as 
many wounded ; five of the kill'd were by an Ac: 
cident of burſting one of her Quarter Deck Guns. 
The Namure had fifteen Men killed, and about 
thirty wounded ; among the laſt was Capt. Ru ſſel, 
who loſt his left Arm; a good Officer, and a ſtout 
Mariner, who always made his Maſter's Service his 
conttant Study. 'The other Loſſes are not worth 
mentioning z neither is the Damage which was 
done the Shipping, unleſs it be that of the Marl. 
Horougp. | | TY 

The Captain of the El Poder, who was our Pri- 
ſoner, informed us, that they always Jook'd upon 
the Real as one Third of their Strength, being 1a 
well fortified and garriſoned; and that her Sides 
being lined four or five Feet thick every where 
with Junk, he is ſure that not one of our Shot 
pieiced her Sides. Her Guns from the Poop and 
Pattecaroes from the Tops, which Places were 
barricaded with Wool-Packs, did great Execution, 
and made great Havock amongſt the Soldiers up- 
en the Marlborcughi's Poop, where Captain pO 

8 1 frey 
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Frey was killed, and another marine Officer loſt 
his Arm. This Spaniſh Officer told us likewile, 
that before they ſailed from Toulon, the French 
took infinite Pains to make the Spaniards be- 
lieve, that we had only a few capital Ships, and 
that the reſt were all Frigates; that we were in 
great Want of Men, the Namure having the high- 
eſt Complement, which was no more than 300 
Men; that we had very little Powder; and that 
the Men that we had were ſickly, and enfeebled 
with the Scurvy; tho' theſe Reports might ſerve 
to animate the private Men, yet they were not at 
all credited by the Span; Officers; infomuch 
that in a Counci] of War, which was held the 
Day before their ſailing, the SHauiſh Members ar- 
gued vehemently againſt going to Sea until they 
were reinfored by the Breſt Squadron; but to end 
all Diſputes, Monſieur de Court, the French Admi- 
ral, producing the King's Order to proceed imme- 
diately to Sea, and to give us Battle; we had 
therefore no great Cauſe to be ſo impatient ; for 
from thence 1t 1s evident that had we ſtayed till 
next Day, when we ſhould have been in perfect 
Order of Battle, that, agreeable to their Orders 
before they retreated, they muſt have battled ; 
and, indeed, from their Behaviour all along, and 
Method of acting, it ſeemed to be their real Inten- 
tion. The French, who knew more of the Theory 
than the practical Part of an Officer, depending 
very much on their Numbers of Men, had provi 
ded Bridges to board us; ſome of which were ta- 
ken up, which ſerve to prove their Stupidity, Ig- 
norance and Folly. 

To conclude ; after the Enemy's Eſcape at o 
eaſy a Rare, when we had here ſo great a Strength, 
can Malice or Envy itſelf dare any longer [to ar- 
raign and] ceaſure the Conduct of Admiral Had- 
Jock; who always poſſeſo'd [a great * 15 

| | OU; 
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Soul, great Abilities, [Sweetneſs of Temper, Af. 


fability,] and great Zeal for the Preſervation and 
Honour of his Country: It was not ſufficient for 


him to have done well, but even to have put it out 


of the Power of the unthink ing Populace to blame 


his Conduct and cenſure his Actions; let us exa- 


mine his unfortunate Situation, and look into his 


Line of Battle, ſince ſuch Miracles were expected 
from him. It appears, that after a vigilant Cruize 


of above three Months off Cadis, he was neceſſita- 
ted to put into G altar for Water and Proviſion, 
to put his ſick Men a. ſhore, and to refit again for 
the Sea, when the Spaniards took that Opportuni- 
ty with theſe very Ships, and ſix more of ſixty and 
teventy Guns, in all eighteen Sail, to paſs through 
the Gut for Ftaly. He loſt not a Moment's Time, 
but followed them, having only the Marlbboroig]. 
of ninety Guns, the Seife: and Lancaſter of 
eighty, the 1pſwwich of ſeventy, the Warwick, Dra- 
gon, Plymouth and Pembroke of fixty each, five 
Ships of fifty each, and two of forty, in all fifteen 
Sail, very indifferently mann'd. He got in Sight 
of the Enemy off Carthagena; and with this paltry 
Line was that brave Man determined to attack the 
Enemy, when the French Fleet, conſiſting of thoſe 
very Ships, now joined to the Spaniards, appeared 
alſo, which forced the Admiral to ſtand off: And 
it was happy for us that the French came in Sight; 
for if we were to judge from the late Behaviour of 
the Spaniſp Officers, and the Strength of their 
Ships, that Admiral with all his Fleet would have 
been certainly deſtroyed. After this Experience, 
muſt they then not be Mad-men who blame this 
brave Gentleman's wiſe Conduct? For had he had 
a ſufficient Force to cope with the Enemy, no Admi- 
ral that ever lived would have given a better Ac- 


count of them. 


The Lines of Battle ſhew the Force on both 
C2 Sides; 


Belly; after which the Enemies ſhot carried away 
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Sides; but this may be ſaid, that all their Ships 


were complete Ships of War; and their whole Stu- 


dy for Months before they ſailed, was to fit them 
for Battle; and they were finiſhed in a very ex- 
traord inary Manner. On the contrary, our Ships 
were not ſo well fitted for that Purpoſe, and ſome 
of them were not Ships of War. [Had a Builder, 
either in France or Spain built ſuch Ships as the 
Ch—ch—ſt—r, T-, D/ e and (u. 
þ—ze, of eighty Guns, probably, inſtead of being 
knighted, he might have been hang'd. ] 


From an Officer on Board the Namure. 


Feb. 10, 1743 4. 


C I HE French and Spaniſh Fleets ſailed out 
| of Toulon, as did A——] M———s with 


that of his Britannick Majeſty's Fleet from Hiefes- 
Bay, ſtanding towards the Enemy; but could not 
come up with them that Night. The 11th in the 
Morning, we made a Signal for the Line a-breaſt. 
A- 1. N. —5 and his Squadron ſtood for 
the Center of the French Fleet; but finding we 
could not come up with them to engage, before 
Night, the Nazure bore down to the Spaniſ Squa- 
dron, and at twenty Minutes paſt twelve we were 
along-ſide the Real, who had the Spaniſp Flag at 
the Mizen top: She is a Ship of 114 Guns, and 
had then on Board 1400 Men. We were within Pt- 
{tol-ſhot when Admiral -, ordered us to be- 
gin, which was done by a Gun on our Quarter- 
Deck; the Real returned it with a whole Broadſide: 
The Marlborough was our Second, commanded 
by Captain Cornwall, who ſoon came to our Aſſiſt— 
ance, and behaved very boldly, till an untortunate 
Shot took off both his Legs, and Part of his 
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his main and mizen Maſts, by which Time Cap. 
tain Cornwalt was dead, when the Command fell 
to the firſt Lieutenant, who behaved as well, till 
another unlucky Ball took off his Arm; then the 
Command fell to the ſecond Lieutenant, who be- 
haved no way inferior to the Firſt : The Spaniſh 
Admiral was ſeconded by Za Conſtantia, and 
ſupported by ſix more Spaniſh Ships, who kept 
conſtant Fire on the Marlborough and Namur, 
and what happened bad in this Action, Captain 
Cornwall's Intention to ſave the Admiral from 
ſome of the Fire of the Real, run his Jib Boom 
over our Tafferail, which forced us ſo far a-head, 


that after two Hours Engagement, we could not 


bring a Gun to bear on any of the Enemies Ships, 
neither to afliſt the Marlborough, nor defend our- 
ſelves (our Stern-Chace excepted) which we 
played warmly on the Real, but were raked fore 
and aft by the Enemy a long Time, till we got 
our Rigging ſpliced. i 
This Engagement laſted fix Hours, and we 
had at this Time of our own Diviſion a Mile and 
half to Windward of the Enemy, the Dor/er- 
faire, Eſſex, Rupert, and Royal Oak. Admiral 
1 ſent a Boat on Board the firſt, to order 
the Captain to bear down, and engage, but they 
never did, but fir'd at that Diſtance ; when 
every Shot fell ſhort into the Sea : By this Time 
the mighty Rea} begun to grow fick of the Battle, 
and did not fire more than two Shot in half an 
Hour, being full of Warer, her Guns diſmounted, 
and a 4 Number of her Men killed and 
wounded. | 
At three o'Cluck the Anne Galley Fireſhip 
bore down to burn the Real, but for want of one 
of thoſe Ships to Windward to cover her, the Ene- 
mies Shot played fo warmly on ber, that ſhe was 
ſinking within her own Length of the Real, when 
1 Captain 
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Captain Mackey ſet fire to her, but ſhe inſtantly 
went down all in a Blaze, without hurting the 
Enemy : 'The Captain, Lieutenant, Maſter and 
Gunner, all went down to the deep in her. 

We at this Time lay right a-head of the Enemies 
Ships, with all our Maſts and Yards cut to Pieces, 
and could not get the Namur to go about to 
bring any of our Guns to bear on the Enemy, 


(excepting our Stern Chace) which we played 


as betore, and at the ſame 'Time ſtood the Fire 
of all of the Spaniſh Ships, who behaved very well, 
but our windward Ships did us no good at all, to 
the great Difhonour of the Eugliſo, who had it 
then in their Power to have deſtroyed the whole 
Spaniſh Squadron, and ſome of the French 
with Pleaſure. 3 

Admiral R—wl—ey in the Barfleur, engaged 
the French Admiral, whom he forced to run, bor 
he had three upon him at once. This Gentle- 
man was ſeconded by Oaptain Osborne in the 
Princeſs Caroline, who behaved extraordinary well, 
as did another Ship or two more, which is ſaying 


all I can indeed in their Favour. We took 4 


Sraniſp Ship of 64 Guns, called EI Poder, 
which was retaken again in the Night by the 
French, but finding ſhe muſt endanger themſelves 
to carry her off, they left her when we ſent Hands 
on Board, and burnt her. | 

The Namur had killed and wounded in this 
Action 65, the Marlborough 160, and our Ships 
that did engage, loſt in all, between four and 
five hundred Men. 
The French and Spaniſh Squadrons conſiſted 
of 28 Sail of the Line, 75 Frigates and Fireſhips, 
His Britannick Majeſty's Fleet of the ſame Num- 
ber, with 10 Frigates, and 2 Fireſhips, but with 
more Guns than the Enemy. 


The Ships that engaged, were the Namur, 
: | D d Aliri- 


1 
Marlborough, Norfolk, Princeſſa, Somerſet, Bol. 
ford, Dor/erſhire, Barfleur, Dragon and Berwick, 

It may be obſerved hitherto, I have not men- 
tioned Admiral L x, and his Divifion ; as | 
can ſay ſo little in that great Officer's Favour, I 
chuſe to be filent ; but certain it is he did not 
ergage, his Reaſons may ſome Day be known to 
the World, Admiral S has ſent him 
Home, where he muſt anſwer for himſelf. 

Here was a Court-Martial held for Trial of two 
Captains and a Boatſwain; the Captains after fix 
Hours Argument were acquitted ; but the poor 
Boatſwain was render'd incapable in half quarter 
of the Time, though lefs in Fault than too many 
among us. 

But to conclude, at Six o' Clock the Namur 
wore Ship, and run the Gantlet thro? fix Sail of 
the Enemy, who were very complaiſant with their 
Broadſides as we paſſed, which Favour we return- 
ed as faſt as we could, when Night coming on, the 
combined Fleets made all the Sail they could, ta- 
king their diſabled _ in Tow. 

We ſaw ſome Part of them next Morning, but 
ne ver came up with them after. 


P. S. Captain Rafe} loſt his Arm in the Ac. 


tion, and is ſince dead. 


Number of Men on our Side 15915. 


Number of Guns 2150. 


Ilitherto we have given the two Admirals far 
Play, and they and their Friends have had 
the Liberty of ſaying all they can for thei 
ſelves, and the Reader, by this Time, 1s 
capable 


. 
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capable of forming ſome Judgment upon the 
Whole. But as this Affair has been thought 


worthy of a Parliamentary Enquiry, and a 
ſeri Scrutiny made into it, by the Gentle- 
men of the Houſe of Commons, we muſt not 
let the Cauſe reſt in the Hands of the Plea- 
ders without Doors. *Tis true, we cannot 
give an exact Relation of all the Particulars 
that paſs'd in the Houſe on this memorable 
Occaſion ; yet, in general, it may be ſaid, 
that on the Evidence of the numerous 
Wiineſſes that were produced on both Sides, 
it plainly appeared, that neither of the Ad- 
mirals was free from Blame; and therefore 
the Houſe thought proper to petition his 
Majeſty, for a Court Martial to be held, 
where their Conduct may be enquired into 
by Perſons who are competent Fudges, At 
the Concluſion of the Enquiry, Mr. Leſtock 
made the following Speech, which he calls 
a Recapitulation, which he ſpoke at the 
Bar of the Houſe of Commons, on Tuelday, 


the gth of 2 1745. 


I Think it a Duty incumbent upon me to thank 


this Honourable Committee for their great Can- 
dour and Patience throughout this Enquiry ; and 
alſo for the particular Indulgence in allowing me 
a Chair at the Bar. I ſhall always retain the mot 
grateful Senſe of the Favours and Honour I have 
received, ſuch as will never be effaced out of my 

Memory, 
I flatter myſelf I appear in a more favourable 
Light to this Honourable Committee than when 
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ſirſt this Enquiry was opened; but it has been my 
great Misfortune that my Evidences were not arri— 
ved, to remove every Doubt or Suſpicion of my 
Conduct that may be yet remaining, tho' I appli- 
ed for their being ſent for Home ſo ſoon as I had 
procured his Majeſty's Order for bringing me to a 
Trial, which was the 20th of laſt Auguſt, now al- 
moſt eight Months ago. Thoſe that have been 
examined are only ſuch as Chance have ſent in my 
Way: It is therefore a great Concern to me that 
all my Witneſſes were not here to juſtify every 
Part of my Conduct, and render my Innocence more 
conſpicuous, as my Reputation as an Officer, my 
All is at Stake, in the Applauſe or Cenſure of 
this Honourable Houſe,  _ 
It is with humble Submiſſion that I mention, 
notwithſtanding the great Indulgence I have recei- 
ved from the Honourable Committee, that I have 
laboured under greater Diſadvantages, in the Courſe 
of this Examination, than the Gentleman whoſe 
Authority laid the preſent Suſpenfion on me. Had 
I been permitted to have croſs-examined the Wit- 
neſſes, I flatter myſelf that from their Evidence I 
ſhould have gather'd ſufficient Matter to invalidate 
their Teſtimony, and what would have made great- 
ly for me. 
beg the Indulgence of the Honourable Com- 
mittee to mention ſome Particulars. 

Capt. Marſh, of the I inchelſea, gave it as his 
Opinion, that had I ſteer'd halt a Point or a Point 
more to Leeward (as he ſaid I kept the Admiral 
always upon my Lee-Bow,) I ſhould have got up 
to engage the ſternmoſt Ships. I appeal to every 
Seaman in this Honourable Committee, whether 
it is poſſible for a Man four or five Miles a-head, 
and wide of a Ship, to judge ſhe ſteers within a 
Point, or half a Point of the Compaſs. I humbly 
apprehend as this was Capf. Alarſp's i 

| Wit 
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with regard to me, it was impoſſible for him to 
have diſtinguiſh'd ſo nicely ; and if it was ſcrupled 
at my ſeeing the Poder diſmaſted, as Capt. Marſh 
was very little ſhort of that Diſtance from me, it 
may be wondered at his ſeeing a Ship ſteer within 

balf a Point. 

Capt. Long (who no doubt was a better Judge 
than Mr. Marſp, from his Situation right aſtern of 
me) does not alledge any thing againſt my Steer- 
age, but, if I remember, he ſpoke in my Favour 
in that Point. 

And as it has been declared by ſeveral Wit- 
neſſes, that my ſtudding Sails were frequently 
ſhifted from one Side to the other, I appeal to 
the Seamen in this Honourable Committee, whe- 
ther this is not a Proof to invalidate Capt. Marſh's 
Evidence, as all the Ships a-head had the Wind 
on the Larboard Quarter. | 

Capt. Long allo ſays, that he with all hi: Sail 

| ſet could not get up with me, till I had hauled 
my Wind and ſhurtned Sail, which he ſays I did 
at Three o' Clock; but upon being ask'd whether 
the French Squadron had then tack'd, he acknow- 
ledged they had. 

If the Honourable Committee has not already 
obſerved in the Courſe of the Examination, that 
the French did not tack before the Fireſhip bleu 
up, which was about Five o' Clock; upon En- 
quiry into this Particular, it will not be denied: 
It is a Truth univerſally known, for which Rea- 
lon, I may well ſuppoſe Captain Zong miſtaken, 
and that it is evident I neither ſhortned Sail nor 
clapp'd upon a Wind, until the Signal was made 
to give over Chace, which was made on that Oc 
caſion. 

Lieut, Dorreil, of the Royal Da, declared, 
that his Captain bore down, untih he found that 
none of the Ships a-head of him would ſuccour 

him, 
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him, and he was obliged to haul his Wind again 
from the Fire of three Ships of the Enemy, hav- 
ing received a Shot in the Head of his Main-Maſt. 
As there were but ſix Ships a-ſtern of the Real, 
theſe three with her Second employ'd againſt the 
Alartborough, made tour, ſo there were only two 
left at this Rate for my Diviſion 3 and the Ho- 
nourable Committee will be pleaſed to obſerve, 
there was a great Diſtance between our Diviſions, 
and that the Cambridge and Dunkirk were poſted 
In the Line of Battle ahead of me. 

Mr. Mathews, eager as he may be to condemn 
me, will not I bel ie ve ſay that I could have taken 
upon me to have broke the Line of Battle, and 
bore down before the Time he bore down upon 
the Real, when I neither knew nor ſaw that he 
intended to attack the Spaniſh Squadron, which, 
according to the Line of Battle, and the Rules of 
War, ſhould have fallen to my Share, as well as 
what Lieutenant Knowles had told me with re- 
gard to my engaging the Spaniſy Admiral.—But 
had he ſent me a Meſſage to have gone after theſe 
Ships, or made the Signal for me and my Diviſion 
to give Chace in the Morning, before the ſtern- 
molt Ships of the Enemy were ſo much a- head of 
me, though I could not have got up to engage, 
yet poſſibly I might have kept two or three of 
rhe ſternmoſt afore the Wind, and I ſhould have 
been juſtified for breaking the Line, and not en- 
dea vouring to engage according to the Order of 
the Battle, purfuing a ſmall Number of the Ene- 
mies Ships before the main Body was diſabled, 
or run, and leaving my Station on any Pretence, 
which Injuuctions enforce Obedience, as the 1/7, 
3%, 21/7, and 247% Articles of the Fighting In- 
itructions {ufticiently bear me Witnels, 

By bearing away more than I did, would have 
{zparated me to Leeward from the Center, and 1 


{h ould 


1 

ſhould not have been in the Way at Eight at 
Night, when Admiral 7Marherrs ſent me Orders 
by the Lieutenant of the Rel, to keep near him; 
having ſhifted his Flag from the Namur on board 
of that Ship. Th | 

The Conſequences of this Raſhneſs without Au- 
thority, as Things afterwards fell out, would have 
brought the contederate Fleet between him and 
me, and it would have been impoſſible for me to 
have ſuſtain'd ſo heavy a Charge againſt Diſcipline 
and Order, when it was o obvious and plain, that 
my Duty was to do my utmoſt to cloſe with the 
Center, in Obedience to the Meſlage ſent to me, 
and the Signal for the Line which was kept 
abroad. 

In the Forenoon we went at the Rate of three 
Miles an Hour ; but when the Action began, the 
Wind had declin'd ſo much, and the Swell was 
ſo very high, that we had but juſt Steerage-way : 
And what ſerves to corroborate this Truth is, the 
little Diſtance we gain'd in the Afternoon's Sail 
upon the Marlborough; which Ship was all that 
Time in Action, loſt her Maſts, and could not 
be Tuppoſed to go any thing a-head. And ds a 
| farther Proof, the Ruſſel, my Second a-ſtern, al- 
ways eſteem'd a good failing Ship, not above 
eight Months from being clean'd, had every Sail 
fet, but could not, according to her Captain's De- 
claration, get up to cloſe with me before | ſhorten'd 
Sail, which was at Five o©'Clock, inſtead of Three 
as he imagined, fince he acknowledg'd that the 
French had then tackt. 

Captain Paulet has ſaid I reef'd my Top-ſails, 
but one of his own People has contradicted bim. 

I have produced five Witneſſes who heard the 
Meſſages from Mr. Mathervs deliver'd by his Licu- 
tenant to me on the Neprune's Quarter Deck; they 


are poſitive I never ſhorten'd Sail, nor did | reet 
that 


— 
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that Day. They kept the Deck ; one of them 
was quarter'd in the Main-Top, and it was im- 
++ orgy for me to have reef 'd without their Know- 

edge. Beſides, if the Honourable Committee 
will be pleated to conſider the Improbability of 
my reefing between Nine and Ten o' Clock, 2 
ing juſt before received Admiral Marherws's Order, 
to make more Sail, it is not likely that I ſhould 
act in open Defiance of my commanding Officer's 
Order: To what Purpoſe ſhould I do this? It 
could ſerve no other End than giving him an Op- 
portunity to deſtroy me. There was no Wind to 
occaſion this Caution, for we did not go more 
than three Miles an Hour with all the Appearance 
of fine Weather. Poſſibly, as Admiral Mat heævs 
himſelf, being in a good failing Ship, did reef, as 
did the Marlborough, the Gentlemen a- ſtern have 
been thereby led into this Miſtake. 

I appeal to every Seaman, whether it was poſſi- 
ble for me to reef Top-ſails with Studding Sails 
and. 'Top-gallant-fails abroad, and my Topſail- 
Yards flung. And if the Hunourable Committee 
had not been perfectly ſatisfied with regard to my 
Innocence in this Point, I had more Witnefles in 
waiting laſt Examination Day, ready to declare 

that I never ſhorten'd Sail, nor reef 'd my Top- 
fails. Beſides, had I done this, ſurely Mr. Ma- 
rhews would not have ſuffered ſo notorious a 
Breach of his Orders to eſcape him in his Charge 
againſt me, 

I think it neceſſary more fully to explain my 
bringing to, the Night before the Action. 

As ſoon as Mr. Marhews made the Night- Sig- 
nal to bring to, the Line of Battle a-breaſt was de- 
ſtroy'd by that Order, and the Signal for that Line 
ceas'd to be an Order to all Intents and Purpoſes. 

It I had been wiſer than Admiral Matheros, I 


could on ro Pretence have refuſed my Obedience 
| to 
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fo an Order that I did ſee, to comply with one 
that had been in Force, and could not be o the 
Moment the Night- Signal was made. 

- When the Signal was made for the Fleet to 
bring to, I happen'd to be far to the Weſtward, 
and in a Line abreaſt with the Admiral; but had 
not that been the Caſe, it would have been my 
Duty to have brought to- immediately, without 
conſidering any former Order, fince it was im- 
poſſible that both Orders could be complied with, 
becauſe two different Situations were required by 
theſe two Orders, jy 1 
It. is uſual for Ships to ſet the Admiral when 
thetè is any Probability of loſing Company; but 
in all: my Practice I never knew it to be done 
every Hour when lying to; and for what I aflert 
on this Subject, I appeal to all the Logg-Books 
and Journals in the Fleet; beſides, a Ship may 
increaſe her Diſtance from another, yet not alter 
her Bearings. And farther, had my Sight been 
ſo nicely di{cerning as to have obſerved a gradual 
Drift of two or three Miles in eleven Hours in a 
dark Night, and I had taken upon me to have 
made more Sail, which was what I could not an- 
ſwer, as it was a Breach of the laſt Order receiv'd 
(the Night-Signal to bring to) yet I muſt have 
hoiſted my Boat out, and ſearch'd out every par- 
ticular Ship of my Diviſion, to have order'd them 
to make Sail, as there is no Signal in the Sailing 
or Fighting Inſtructions, for a particular Diviſion 
to make Sail after lying by, not for bringing to 
after making Sail. 
It has been inſinuated that I held a Correſpon- 
dence with the Enemy, a Rumour that was never 
laid to my Charge by Admiral Marhz7vs, however 
my Enemies may have propagated this Report for 
want of ſufficient _— againſt me, This is - 
6. IA e 111 
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ridiculous in itſelt, that I ſhall only ſay I was ne- 
ver on Shore, but once, while the Fleęt lay at 
Hieres, and that was with the Leave of Admiral 
Mat heros, to meet a Freach Officer, who had ta- 
ken me a Pritoner in the late War, and treated me 
nobly ; when Mr: Roevlcy and Mr. Martin, now 
both Admirals,' bore me. Company all the Time 
we converſed together. 

I humbly hope that the Honourable Committee 
has obſerv'd the great Difficulty and Struggles 
there were to get ſome of the Evidence to antwer 
to the Queſtions that were put to them, relating 
to Admiral Mathe css Conduct, white at the lame 
T' tne, they made no Heſitation, but were ready to 
anſwer to every thing that made againſt me :' And 
this Method in giving their Evidence, was a Mat- 
ter of ſo much Surprize to me, that I cannot help 
mentioning again, Captain Jſarfp ſeeing a Fault 
of mine, by judging within a Point of the Com- 
paſs at four Miles Diſtance, better than he could 
fee what Admiral Marberes was doing, tho“ he was 
poſted a breaſt of the Admiral in order to repeat 
his Signals. Neiher can I let eſcape me, the indi- 
rect Practice of altering a Log. Book, on the falſe 
and frivolous Pretences that were urg' d; fince by 
comparing the Captain's Journal, and Mate's, a 
Difference was prov'd. 

-  Selt: preſervation, and in Support of the Natra- 

tive I delivered the fult; Day of the Enquiry, 
make it neceſſary for me to tretpats on the Time 
of this Honourabie Committee, by pointing out 
the true Caules of this fatal Miſcarriage, in which 
if I palliate, deceive, or miſrepreſent, may I ſuf— 
fer greater Evils than I have already, the Cenſure 
of this Rouſe, to confirm the popular Clamour and 


Fury againſt me. 


It has not been {aid by any one Evidence that 
has 
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has been examined; that we were in Order of Bat- 
tle, when Admiral Mathews bore down, and at- 
tack'd the Spaniſh Admiral. But it has been urged, 
in order to palliate 1 notorious a Breach of Diſci- 
pline, that had not the Admiral engaged the &Spa- 
niards at the Time be did, the Enemy would have 
eſcaped, and we ſhould not have come to an Ac- 
tion at all, Nothing can be more unjuſt than this 
pretended Plea; fince the Behaviour of the Ene- 
my, and Method of acting, from the Beginning of 
their Appearance to the Time the Admiral attack'd 
them, prove, that giving us Battle was their real 
Intent ion: For had it not been fo, as the next Day, 
after the J/inchel/ſea made the Signa] for their 
coming out, they had a ſtrong Weſterly Wind, 
and at Night our Fleet anchored in Hieres Bap, 
there was nothing to hinder them from paſſing to 
Italy, had they been bound there; and had they 
been bound down the Sreights, next Day when 
the Eaſterly Wind prevailed, they would have 
made Sail from us, and made the beſt Uſe of a 
fair Wind and clean Ships, inſtead of bringing to 
in Order of Battle. | 

The Subſtance of Admiral Aathezws's Account, 
which was publiſhed by Authority, and now lying 
before this Honourable Houſe, confirms what I 
advance, and to it I appeal; where 1t mentions, 
„ our Fleet anchored in the Bay at Night; next 
«© Morning our getting under Sail, and the Ene- 
& my ſtanding towards us with the Wind Weſter— 
e Iy; and when tit came to the Eaſtward, their 
« bringing to in a Line of Battle.“ 

Hence it is undeniable, that they came out on 
Purpoſe to give us Battle; for where elſe could they 
be bound ſtretching to the Southward, and making 
more Sail, while the Admiral made the Signal to 
engage, when our Fleet was in Diſorder, but to 
gain the Weather-Gage ? An Advantage which 
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every good Officer will endeavour to obtain, and 
be cautious of loſing. 

I have proved, by five Witneſſes, that Mr. Knows. 
kr acknowledged all my Sail to be abroad, when 
he delivered Admiral Mathews's Meſſage to me; 
and alſo, as I proved by the ſame Witneſſes, 
that Lieutenant 7aſper told me, by Order of the 
Admiral, that he would lie by for me, which he 
did not do, but, on the contrary, made more 
Sail from me. I am not any Ways anſwerable for 
the Diſtance between his Diviſion and mine: For, 
had not he thought himſelf powerful enough with 
10 great a Superiority as he had over the Enemy, 
he would have had the Prudence and Patience to 
have forborn engaging until I had got up, and 
been ready at Hand to ſuccour and ſupport him. 
As his Conduct alone made the Diſtance between 
the Center and Rear of our Fleet ſtill greater and 
more dangerous, it 1s not reaſonable I ſhould an- 
{wer for his Raſhneſs; God forbid! Neither 4n- 
deed could the Neglect he charges me with at 
Night, empower him in the Morning to act ſo op- 
poſite to Policy and the Art of War. | 

The Diſorder of the Van of our Fleet, and the 
Danger it was in from its Weakneſs, only ſeven 
Ships againtt nineteen of the Enemy, have ap- 
pear'd at this Bar. And Mr. 1azhews's Account, 
publiſhed by Authority, confirms this, by ſaying, 
* that there were but three French Ships engaged, 
& the reſt kept their Wind, in order to Tack and 
© Weather us; but that our Van keeping the 
© Wind of them, prevented their Deſign's taking 
„ Place.” And as it is noturious that Admiral 
Afathews did not direct the Van to keep the 
Wind, but keep the Signals for the Line, and 
engaging abroad, it appears that our Van was 
ſaved by Diſobedience, and that no Meaſures 
were taken by Mr. Mathtavs to ſecure it againſt 
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more than two Thirds of rhe Confederate Fleet. 
It cannot be denied that the Berwrick, the next 
Ship to the ny Caroline in the Line of Bat- 


tle, engaged the Poder, as her Lieutenant and 
Men became Priſoners, and ſhe is alto ſaid to 
have engaged that Ship by Mr. Marhews's Ac- 
count; by which it is evident by this Circumſtance 
alone, beſides the Evidences that have been exa- 
mined, that al] the Ships between her and the 
Norfolk in the Line of Battle, no lets than eight 
Ships, vis. the Somer/er, Princeſſa, Dragon, 
Bedford, Kingſton, Saltsbury, and Guern/ey, with 
the Berwick, were employ'd in firing at the Pg- 
der; that the Norfol% beat the Conſtans away out 
of the Enemies Line; and that the Marbboronzh 
was left in Diſtreſs againſt the Real and her Se- 
cond aſtern by the Namure, has not only been 
proved by Evidence at the Bar, but I appeal to 
Admiral Matrhwes's Account, where he lays, 
e that the Jarlborough's driving a little too near 
% him, obliged him to fill his Sails, to prevent 
de her coming on board of him; and that having 
« Occaſion to reeve new Braces, with little Wind, 
« and an ugly Swell, he could not give the Marl- 
« porcugh the Aſſiſtance Captain Cornwall want— 
c ed.“ And it cannot be doubted then, that had 
the Dor/erſhire, Effex, Rupert, and Royal Oak, 
bore equally down with the Marlborough, at the 
Beginning of the Action, the Rea} mult have 
fallen into her Hands; as the Spani;h Admiral's 
Second, the Ship that diſtreis'd the Jarlborough, 
and clear'd her Decks, would have then been 
match'd, if not over-power'd ; and conſequently 
the Sternmoſt Ships, that were laid to my Charge, 
tho* they never got near enongh to fire at the 
Marlborough, by this Means would have been 
ſtopt from getting a-head for me to have taken 


up. | 
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Fal ſhood and Malice have aſpers'd me without 
Controul; but I now, with {uch Evidence as have 
been examined, humbly tubmit to the Honourable 
Committee, whether if the Dorſelſhire, Effex, Ru. 
pert, and Regal Oak had done their Duty, the 
Marlborcugh had been ſo hard preſs'd upon; and 
whether the Cauſe that the Real and her Second 
did not fall into our Hands, and indeed the ſtern- 
moſt Ships of the Enemy, was not owing to the 
Want of that Aſſiſtance which was ſo near at 
Hand, and not in any manner to my Conduct? 

It has been pretended, that Fire and Smoke ob- 
ſtructed, the Admiral's Sight; as if he had. not 
left the Marlbvrough, or he had continued in Bat. 
tle, and the Smoke had not gone to Leeward 
from him. On the contrary, his Stern lay towards 
the 37arlborough, and it was impoſſible for him 
not to ſee how the Ships a-head and a-ſtern 
of him in the Line of Battle were employed. He 
had done with firing, his Perſon was not wound- 
ed, and what Smoke could there be to hinder him 
from diſtinguiſhing what was doing from the Van 
to the Rear of the Fleet; Neither can 1t be deni- 
ed that the Situation of his Diviſion, and Part of 
the Rear- Admiral's, was ſuch, againſt ſo few Ships 
of the Enemy, that from the Beginning to the End 
ot the Action they might have been ſhifted and 
diſpoſed of according to the Condition and Diſpo- 
ſition of both Ficets; and it is 1o well known that 
he ſent Boats on board of the Dor ſetſhiræ, Efjex, 
and Fireſhip, that it cannot be diſputed. Nay, 
Capt. Cole of the Marines on board the Dorſeiſhi re, 
declared at the Bar, that an Officer came on board 
from the Admiral with Orders, tho' he could not 
not {ay what they were; yet he ſaid the Captain 
with his Officers held a Conſultation upon recei- 
ving them, and their Reſult was not to go down 


nearer to the Enemy. Farther, I can prove that 
Lieut, 
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Lieut. Bentley, now a Captain, when he was ſent by 
Admiral Mathezwws to call me the third Day off 
Chace, told me he carried a Meſſage from the Ad- 
miral on Board of the Dorſelſhire, and at the ſame 
Time called on board the Ee. After ſuch Proofs, 
I ſubmit to this Honourable Committee, whether 
it can be ſaid with the leaſt Shew of Reaſon, that 
Admiral Mathers had it not in his Power to cor- 
rect and reform theſe Ships, trifling and throwing 
away their Shot, and whether with any Degree of 
Juſtice Admiral Mathews, (as he does) can reckon 
the Conduct of theſe Ships part of his Charge a- 

inſt nd. | 3 

It has appeared by the Boatſwain of the Fire- 
ſhip's Evidence, that the Fireſhip's Diſtreſs was 
ſuch, that her Captain, as he went under the Dor- 
ſerſprre's Stern, hailed. her, and dc fred A ſſiſtance; 

et nevertheleſs no Ships cover'd r con-tutted him. 
At that Time there was neither Fire nor Smoke 


* 


on either Side to hinder the Admire! trom ſeeing 
that the Dorſetſhi re, Liſſex, Rupert, and Royal- 
Oak kept to Windward, and looked on, where 
Duty and the Neceſſity of their Country's Cauſe 
call'd them; and yet aner this notorious Neglect 
and Miſconduct, Admiral 2/a:74:zv5 has charg'd 
me with the Miſcarriage of the Fireſhip. What 
is more, it is evident Mr, Matheus did not give 
Orders for the Fire ſhip to prime before the Action, 
according to Practice, and the Nature of this Ser- 
vice, otherwiſe he would not have cenſur'd the 
deceas'd Captain, as he has done in his Account, 
by complaining of his Tedioufneſs in priming and 
coming down, but puniſh'd his Diſobedience, 
| fince ſuch Attempts entirely depend on Readineis 
and ſudden Execution. For though a Ship may 
be to diſabled as to give a fair Opportunity for 
burning her, yet it the Fireſhip 1s not prim'd 
ready to catch the Occaſion when it offers, the 
| Time 
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Time ſhe will take to prime may very probably 


put the Enemy in ſuch a Condition as to defeat 


the Enterprize; for which Reaſon I took upon 


me, early in the Morning, to order the Captain 


of the Fireſhip in my Diviſion to prime before the 


Engagement. 


* 


It has been proved to the Honourable Commit- 
tee, in the Courſe of the Examination, that our 
Van tack'd, and run from the French to join the 
Center, after the Fireſhip had miſcarried ; and 
what corroborates this, is Admiral Mathews's Ac- 


count, where he ſays, . That notwithſtanding 


* the French tack'd upon Rear-Admiral Rowley, 
„they did not think proper to engage him; they 
„however retook the Haniſh Ship, it being im- 
& poſſible to do any Thing with her, as ſhe 
& had not a Maſt ſtanding.” And here 1 mult 
beg Admiral Marhews's Pardon; for the Poder 
had her Fore-Maſt, Bowſprit, and Mizen-maſt 
ſtanding ; but that he having wore in little Wind 
and a Swell, and formed the T.ine of Battle on 
the Starboard-tack, on Purpoſe to get away from 
the French, who were juſt at Hand, bearing down 
to deliver the Spaniſh Squadron, elſe why was the 
Poder left with the Perecick's Lieutenant and 
People? In ſtanding from the Enemy, and leaving 
the Place of Battle, ſome Shot were exchanged, as 
the Admira! with his Diviſion paſs'd by the four 
ſternmoſt Ships of the Enemy, which Mr. Ma- 
zhews in his Charge againſt me calls : engaging 
within Musket-Shot; and alſo that this hinder'd 
the Real trom falling into his Hands, and occa+ 
fion'd him to be torn to Pieces, altho' it is evident 
he had left the Real, avd he had, beſides the 
Ships a- ſtern, ſix a-head, vis. the Dor ſetſpire, 
Ee, Rupert, Royal Onk, Dunkirk, and Cam- 
bridge, that fi ed on this Occaſion in paſſing; and 
only tour Ships of the Enemy fir'd: And as an 

| undoubted 


ä 
undoubted Proof of what I affirm, it has been 
proved, and not controverred, that the Admiral 
fir'd his Larboard Guns the contrary Side that he 
attack'd the Rea} with, conſequently that this was 
a forced Fire, in endeavouring to get away. 

Next Day (after the Action) was ſpent in form- 
ing a Line of Battle, and going down upon the 
Enemy, who were going from us with their crip- 
pled Ships, and at Night we brought to in great 
Order, ſuffering the Enemy to eſcape : Accord- 
ing to which Admiral Mathews's Account ſays, 
c That at Break of Day he ſaw the Enemy's 
& Fleet to Leeward of them, and found they had 
« tow'd all the crippled Ships before the Wind 
all Night, The Admiral chaced them; the 

« French lying in a Line of Battle to Windward 
« of the Spaniards, moſt of them Hull to; but 
te as he drew near them, they made Sail, and left 
the diſabled ſixty Gun Ship: That there was 
& great Reaſon to believe, that 1f there had been 
e any Wind, the French would have left the Spa- 
6 i crippled Ships, as muſt of them had ſuffer d 
« greatly.“ | 

The Honourable Committee will be pleas'd to 
oblerve in this Account, all the Circumſtances 
and Appearances of a fugitive Enemy, diſabled, 
and encumber'd with crippled Ships, yet Admiral 
Mathews, brought to, a great Way to Windward 
of the Enemy, in a fine Moon- light Night. If he 
imagin'd the Enemy capable of running from him 
before the Action, as has been pretended, in or- 
der to excuſe his engaging them contrary to the 
Line of Battle, he muſt be truly ſenſible that they 
would now more endeavour at it, as their only 
Reſource lay in the enſuing Night to get away 
with their lame Ships. 

In the Night before the Action, “ he brought 
& to, by his own Account, within a little more 

No. 8. "Fs. | e than 
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« than three Guns ſhot of them, and order'd the 
& E//ex to lie a Mile to T.eeward of him, and 
te the Minchelſea a good Musket-ſhot to Leeward 
*« of the Eſex, to watch their Motions, and to 
«© make their proper Signals, and ſtand after 
&« them, in caſe they ſhould make Sail; and that 
e he was ſo near, that he could count the Ene- 
© my's Ships, after the Moon was down.” Here. 
the Honourable Committee will be pleas'd to ob- 
ſerve, that all the neceſſary Precautions were taken, 
leſt the Enemy ſhould endeavour to eſcape us 
when we were not ſo much as form'd in Order of 
Battle, and they were lying by for us in good 
Order ; but when we had gain'd the Advantage, 
of diſabling four of their Ships, and burning ano- 
ther, he became more cautious, and brought to, 
at a much greater Diſtance, in Order of Battle, 
without 18. a Cruizers to obſerve their Motions, 
What could occaſion two ſuch extraordinary Ex- 
tremes, as the leaſt Danger could not ariſe by go- 
ing nearer at this Juncture, is impoſſible to ſay; 
but it is certain, they are oppoſite to the Rules of 
War and Prudence, eſpecially as it would have 
been eaſy for us to have kept Sight of them all 
Night, by making more and more Sail, as they 
appear'd leſs and leſs perceptible. 

It has been Ra that we ſaw the Enemy 
next Morning, and that I made a Signal for ſee- 
ing twenty Sail of them. Mr. Mathe voss Account 
allo ſays, * that he ſaw the Enemy next Morn- 
ing, but at a great Diſtance. And further it 
&« ſays; that after the Admiral loft Sight of the 
„ Enemy's Fleet, he found all his Endeavours to 
e rejoin them, or procure Intelligence of them, 
é ineffectual, they being gone, as he ſuppoſed, 
e down the Srreightrs.” | 

Here he acknowledges that he ſaw the Enemy 
(notwichitanding his Captain at that Time, Ca p- 

| | fall 
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tain Long, declared at the Bar, that they could 
not ſee them from the Maſt-head;) but Mr. Ma- 


thews does not ſay one Word in his Account, of 


calling me off Chace ; having gained fo much on 
the Enemy, as to make them from a Deck, with 
a Separation between the Spaniſh and French 
Squadrons. Not ſatisfied with the Signal for 
that Purpoſe, the Minchelſea was ſent with Or- 
ders for me to come into the Fleet; and if it was 
Weather for her Boat to come on Board of me, 
furely it was ſuch as might have been employed 
in going after a fugitive diſabled Enemy, without 
injuring our Ships Maſts that were wounded. 
Admiral Matheavs ſays in his Account, © that 
© the Day before there was great Reaſon to be- 
&« Jreve, that if there had been any Wind, the 
t French would have left the Spaniſp crippled 
« Ships, as moſt of them ſuffered greatly.” And 
now that there was Wind ſufficient to bring him 
up with the Enemy to gain theſe Ships, or force 
a | Engagement, he gives over Chace, 
paſſing over this Particular in his Account, or 
giving any Reafon for ſuch extraordinary Con- 
uct; at the ſame Time pretending, that he us'd 
all his Endeavours. to rejom the Enemy, or pro- 
cure Intelligence of them, when it is notorious 
that he lay by all Day and next Night with an 
Eaſterly Wind, | 
Every Confideration ſeem'd to enforce our Fleet 
purfuing the Enemy down the Srrezghrs, eſpe- 
cially as it was reported they expected Reinforce- 
ments from Breſt, and not one againſt it, even it 
it could have been poffible to have ſtrain'd our 
_ wounded Maſts by ſailing large: So great an Ad- 
vantage and ſuch ſure Omens of Victory, were 
worth running ſome Riſque; and as the Enemy 
eſcaped by my being call'd off Chace, Mr. Ma- 
thews, who gave the Order, is alone anſwerable. 
FS After 
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After that Queries, Anſwers, and Replies had 
paſt between us, on the 16th of March, above 
five Weeks after the Action, having ſent Mr. Ma. 
thews what is intitled my Rejoinder, a Paper of 
ſome Length and Reaſoning, without any far- 
ther eee he ſent me the Letter of Sul. 
penfion. I ſtruck my Flag the ſame Night, and 
the next Morning many Boats came on Board of 
the Ship, enquiring whether I was not dead ; and 
even ſome Captains ask'd me the Cauſe of my be- 
ing ſuſpended, ſo little did I appear to the Fleet 
that I had misbehaved or delerved this ſevere 
Cenſure. Ph | 

However, notwithſtanding this publick Cenſure, 
his Majeſty's Governor of Minorca ſeem'd to eſteem 
me an injur'd Man, by ſaluting me with fifteen 
Guns, when I ſailed out of the Harbour, on board 
the Salisbury for England; and this is what he ne- 
ver would have done, had he imagined I had 1a- 
crificed his Majeſty's Service, and the Honour and 
Intereſt of my Country. | 

When Admiral Mathezes arrived from England, 
I not only ſaluted him myſelf, but I ordered all 
the Ships in the Fleet to do it, and went in my 
Boat, out of the Port of Villa Franca, to meet 
him before he got in. Had he been of the Royal 
Blood, I could not have paid him more Reſpe&, 
or Submiſſion ; in return to which, immediately 
on ſeeing me, before Monſ. Corbeau, the Com- 
mandant of the County of Nice, and ſome Field- 
Officers in the King of Sardinia's Service, as well 
as a great many Captains of the Fleet, who were 
then on board of him, without any Regard to De- 
cency or good Manners, my Rank, and Reputation 
as an Officer, he began with reprimanding me, 
telling me he was ſurprized, that as I had been ſo 
long in his Majeſty's Service, I had not yet learn'd 
to comply with his Inſtructions 1n writing to = 
| an 


1229 ] 
and ſend ing a Frigate down to Gibraltar ty him. 
I anſwered, that J had done both, and if he had 
not received my Letters, nor met with the Fri- 
gate, it was not my Fault. 

I had the Satisfaction ard Pleaſure to receive 
the King of Sardinia's Thanks, as allo his Ma- 
jeſty's entire Approbation of my Conduct by a 
Letter from the Duke of Newcaſtle, yet it was too 
difficult a Task for me to pleaſe Mr. Marzheees. 

He began his Command over me in this Man— 
ner, and ſuperſeded all the Officers that 1 had 
made, even my own Secretary, and thoſe that 
had been appointed before he ſail'd from Eug- 
Iand, and had come within the Juriſdiction of his 
Command. | 

This, I humbly apprehend, he had no more 
Power to do, than to ſuperſede the Otficers that 
Mr. Haddock had appointed; fince I had the 
| King's Authority to command the Fleet. 

Not to treſpaſs any longer on the Time of the 
Honourable Committee, having been thus arraign'd 
and condergn'd by Admiral Mathezos, deprived 
of ee jn Chief the Fleet, and my Share 
of the Prize-Money, I was ſent Home, as a De- 
linquent, in a fifty Gun Ship, charged with a 
Convoy, full in the Sight of the Nation, to take 
all the Blame and Odium of the Failure of His 
Majeſty's Fleet; as in the Shame and open Dif- 
grace thus put upon me, was involved the Miſ- 
conduct of every Perſon in the Fleet, as it has 
has appear' d that no other has been accuſed by 
Admiral Mathews. 

But with what Equity and Impartiality, I ſub- 
mit to the Honourable Committee, 

Here I have been near a Twelve-month ; ſeen 
Junior Flag Officers promoted to the Rank above 
me; left to ſtruggle, without any Friend, with 
the greateſt Misfortures and Difficulties to come 

| at 
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at my Trial, the indubitable Right of every Exg- 
kiſpman: And had Mr. Mathews labour'd and 
endeavour'd as much to obtain an Enquiry, as I 
have done, the neceſſary Evidences would have 
been arrived to have perfected it before this Time, 


and entirely confuted the many ſcandalous Re- 


Ports ſpread to blemiſh my Reputation, 

I have nothing more to add, than that I hope, 
tho' I have not beem arm'd for this Enquiry with 
my Evidence, yet I have given no Proof of con- 
ſcious Guilt, or a defective Cauſe. 

The Perſecution of a popular Clamour, and 
the Tortures of Miſrepreſentations and Calumny, 


have had their Days againſt me; but now the 


Time 1s at hand when they muſt yield to Truth 
and Demonſtration. | | 


Thus have we given an impartial Account, as 
far as it came to our Knowledge, of the Con- 
duct of the two Admirals in the late memo- 
rable Engagement in the Mediterranean ; 
ze have likewiſe ſeen Mr. Leſtock's De- 

fence in the Speech which he made at the 
Bar of the Houſe of Commons at the Cliſe of 
the Enquiry : What is farther to be added, 
Hall be only by way of Review upon what has 
been advanced; from whence it will appear, 
that this ever-infamous Miſcarriage pro- 
ceeded either from Malice or Treachery. 


T is univerſally allowed, tha: the late unhap- 
py Miſcarriage of our Fleet in the Mediter- 
rancan, is entirely owing to ſome private 

Piques, Grudges, and Animofities of thoſe Gen- 


tlemen that had the chief Command: But cer- 
| tainly 


Fam | 

tainly the ſuffering of any ſuch to interfere with 
his Majeſty's Service, and the Good of the Na- 
tion, ought to be as ſeverely puniſhed, as the 
molt enormous Degree either of Cowardrce or Trea- 
chery. The more eſpecially as it has been often 
ſeen, that Men, of the greateſt Reputation for 
their Bravery, have been ſo far milled by their 
Paſſions, as not only to be ready to HReriſice them- 
ſelves, but even their Country, and all that was 
deut to them in their Gratification. Whatever 
Evils may ariſe from our Indulgence of Paſſions 
in private Life, is no way comparable with ſuch 
as may accrue from the ſame Weakneſs in thoſe 
that are concerned in Publick ; as in the one Caſe, 
the Good or Welfare of a few Individuals only 
can be annoyed; in the other, the Intereſt of a 
whole Nation: The Law, as in the Cale of Mur- 
der, has happily made a Diſtinction between 
ſuch Actions as are accidental, and thoſe that 
are done with Malice afore-thought ; which Dif- 
ference, muſt be determined by the Conduct or 
Behaviour of the Party, both before, and at the 
Time of the Action: So that by tracing of the 
Effects up to their Cauſe, it is thereby diſcos 
vered, and the Jury are to give their Verdict 
accordingly. 

From the Scrutiny that has lately been made 
into the Engagement off Toulon, there appears 
ſtrong and violent Preſumptions of Cowardice or 
Treachery; and an entire Neglect or Diſregard 
of the Good of his Majeſty's Service; which 
both the Accuſer and the Accuſed endeavour 
alternately ro fix on each other, In order to 
which, the A I, or Commander in Chief, 


has publiſhed his Account of the Engagement, 


printed by Authority, together with his Queries, 
I, which are 


the 


and Reply to the Vice A 
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the whole of his Charge. The Vice- 
Ad | I, in Return, has publiſhed his 
Anſwer to the Queries of the A]; his 
Rejoinder to the A ———— I's Reply; his Ac- 
count of the Engagement near Toulon; Situa- 
tions, Views, and Pofitions in that Engagement, 
with Hiſtorical and Critical Remarks and Re- 
ferences ; together with his Recapitulation. To 
theſe, if we may judge by the Stile, may be 
added, that incomparable, modeſt and impar- 
tial Account, entitled, Zhe Narrative of the 
Proceedings of his Majeſty's Fleet. in the Medi- 
rerranean; which having been publiſhed a long 
Time before Ad I 7 ——— ks Account 
appeared; and agreeing ſo entirely with his 
Journal therein, except the Omiſſion of ſome 
remarkable Cenſures, Exaggerations and Invec- 
tives, which, perhaps, it was thought might 
not have ſuch Iufluence with a Hritiſß Senate, 
as it was intended they ſhould have on the Po- 
pulace. And here I cannot forbear tak ing No- 
tice of that groſs Affront, which was put on 
Admiral A S, in the Perſon of the Book- 
ſeller z who was directed by the candid and 
fincere Author, to write the following Letter, 
as it appears in his Dedication, | 


SIR, 
7 Am preparing to print a third Edition of the 

Narrative of the late Action in the Mediter- 
ranean; with Notes: F there is any Thing in 
the former Editions not ſtrictly true, if oi 
evil} be pleaſed to ſignify your Objections by the 
Hand of your Secretary, I will rake upon mc 
to print them at the End of this Edition of the 


ſaid 


Ec. 
— 


„ 
aid Pamphlet. I would not give Offence, being 
u the greateſt Reſpectt, ; 


SIR, 
Your moſt Obedient 


Humble Servant, 


J. MILLAN. 
To the Honourable A —1 M —— . 


© Mr. Millan, after waiting ſome Time at Mr. 
e M—h—wvss Houſe, was told there was no 
* Anſwer to the above Letter.“ Pery he 
did not receive ſuch as his Attendance and Aſus 
rance merited ! which by the by I take to be a 


greater Inſtance of Moderation in the A 
than any that has yet appeared in Mr. L—ſ?—k's 
Favour, either in Publick ot Private. 

What Appearance can it have to any one that 
is Impartial, tb view a Bookſeller, that has been 
employed in publiſhing a long, infincere, Detail 
of Actions, miſrepreſented and exaggerated with 
the moſt unjuſt Cenſures and Reflections hy an 
Anonymous Author, waiting on a Gentleman 
that had been honour'd with the chief Com- 
mand of his Majeſty's Fleet, and Title of his 
Majeſty's Ambaſſador. and Plenipoteniiary, de- 
firing him to correct that his third Edition of 
_ perſonal Reflections upon himſelf; and promiſing 
to print them at the End of his Edition; no 
doubt with a pompous Puf in his Title- Page. — 
The Infolence of both Author and Bookſeller, is 
manifeſtly apparent, and the Deſign of this Let- 
ter could be no other, than either to ſhew a Con- 
tempt of the Ad——1's Abilities, by endeavour- 

Gy ing 
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ing to induce him to enter the T.iſts with an 
anonymous, contemptible Antagoaiſt, that had 
not Courage enough to fign his Name to his ſin- 
cere Narrative; or by making uſe of his Silence, 
in the Manner they have done, by publiſhing 
the audacious Letter, as a tacit Huprimatur to 
their Scandal. And whocver ſhall be at the 
Trouble of comparing this modeſt Letter, with 
ſome others that paſſed from the Gentleman that 
ſo loudly complains of Injuſtice and Oppreſſion 
to the Admiral, will not be long at a Loſs for the 

Author. £ an, 5 
But what Uſage leſs groſs can be expected to 
a Perſon, in whatever Rank or Station, whom 
this unknown Author has endeavoured to tta- 
duce, by branding him with Pride, Ambition, 
Vanity, Malice and Weakneſs, Cowardice, Im- 
1 and Ignorance? with what Degree of 
Truth theſe Imputations might be retorted, will 
- ſome Meaſure appear on the Peruſal of theſe 

heets. = 

Clamour and Noiſe ever bear great away with 
Mankind, as they are apt to agitate thole Paſ- 
fions, by which the greater Part are ruled; and 
to be filent, is, by the Populace, conſtrued as 
an evident Sign of Guilt, How often has the 
Appearance of an innocent Behaviour by not fly- 
ing, but caſting himſelf on his Trial by his 
Country, ſo far influenced a Jury, as to ſave the 
Felon, that by other Circumſtances would have 
1uffered for thoſe Facts, of which afterwards he 
hath acknowledged himſelf to have been guilty ? 
There ſeems at leaſt (however conſcious of Guilt) 
to be this Satisfaction in pretending and maintain- 
ing Innocence, that tho' condemned, it may be in 
the Power of ſome to arraign the Sentence of 
Judges as impartial, This, with the Chance of 
being cleared by their obſtinate — to 
the ir 
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their Innocency, induces many a one to call loud- 
ly for his Trial, that inwardly dreads the taking 


of it. I do not I would not pretend to inſi- 
nuate, that the late Vice-Admiral, by a long, 
clamorous, and vigorous Application of ſo many 
Months for his Trial, endeavoured to territy 
the Friends of the diftant Admiral, by his Un- 
conſciouſneſs of Guilt, into ſuch Meaſures as 
might prevent its ever taking Place, even were 
their Power and Influence ſuch as he acknow- 
leges —— Neither would I urge, that his-Endea- 
vours were grounded on a Conſciouſnels of having 
more Intereſt in the Navy, or elſewhere, than 
his Commander. Tho' the latter might, per- 
haps, account fer ſome particular Encroachments 
on the Authority of his Superior; it nevertheleſs 
cannot be brought in as the Cauſe of his long In- 
terceſſion to bring his Affair to a Determination. 
— Every innocent Man, 1s certainly at all times 
ready and defirous to clear himſelt to his Coun- 
try; and in this Light we muſt view Mr. Z , 
contending with inſurmountable Dificulties, and 
no Opportunity to accumulate Wealth, or make 
Friends, but from the Fuſtice of his Cauſe; an 
gnconſiderable Advocate in this Age ! while 
Mr. 11 Ss, on the contrary, has all the Bene- 
fit that Power and Intereſt can give him, toge- 
ther with that immenſe Wealth acquired in 
the ſhort Time he has been Admiral ; during 
which the other bore the Command for no lets 
than fix Months at a Time — and conſequently 
5 have no Opportunity of benefiting him- 
elt. 
T be Deſign of theſe Sheets, not being to enter 
upon a forma! Juſtification of the Conduct of 
Mr. M——s, but only to review that of Mr. 
2 k, it would be needleſs to inſert any 


Commendations of him, as an Orficer or a Sea- 
e | Gg 2 man ʒ 
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man; more eſpecially as they would ſtand but 
in an indifferent Light, when compared with 
thote of the latter, whom we find (tho' now 
friendleſs and money leſs) introduced to the King 
by the late Lord Torrington, who was pleaſed to 
lay, * That he took the Liberty to recommend to 
his Majeſty one of the ableſt and beſt Quarter. 
deck Officers that had ever been bred at Sea. 
This has been always the Judgment of every Sea- 
Otficer; even his Enemies cannot help acknow- 
ledging his great Capacity and Underſtanding : 
That he is indefatigable in his Duty, knowing, 
well qualified, and ſo perfectly acquainted wit 
every Branch of the Navy, that the Ditficulties 
of the greateſt Command cannot exceed the 
Bounds and Extent of his Genius; he having 
been conſtantly employed in his Majeſty's Service 
from his Infancy ; never any Length of Time 
on Halt-Pay ? Conſequently with no more than 
equal Talents, he mult excel in Knowledge and 
Experience, thoſe who have lived aſhore any 
Number of Years, and are but newly returned to 
retrieve what they have loft by a long Abirnce 
from their Trade. Ergo, our Author might 
have urged the only conſummate compleat Of- 
ficer in the Navy. How glorious a Character 
to uphold ! how ineſtimable to loſe! 

But the Character of Mr. M——vs, as given 
by the ſame Author (after omitting his Behavi- 
our when he commanded the Kent, in the En- 
gagement under Sir George Bing, in the Aiedi- 
rer rantan, as too valorous to ſuit his Narrative) 
is ſo low and trifling, as not to come into any 
Competition with the Former's. | 

No wonder at the Miſcarriage of a Fleet under 
ſo inſufficient a Commander, that crippled the 
Genius of the oft conſummate of Samen! How 
his Majeity, or the Miniſtry, came to * 

im 
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him with the ſame Power and Authority as the 


lare Sir George Bing, is altogether unaccount- 
able. 

It muſt certainly have been very vexatious for 
an experienced Officer, that had been ſo many 
Years conftaritly employed, and had arrived at 
the Honour of commanding his Majeſty's Fleet, 
to jive hinnelf ditnoflefled of that Command by 
any ot; but more eſpecially by a Gentleman, 
who, the? much elder Otficer, had lived e1gh- 
teen Years on Shore; and to be lure in that Time, 
had 10 tar forgotten all maritime + Fairs, as to 
be neceſfitated to re-Jearn the Trade under his 


Who is it that can blame M-. Z k for 
any Miſcarriage ? is not Mr. Ma de entirely 
cul able, in- not ſubmitting to go as a ſubordinate 
Officer, to a Min of ſuch experienced Command? 
and are not our Misfortunes entirely owing to 
Mr. M Ss taking on him the Command 
in Chief in the Mediterrancau? Though 
Ti:achery or Cowardice may be found to have 
been the mediate Caule of our Miſcarriage, yet I 
very much fear that Euuy may have been the In- 
citement. | | 
Tais is, I think, ſo apparent from the Beba- 
viour of the two Admirals, from the T'ime of their 
meeting, to that of Mr, L k's Suſpenſion, as 
to need no Exaggeration : But mull leave it 
to any one to Judge of the horrid Situation of a 
Commander, whole next Otficer is endued with 
that deteſtable Paſſion His Commands are 
obey'd with Reluctance, and his moſt ſanguine 
Defigns either arraign'd, if ſucceſsful, or defeated 
in the Performance. | 

And indeed we find by the Letters which 
paſled between them, that Mr. Y — es was as 


weary of his Command, as the other was impa- 
| tient 


Intuitton. 
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tient to ſucceed him, inaſmuch that he daily ex- 
ected one of them would be recalled. 

The Miſunderſtand ing continued to increaſe, 
even to the Day of Battle; a Day that every 
Commander would dread, had he the Misfortune 
of an obſtinate envious Man for his Second; and 
we find by Mr. -— —&'s Journal, that on the 
oth of February, 1743-4, when the Combined 
Fleets were coming out to Sea, Mr. I * 
went on board the Admiral, and defired to 
know (as he had the Honour to command next 
to him, and the Enemy in Sight) if he had any 
particular Commands or Inſtructions for him? 
The Admiral anſwered No, ſaying it was very 
cold, and bid him go on board. This Cold- 
neſs in .the Admiral, whether 1t might pro- 
ceed from ſome Suſpicion he had of Mr. L k's 
not ſeconding him, or his waiting ſome Opportu- 
nity to do him harm, or ſome fecret Miſtruſt of 
I fhall 
not ſet about to determine; but think the Ad- 
miral's Coldneſs might have obliged a Man of 
Jeſs boaſted Prudence and Conduct than Mr. 
E, to look well to his Behaviour in 
the Engagement, — And ſhould he (as I 
heartily wiſh he may not) incur the Cenſure of 
a Court Martial, it muſt be either for Cowardice 
or Treachery : New Inſtructions in the former 
Caſe would have been unneceſſary, as he did 
not perform ſuch as he had already received 
In the latter, they might have been detrimental 
to the whole Fleet: And tho' Mr. L k may 
endeavour to make a Handle of the Admiral's 
Coldneſs to him; yet I cannot but think, by his 
Behaviour during the Engagement, that it was a 
great Act of Prudence of Mr, A. 76s in not 
giving him any pers Inſtructions, from his 
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torced or feigned Complaiſance ; however, he 1 
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his Partizans may deny the Admiral's having ej- 
ther Prudence or Conduct. 

On Feb. 10, At ſeven o'Clock the Admiral 
made a Signal for the Line of Battle a-ſtern ; 
but the little Wind, a high Weſtern Swell, and 
the Ships crowding and preſſing on one another, 
hindered the Fleet from getting out of the Bay, 
in the Diſpoſition of Battle, according to the Sig- 
nal dd, Thu: Mr. J —— k& very impar- 
tially —— But obſerve the candid, veracious Hye- 
Wwerneſs, the Author of the Narrative. —— The 
little Wind, with an high Eaſtern Swell, and the 
anacconntable Impatience of many of the Ships in 
crowding and preſſing on one another; whoſe 
unſealonable Zagerneſs was not to be held in, 
even by Order and Diſcipline, hindered the Fleet 
from getting out of the Bay, in the Diſpoſition of 
Battle, according to the Signal abroad. How- 
ever diſagreeable ſuch Eagerneſs and Impatience 
of our Ships to form the Line might be to Mr. 
L——k, or his Friend, the Writer of the Narrg- 
tive; I ſhould be glad to know, whether he 
thought the Admiral's Order or Diſcipline, or 
that of the Sailors, could overcome the Weſtern 
Wind, or Swelling of the Seas, which drove them 
confuſedly together? 

Saturday, Feb. 11. Soon aſter it was dark, the 
Admiral put abroad four Lights in his Fore- 
{hrouds, and fired eight Guns, which is the 
Night Signal for the Fleet to bring to, and the 
Windward Ships to do it firſt, by the 9th Ar- 
ticle of the fighting Inſtructions: And Admiral 
M——— ſays, in his Account publiſhed 
by Authority, That he brought too ſo very near 
the Enemy, that he could count the Enemy's Ships 
after the Moon «was dozen, but could not at the 
fame Time ſee I ice-Admiral L k and his 
Squadron, be having broizhe too ſo far to _ 
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ward, that when it was dawning, and the Ad. 
miral had made Sail, and the _— for the 


Zine of Battle a-breaſt, the Vice 
full five Miles a-ſtern of him. 

Mr. L —k, in his Account, ſays, That 
he brought too, being in a Line of Battle with the 
Admiral, within three Miles of the Enemy, two 
of whoſe Chips bore away from him : But at Day- 
break, finding himſelf at a greater Diſtance from 
the Admiral than at Night when he brought too, 
occaſioned by a Shift of Wind, Eddy, or In- 
draught of the Iflands, while Mr. Mo———v; 
was in the Offing in the Power of the Current, he 
made Sail ; and by that Time the Admiral made 
the Sigral for the Fleet to make Sail, which he 
repeated. At half an Hour after Six in the 
Morning, he was near being a-breaſt of him, 
though their Divifions were far from being cloſed 
together. And the Rear-Admiral's a great Way 


diniral was 


to Windward of the Line of Battle. 


Thus theſe contraditory Accounts, which, as 
the Narrative ſays, Time muſt reftify. — But I 
cannot forbear his obſerving, that the Fleet were 
not in the Line of Battle when the Signal was made 
io bring to: For he ſays, Page 57, In the Even- 
© ing we were not at all regular, the Rear-Admi- 
© ral's Diviſion was ſtraggled and a great Way a- 
« ſtern of the Center; neither was the Center, nor 
the Vice-Admiral's Diviſion form'd in Order of 
© Battle. How then could Mr. Z—hk, as above, 
affirm his bringing too in the Line of Battle with 
the Enemy? —I 1 alſo to obſerve, 
that at Day-break Mr. k perceiving his 
geek Diſtance from the Admiral, ventur'd (tho? 

o great a Diſciplinarian) to make Sail towards 
him, even before he gave the Signal for the 
Fleet's Sailing, Had the prudent Mr. Z k, 
who, by his own Account, mult needs perceive his 
Diſtance from the Admiral at bringing too over 

Night 
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Night (more eſpecially as he affirms he was then 
in Line of Battle with him) had but the Caution 
to have continued Sail a little longer, *tis proba- 
ble he might in the Morning have found himſelf 
at a leſs Diſtance than five Miles, and have been 
able to come up ſo as to engage the Rear of the 
Enemy, in Spite of the Eddies or [draught of 
the Iſlands, of which, doubtleſs, he made no Ad- 
vantage, he being ſo near to the Enemy as to di- 
ſturb two of their Ships ; and though their Divi- 
viſions were perceptible to the Admiral, and the 
reſt of the Fleet, his was not. | 

Mr. J. k, and his Second ſeem to lay 
great Streſs on the Admiral's Signal to bring too, 
being for thoſe that were to Windward to do it 
firſt, which he being to Windward pertormed ac- 
cord ingly.- And, ſays the Narra- 
tive, There is no Signal in the Sailing or fight- 
ing Inſtructions for a particular Diviſion to 
© make Sail after lying by, nor for their bring- 
ing too after making Sail. I muſt re- 
mind this Author of theſe remarkable Words in 
Mr. L k's Journal. At Day-break find- 
ing mylelf at a greater Diſtance from the Ad- 
* miral than at Night, when I brought too, Oc. 
© I made Sail, and, by that Time the Admiral 
© made the Signal for the Fleet tv make Sail; 
and ſhould be glad that in his next Edition he 
w1ll be pleaſed to inform the Publick, as there 1s 
no Signal for a particular Divifion's making Sail 
after lying by, what Signal Mr. L k made 
uſe of for that Purpoſe to ſet them a Sailing in 
the Morning juſt at Break of Day? and 1t the 
Admiral had not given the Signal for making 
Sail till after he had come up, what Signal he 
would have thrown out to have ſtop'd his parti- 
cular Diviſion by bringing too? eſpecially as there 


is no Signal for particular Diviſions bringing too 
| i after 
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after making Sail. However happily before the 
latter was neceſſary, the Admiral made a Signal 
for the whole Fleet's failing; and ſoon after another 
to quicken our prudent Vice-Admiral's Divifion, 
what Regard he paid thereto we ſhall obſerve in 
its proper Place: However, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that had he not fortunately, by tome 
Means or other, got his Ships under Sail befure 
the Admiral's Signal was abroad, or he could 
well perceive it had been ſo, his Diviſion would 
probably have been fo far to Windward, as not 

erhaps to have had ſo much as a Sight of the 
1 which would have given the mali— 
cious World too flagrant a Proof of Timidity, or 
ſomewhat worſe. 

The Combined Fleet, ſays Mr. L — k, 
made Sail, and ſtretch'd in good Order of Battle 
the Southward. At half an Hour paſt ſeven o 
Clock the Ad———1 made the Signal for the 
Rear Ad ] and his Divifion to make more 
Sail (whom Mr. I as before obſerves 
was a great Way to the Windward of the Line 
of Battle) and ſoon after he made Signal for my 
doing the ſame *, having at that Time all my 
Sail abroad, Before Eight Lieutenant Faſper, 


*] leave any one to judge of the Anxiety of the Ad- 
miral that was thus obliged to be continually quickning 
tne Motions of his Brother Admirals, to bring them 
and their Divifions into a Line of Battle. May it not 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that perceiving their Dilatori- 
neſs in forming the Line to the Windward, that he was 
glad of the Opportunity of attacking the combin'd Fleet, 
as ſoon as he got his Van rear to him (when he found 
that neither his Signal, nor two Meſſages, could haſten 
his Rear) leaſt the Enemy with their clean Ships might 
either eſcape him or tack upon him, one of which they 
would infall.bly have done, had he waited any longer 
Mr. L —— “ prudent Motions. 

the 
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the Ad I's Lieutenant, came on, Board me, 
with the Ad I's Directions to me, that he 
would lay by until I could get up with my Divi- 
fion to cloſe the Line of Battle with him: But in- 
ſtead thereof, I having obſerved to Mr. Za/per 
that the Ad- had rather made more Sail, and 
went faſter from me, he replied, that ſoon after 
he put off from his Ship that ſhe had made more 
Sail; nevertheleſs, he thought it his Duty not to 
return before he had deliver'd to me the Ad—l's 
Meſſage. Soon after Lieutenant Knowler of the 
Namur, came on board me from the Ad———], 


with Orders for me to make more Sail; upon 
which I bid him look aloft and ſee whether I 


could make any more Sail: Every Sail which 


could draw being then ſet. Lieutenant Knowler 
acknowledged the Truth of what I ſaid, and 
added, that the Ad —— I was very uneaſy, that 
the Rear Ad —— 1 and his Diviſion, did not 
make more Sail to get into the Line of Battle: 
And upon my ſaying to him, that according to 
the Line, the Real, the Span; Admiral, muſt 
be my Adverſary; he reply'd, that Ad 1 
Mus had told him ſo: And after giving my 
Compliments to the Ad I, with Aſſurances, 
that nothing ſhould be left undone that I had 


Power to do, to get along-fide of the Real with 


all poſſible Expedition, Lieutenant Anowler re- 

turn'd to the A J. 1 OF | | 
In this Place, the Author of the Narrarive 
has a long Diſſertation on Order, Dilcipline, c. 
much to the ſame Purport of what Mr. L. k 
ſays in his Defence in the Recapitulation ſpoke 
by him at the Bar of the Houle. But I muſt 
beg leave to mention a Word or two in Turn: 
The 4d | firſt made a Signal for Mr. 
. k's mak ing more Sail which he not 
doing, the Ad ] diſpatches his Lieutenant Mr. 
2 Faſper 


: 
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Faſper to him —— Mr. L——— not yet an. 
twering; the Ad | order'd Mr. Knowler, 
another Lieutenant of his to go on Board Mr. 
Z.— k, and deſire him to make more Sail. 
On his coming, Mr. L—, in a ſurly Manner, 
bids him look up and ſee whether he could make 
any more Sail; the Lieutenant, I ſuppoſe, ſome- 
what intimidated at the Vice Admirals Cruſtineſs, 
ſeemed to acknowledge his Aſſertion, and imme- 
diately is induced to enter into a Conference with 
him; and upon the Vice Ad——— T's ſaying, 
that according to the Line, the Real, the Spa- 
nip Admiral muſt be his Adverſary = the 
Lieutenant, Mr. Knowtkr, reply'd, that Admi- 
ral Y 5 had told him fo — —-—  — From 
this Account, as publiſhed by Mr. L k, 
I leave any candid and impartial Reader to judge, 
whether Mr. M——Wvs had not at that Time, 
when Mr. Knowler's Boat came off, a View of 
attacking the Combin'd Fleet in Form? ſo that 
the Van of the French, would then have fallen 
to Mr. Rowley's Share, the Center to the Ad- 
miral's, and the Spaniards in the Rear, to Mr. 
Z's, could he but have perſuaded his Brother 
Admirals to make more haſte ; but their Delay 
in not haſtening to form the Line, occaſion'd 
Things to take ſuch a Turn, that by the Time 
Rear-Admiral Rowley got up, the French were 
ſtretch'd fo far to the Southward, that our Van 
was with their Center, and our Center with their 
Rear. | 
| Had the Ad-—] therefore waited for Mr. 
Z., the Enemy would either have run off, 
or obtain'd the * Weather-Gage —— but more 
| | of 


* An Advantage, ſays Mr. Lund. in his Recapi- 
talation, which every good Officer will endeavour to 


obtain, and be cautious of loſing ''——— Who then can 
blame 


2 
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of this when we come to take Notice of Mr. 
2's Recapitulation. | 
February the 11th, at half an Hour paſt ten 
o'Clock, the Ad — 1 made the Signal to en- 
gage the Enemy, which the Rear-Admiral re- 


eated, but Mr. L — K did not 
ow the Rear- Admiral came to return the Sig- 
nal, being, according to Mr. L k, four 
or five Miles to Windward of the Line, and Mr. 
L k not to do it, ſeems a proper Sub- 
Jet of Enquiry; unleſs he was angry at the 
Ad I for not lying by for him according 
to his Pleaſure. But we find that in a- 
bout three Hours, viz. at half an Hour paſt 
one, the Center of our Fleet being a-breaſt with 
the Enemy's Rear, the Span Squadron; and 
our Van, near a-breaſt with their Center; the 
Ad —— 1, willing to miſs no Opportunity, as 
equally dreading the Tardineſs of our Diviſions, 
and the Nimbleneſs of the Combin'd Fleets, va- 
liantly bore down with the {arlborough, and 
began the Engagement with the Spaniſh Ad- 
miral. — And happily he did o; for 
we find the Combin'd Fleets were ſo eager to 
gain the Wind-Gage of us, that according to Mr. 
E, the three headmoſt Ships of the Spa- 
niſh Squadron, did only exchange a Broadfide 
with the headmoſt Ships of the Admirals Divi- 
fion in paſſing ; but continued their Courſe to the 


blame Mr. M——:v;'s engaging while he had that Ad- 
vantage, which probably, an Hour's Delay would in- 
fallibly have loſt. And notwithſtanding the Sneers of 
the late Vice- Admiral, or the Author of the Narrative, 
he ſeems to be ſuch a good Judge of this Advantage, as 
to rely more thereupon than on his Brother Admiral's 


Aſſiſtance. 
Southward 
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Southward with the French Squadron, in all 


nineteen Ships. And had the Admiral 
waited for Mr. L ——— k, God knows how 


far tv the Southward, or elſewhere, thoſe nim- 
ble Dons and Mornſieurs would have gotten, 


far enough certainly out of our Reach; unleſs 
they could have taken ſome fignal Ad vantage 


'of us. 


That ſome of our Ships engaged too far off *, 
is allowed ; and others, like Mr. L k, 
not at all, 1s lamented. - But, however, 
I think 'tis ſome Proof of the French's Activity, 
y did not get up with M. 
de Court, the French Admiral, till f two o 
Clock But, however, our vigilant Vice- 
Ad I, tho' he did not like being hur- 
ried. himſelf, perceiving that the Dunkirk and 
Cambridge, two Ships whoſe Stations were a- 
head of him, were to Windward, he fird a 
Shot, and made the Dunkirk's Signal. 
And in half an Hour after, he fired a Shot, 
to endeavour to ſtop the Sternmoſt Ship of 


the Enemy, but, in vain ; and ſhe being a large + 


* Mr. L— ſeems mightily to bemoan their trifling 


their Shot away at that Diſtance, while he kept his in 


Reſerve for another Day. But had they follow'd 
his Example, and not fir'd at all, our Enemies might, 
perhaps have thought that our Fleet were unprovided 
with Ball. ; | 


Three Hours, ſays the Author of the Narrative, 
after the Signal for Battle was made ; and even how two 
of his Ships, the Boyne and Chichefter, kept to Wind- 
ward. How bravely was Mr. Mus aſſiſted by his 
whole Fleet from Van to Rear? | 


1 The Jabella. 


Eighty- 
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Fighty-Gun Ship, we ſuppoſe the Gentleman did 


not chute following her. But had he given 
a Signal to quicken the Dunkerk's Motion fome- 
what ſooner, tis very probable, that ſhe being 
a 2 Ship, (and conſequently lighter than 


his, the Neptune) might have come up with the 
Spaniard. | | 
Mr. Z. k continues, When the Fire- 


ſhip had mitcarried, and our Van were making 
what haſte they could to join our Center, with 
the French cloſe after them in good Order of 
Battle, Ad I — 75 hal'd down 
the Signal to engage the Enemy, and the Sig- 
nal for the Line of Battle, and hoifted the 
Signal to give over Chace; upon which I Had 
dorun the Signal for the Line of Battle, re- 
peated rhe Signal to give over Chace, and ſhorten- 
ed Sail.” | 

What Idea can any intelligent Reader con- 
ceire from this very Paragraph of Mr. L k's 
J-1raa] ? would he not really think that the 
French were purſuing our Van; our Rear, with 


M.. L —— E, purſuing the Spaniards; and 
the Ad ] endeavouring, by giving his 
Signal to leave of Chace, to ſtop Mr. J k's 
Impctuoſity? — Who can help remark- 


ing how afſiduouſly he repeats the Signal to 
give over Chace, and ſhortened Sail, and how 
ſullenly, when the Ad I's Signal was 
abroad to engage, he refus'd to anſwer it, as 
before? What could any Ad- | 
have done in this State, but endeavoured to 
get his fcatter'd Fleet into ſome Order, eſpe- 
cially when he found ſome of thoſe that were 
neareſt to him would not engage? what then 
could he think of thoſe who took care to keep at 


a Diſtance ? - | 
As 
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As the French were intent upon affiſting * 
the Spaniſh Squadron, (by Mr. L k's 
Account) they did not tack, but bore away. 
| Mr. M— ws made Signal for the 
Line of Battle a-head ; and he, together with 
the Dorſetſnire, Effex, Rupert, Royal Oak, 
(Dunkirk and Cambridge, two of Mr. L——&'s 
Diviſion) fired at the Enemy, which Firing was 
the laſt of the Action. As Mr. L 1 
could not have the Honour of a firſt Stroke at 
the Spaniards, his deſtined Enemy, it ſeems, 
he ſcorn'd to come in for the laſt. But 
Heaven happily ſent Darkneſs, to veil the ig- 
nominious Behaviour of ſome of the British 
Fleet. | 
At Eight o'Clock the ſame Night, the Ad.- 
l ſent the Lieutenant of the Ruſſel on board 
Mr. I — E, to acquaint him, that he had 
ſhifted his Flag on board that Ship; and to 
direct him to keep near to the Ad———] all 
Night, — And indeed very neceſſary, to pre- 
vent his miſunderſtanding the Ad —— Þs Sig- 
nals, which he much affected; and to keep hin: 
wear, when it was fo difricult to get him, if ont 
efunder. 
cannot proceed without obſerving, that not- 
withſtand the many Flings and Scoffs of the Au- 
thor of the Narrative, and Mr. L k at 


, 


* How much ſoever Mr. L —— # may ſtrain upon 
fome of our Ships miſpending their Shot, yet we find 
that others had the good Fortune to annoy their Ene- 
mies with it; otherwiſe the French would not have 
miſs'd the Opportunity they had of tacking on our Van, 
to come to the Relief of the Spaniards. And indeed, 
we find by the French's Journal, that the Spaniſh Squa- 
fron was pretty much ſhatter'd. | 
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WS, as though he had left the 
Marlborough too ſoon; or even as if he had 
uitted the Engagement: Yer, as it is apparent 
that his Ship the Namure had ſuffer'd ſo much, 
that he was obliged to quit her immediately after 
the Battle, —— But, drowning Men will catch at 


Notwithſtanding Mr. L. k's Behaviour 
in not returning the Admiral's Signals, Sc. we 
find that Mr. M Ws was ſo unaffected 
with it, that he complaiſantly wrote him a Let- 
ter, which he received about Eight o'Clock in 
the Morning, to deſire him, when he (the Ad- 
miral) made Signal] for the Line of Battle a- 
head, that Mr. L— k would lead with his 
Diviſion, whether with Starboard or Larboard 
"Tacks on board. At the ſame Time the Vice. 
Admiral returned his Compliments to the Ad- 
mira] by Captain Zong, with his Opinion, that 
they ſhould do nothing unleſs they engaged the 
Enemy in a proper Diſpoſition. Who 


can forbear obſerving the preſumptuous Over- 


bearing, I might ſay, infolent Return to the 
Admiral's Letter? And whatever Objections 
have been made to the Admiral's Order ar 
this Time, as Loſs of Time, and running the 
Gauntlet of the whole Fleet, &c. Yet it was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, both to prevent his Diviſions 
lagging behind as they did the Day before; 

alſo that he might chace the Enemy, his 
Ships being in a better Condition to do ic, as 
they were undamaged in the preceding Day's 
The Admiral ſeeming by this Or- 
der to try whether Mr. L k would lead, 
as he bad found the Day before that he would not 


drive. 


Accordingly at nine rant we find (by Mr. 
| 1 


— ) 


1 250 \ 
2 — k) that he made Signal for his Di- 
_ viſions giving Chace to the 8. W. and crowded 
Sail a head very alert to come up with the Ene- 
my, when he was almoſt certain of not overtaking 
them. But the Admiral, I ſuppoſe, not liking 
this over and above Alertneſs, no more than he 
did the Inactivity of the preceding Day; after 
ſuffering him to give Chace from Nine till Two 
(five Hours) brought to, and was obliged to give 
the Signal about Three, for his making more 
Sail, which he repeated and obey'd. —— T 
might here, after the Manner of the Author of 
7he Narrative, enter upon a pompous Diſſerta- 
tion on the Difference of Men's Courage, Vigour, 
and Alertneſs in the Time Action and Dan- 
ger; and that of Purſuit, How quickly can 
they ſummon all their locomotive Faculties to 
purſue a flying Enemy? But, Matter of Fact 
being my preſent Buſineſs, I ſhall decline Elo- 
quence or Exaggerations, though I have morc 
juſt Occaſion, than any that our renowned An. 
thor had, in all his long-winded, fincere, can- 
did Narrative, which is half full of unjuſt. 
Reflections. 

At Six o' Clock our Fleet brought to, with 
their Starboard Tacks, being perfectly well 
formed in a Line of Battle. — This is rhe only 
Time Mr. L——k allows them to have been per- 
Fectly well form d. 15 

At Ten o' Clock, Mr. L——k fays he loſt 
Sight of the Enemy. . 

At half an Hour paſt Two, the Admiral 
made Signal for the Fleet to make Sail; and at 
Day-break Mr. L——& made Signal, for ſeeing 
above twenty Sail of the Enemy, then bearing 
W. S. W. 


At 
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At Seven, the Admiral accordingly made Sig- 
nal for the Fleet's drawing into a Line of Battle 


a-head, OF | _ 
At Nine o'Clock, he made Signal for the 


Fleet to give over Chace; and ſent the Min- 


chelſea to order Mr. L——k to give over 
Chace, | 

At Ten o'Clock, the Admiral continuing the 
Signal abroad for the Ships to Windward to 
bear down into his Wake, fired another Gun. 
Freſh Gales; the Wind came more to Eaſtward. 


Loſt Sight of the Enemy. 
And here I intend to loſe Sight of theſe Ar- 


| ticles of our Vice Admiral's Journal, till ſuch 


Time as we come to the Mention of them in the 
Obſervations on his Recapirtulation; to which I 


ſhall immediately proceed. 
In what is ſtiled the Recapitulation of Mr. 


L——k, ſpoken by him, at the Bar of the Houſe 


of Commons, on Tueſday the gth of April 1745, 
he thanks that Honourable Committee, for the 


Indulgence of having a Chair allow'd him at 


the Bar; and then proceeds to inform them, 
that in eight Months after he had procured his 


Majeſty's Order for bringing him to a Trial, he 


could not obtain to have his Witneſſes called 


home; having only ſuch as Chance had ſent in 


his Way. — What an inviduous Infinuation on 
his Majeity and his Miniſtry! — Were not the 
numerous Witneſſes he ſent for order'd Home 
by one of his Majeſty's Meflengers, diſpatch'd 
expreſly for that Purpoſe to Admiral Rowley ?- 
As he had requeſted to be tried by a Court- 
Martial, could the Admiralty be aſcertain'd, even 
before the Meeting of Parliament, of the Houſe 
of Commons taking this Affair into Confidera- 
tion? Did they not proceed regularly in ſum- 

. i moning 
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moning the Witneſſes as ſoon as they had re- 


ceived Mr. 17 25's Charge? — Would he 
bring Witnefles before any Charge is laid againſt 
him ? But to proceed, he complains of lying 
under greater 1 than the Gentleman 
that laid the Suſpenſion on him, by not be ing 
permitted to crots: examine the Witneſſes. — Had 
this been allowed, the Evidence would have 
ſtood a fine Chance, by his tormentous incon- 
fiſtent Enquiry, in order to pick a Hole in his 
Commander's Coat, to mend his own with. — 
However, though the Honourable Houſe did not 
think proper to give him this Liberty, he ven- 
tures to take it in his Speech, by traverſing their 
Evidence; and makes great Objections to Capt. 
Marſp's, of the Win:helſea, ſaying, that had 
he ſteer'd a Point, or halt a Point more to the 
Leeward, he might have got up to engage the 
ſternmoſt Ships; and brings Capt. Long's Evi- 
dence to invalidate Capt. Marſ#'s in this Affair. 
I ſhall leave Capt. Marſh to clear himſelf 
from our Vice Admiral's Quibbles, (about judg- 
ing to a Point at five Miles Diſtance) at the 
Court Martial; and only obſerve, that the ſaid 
Gentleman is poſitive Mr. L k hal'd his 
Wind, and ſhoiten'd Sail at Three o'Clack. 

Our Vice Admiral urges ſtrongly, that no one 
can charge him with having broke the Line of Bat- 
tle ; neither could he think the Admiral would 
have attack'd the Spaniſp Squadron, which ought 
to have fallen to his Share. 1 

He might as well, were it poſſible, have 
form'd into a Line of Battle, at the Diſtance 
of a hundred Miles from the Center as where he 
did; and I durſt ſwear, done as effectual Service: 
But for his expecting the Admiral to ſuffer the 
Spaniſh Squadron to eſcape, or the * 
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Fleet to get the Wind-Gage of him, which ſeems 
to have been their Intention; is it not ridiculous 
that two Diviſions of a Fleet ſhould ſuffer for the 
Obſtinacy of one? — But, ſays he, had he ſent 
me a Meſſage to have gone after theſe Ships, 
or made a Signal for me and my Diviſion to give 
Chace in the Morning, before the ſternmoſt Ships 
were ſo much a-head, though I could not get up 
to engage, yet poſſibly I might have kept two 
or three of them before the Wind. Here he 
deſires the Admiral (who could not ſee him 
Over-night) to ſend him a Meſſage to purſue 
with his whole Diviſion, two or three Ships, 
even at a Time when the Admiral thought to 
have reach'd the Combin'd Fleet, ſo as to have 
been a-breaſt of their Center; and Mr. L——þ 
to have the Rear to engage; both which, our 
Enemies Nimbleneſs, and his Dilatorineſs, pre- 
vented. But why, when he found the Ad- 
miral engaged with the pou Squadron, did 
he not at empt the ſternmoſt of their Ships? 
Becauſe, truly, he was afraid of going ſo far to 
Leeward of the Center, as not to be back again 
at Night. 

As I have already, in obſerving this Journal, 
taken Notice, that had the Admiral waited 
much longer for his coming up, the Enemy 
would either have eſcap'd or gain'd the Wind. 
— I ſhall ſay nothing more of his accuſing Mr. 
Y eos with Raſhneſs, in hurrying on with- 
out him, only obſerving that Piece of Incon- 
fiſtency, in endeavouring to clear himſelf, he 
acknowledges , That both the Admiral and the 
Marlborough, being good failing Ships, did 
reef, which might induce the Gentlemen a- 


+ See Recapitulation, 


ſtero 


1 E 
fern to think he had done the ſame. —Were the 
Gentlemen a-ſtern ſo dim-fighted, that they 
could not diſtinguiſh his Ship from the Admi— 
ral's and Marlborough ſo much a-head? And 
if theſe two did reef, what was it for? Surely 


to wait his coming up, not to haſten from 
him. | | 

As for what he mentions concerning the Ru- 
mour of his holding a Correſpondence with the 
Enemy, and the Rid jculouſneſs thereof. 
1 jhall only obſerve, that the Seamen in gene- 
ral are ſo honeſt-hearted, as never to tax any 
Man of Misbehaviour, unleſs there 1s ſome Oc- 
caſion: Here was apparent Misbehaviour, but 
to what Cauſe could they aſſign it? not to 
 Cowardice ſurely in a Man that had been fo 
many Years in the Navy, and had always be- 
haved ſo well before! As for Treachery, what- 
ever they might judge, our Vice-Ad 1 
ſeems to be ſafe enough at preſent, if he and 
his ſuppoſed Confederates can but keep their 
own Counſel. 

As to what he ſays of our Van's being ſaved 
by keeping the Wind, and not obeying the Sig- 
nal for the Line of Battle, and engaging abroad: 
"Tis unneceſſary to reply any farther than by 
ask ing, if the Nil ſaw their Actions, and 
did not difapprove of them at that Juncture, 
was there any Neceſſity of recalling them by 
Signals? or would he have their Officers pu- 
nith'd for preventing the French from tacking 
on us? I believe it i, demonſtrable, that 


their Diſobedience, as he unjuſtly calls it, did 
more Good than his ſtricteſt Obſervance of Order 

and Diſcipline. | 
It is worthy Obſervation to perceive how rea- 
dily he can cenſure the Dor/erfhire, Effex, Ru- 
as pert, 


„ 
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_ pert, and Royal Oak, for not bearing down with 
the Marlborough, which, ſays he, © would 
& have ſtopt the Sternmoſt from getting a-head 


« for me to have taken up.” — But why 
did he not endeavour to get up with them 
when he fir'd a Shot at the Sternmoſt ? And 
as for his Remarks on the Admiral's not conti- 
* in Battle, 'tis, as I have ſhewn already, 
a palpable Falfity; when as his Ship the Na- 
mure had ſuffered ſo much that he was obliged to 
uit her, = 
J This Account of the unhappy Afar of the 
Fireſhip's blowing up too ſoon, and the Ber- 


ewick's Men being left on Board the Poder, de- 


monſtrates, that he was more mindful of the 
Admiral's, and other's Conduct, than of his own; 
and neglected his own Buſineſs, by troubling 
himſelf about other's. That the Admiral 
brought too ſo far to Windward in a fine Moon- 
light Night, might, perhaps, be to keep to Mr. 
L k's freſh Diviſion near to him; and 
the more probable, as he ſent him ſuch a Meſ- 
fage about eight o'Clock, which might be the 
Cauſe of the Admiral's not purſuing the Ene- 
my by Night. Mr. Z- k's Eagerneſs to 
purſue the Enemy next Morning ; his getting 
a full View of them when No-body elſe could 
perceive them, 1s aſtoniſhing: But how could 
the Admiral's Account for ſuch ſudden Ala- 
crity, ſo as to be able to truſt to it, whether 


he was blameable or not, muſt be referred to a 


Court Martial. — If Mr. L k has 
been wrongfully ſuſpended, they muſt make 
him Satisfaction; if Mr. 1 — 20s Con- 
duct has been wrong arraigned more from Ma- 
lice than Truth, they will make him Recom- 
pence. - The Captains of the Fleet ſend- 


img 


1 

ing their Boats on Board the next Morning af- 
ter Mr. L k had ſtruck his Flag, to en- 
quire whether he was not dead, appears to me 
in another Light than he intended it ſhould. 
* The Governor of Minorca's ſaluting 
him with fifteen Guns on his Departure, ſhews 
if he was not one of Mr. . — s Crea- 
tures, that he thought him innocent: And I 
ſhall conclude with wiſhing him to appear fo 
on his Trial. 


* Puery, Did they ſuſpect him ſuſpended by any but 
his own Hands ? 
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